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P R E FA C E- 

Thi^ Life of ColumbiEi i^ one of a srn«i of bjogrBph]«i 
prepared Lindcr my ^lUpcnntcndcncc, End for the mo-^l pin 
tikcn vtrbBtim fiom my "History of Ihc 5pani'>h Coiiqut'>l 
in AmcncB " 

ThBt work wi^ wrUtcn chiefly w]th b virw lo illiistrilc 
the h]!i1ory of slavery, and not 1o gi\c full a4.rount'> of the 
dctds of thr discovcrri^ and cojiqiJcnjp> oF Ihc New World, 
niLich IniS to g]vc b condcnH«l memoir of CBchof them. 

]1 his, therefore been ncces^iiy to rearringe and Bdd 
coieiderBbly 1o the^e maleriaL'>, Bnd for ihi^ asMstince ] am 
indebled 1o the fikiLl inJ research of Mr Hcrben Preston 
Thomas 

Perhaps there are few of the grei1 personages 
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in history wbio hi^c btcn mort liiLki^d about and wriUcn 
about thin Christopher Columbus 1bic ■:l]^covcrrrof 
America It mighl secm_ Ibicrcforc. thai there is very Liltlc 
th4l is new to be said about h]m ] do not think, biowr>er, 
th4l Ih]'^ IS iltogelhcr the <.^hc. Absorbed in^ End to b 
certain exlent overcome by the conlcmpLBtion of rhc 
pnncipBl event we hive sometimes perfiBfis^ been 
mistaken as to 1he CBU^e^ wbuch Led to lI We are apl to 
look upon Coluinbus b*^ a person v^bio knew lhat therr 
exL'>ted a greal undiscovered contineiil. Bnd who niBde hi't 
wi> directly to the discovery of thil conlineni— ■5pr]nging 
al one bound from the known 1o 1bie unkno^^n Whereas. 
the dreim of ColuinbiJ^\ life was lo make hi^ way by in 
unknown roule to what wi^ known, or 1o whBl he 
considered lo be known He wished to find oul in ca^y 
pathway to 1he lemlones of Kublai Khan, or Pre^ler-Jobin_ 

Neilher were his inot]ves such 4S have been generally 
supposed They were, for 1bie mo^l pari purely relLg]ouB_ 
Wilh the gold gi]ned fT^m potenlate*^ "^uch as KubLBiKhin. 
the HoL> Sepulchre was to be rebuiJt, and the CathoL]c 
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Fi]th wai lo be ^prtad over the remotest parlsof Lbic earth 

Columbus biad ilL tbic sfiint of b (.rusader and 41 the 
hflmc tunc. 1hc ] n> cs1 Lg4l ing nature of a jnodem man of 
science. The .\rabs biave a prcncrb thai a man is marc the 
son of the age in wh]ch he L]>«i thm of bus own father. 
TbiLS was iHJt so with Columbus; tic hardly seems to belong 
at all to tiis age. ,\i a time when 1hcre ^^as never more of 
world I mess and self-peeking, when .Me t ander Boigia wis 
Pope when Lou]Si Ihe Elevenlh re]gned jn France, Henry 
the Sevenlh in EngJand, and FenJjnanJ the Catholic in 
Arragonind CistLl]e~4boul the three 18*^1 men in lhe world 
to become c nisadep>— Columb us was |)enetr4led wjth the 
ideas of Ihe IwelFth century, and would hi>e been a worlhy 
comp4n]on of S4]nt Louis ]n lhat pious king'^ criKide. 

Again, at a lime when Aristolle and "the Angelic 
Doctor" ruled Ihe minds ot men with an almost 
nneiamplcd lyranny: when JiLience wis more dogm*ttc 
thin theology when ]t was Ihoughl 4 ^uffic]enl and 
b a tisf ac1o ry explanation to say that bod]es filling to the 
eadh descended because il c 
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[heir nature lo dc^c c nd~C o I umbici rrgardcd naturil 
[ihcnumcna w]th tht ^piril of inductive philosophy that 
WDuLd belong lo a follower of LonH Baton 

Perhaps l1 will br found thi1 b very great man seldom 
does belong lo bus pcnod. asolhcr men do to lhcir> 
Michiavcll]'' says that 1bie way 1o renovile elates is always 
to go back 1o fir^l prLnc]ple'>^ especially 1o Ihe np>l 
princ]ple^ upon which lho^>e s1alc*i ^vcre founded. The sime 
Idw ]f law il be^ may hold good as reg4rd'> 1bie renovBtion 
of Bny science, art or mode of human Bct]on_ The mm 
who ]s too closely uu]ted m ihoughl and feel]ng with his 
own Bge is seldom Ihe min inchued lo go bkck to these 
Fiist [irmciples. 

Il iE \cfy nohccable m Columbus IhBt he was i1 niD'>t 
dutiful unswerving, and un-inquinug son of lhe Churcbi 
The SBiTic man who would have taken nothing for granted 
in se]enl]fic rebeirch ind would no1 hi^e held hini'>c]b 
bound fay lhe authonly of 1he greatesi nimes in se]ence. 
never 



=" Machiavelli was contemporary w]th Columbus No 
two men could hBvc been more diss] mil ar; and MBch]ayell] 
W4S thoroughly 4 product of his Bge, Bnd a man who 
entirely belonged lo il. 
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ventured for 4 moment to tncit h]m.'fclf a^ 4 discoverer on 
thr fieriloLTS sea of thrologieol mvesl]gal]on 

]n 1his res[ie<.l Las CasBS, thougbi a c biurc hmi n . was very 
diffcrcnl fTDm Columbus Suzh dDcizmc^ as thil Ihc 
[ncliins shoLiLd be nomex^hat ciy]Lized before being 
convened End IhBt even bB[iti:£m mighl be [io:£lpoiied lo 
instnE I lo n^~doe 1 nne'^ thil would hBvc found a ready 
acecplance firsiu the giHHl bishop— wouLd have mc1 wHbi 
smaH rrsjtonse from I he soLdieriy theology' of Columbus 

The ^^hole life of Columbus ^how^ how ureLy men of 
Ehr grealest ]n5]ght and foresighl, and bIso oflbie greate:£l 
[lerseveriuce^ BttBin 1hc txBct ends tbiey Bim Bt. In tbiL'> 
res[iee1 ill such men pBrtike the CBreerot the ale biem]sts . 
who d]d nol lrBn'>mutt olher me1aL'> into gold bul mide 
vaLuBbJe d]scoveries in cbiemi'>lry So^ with Coluinbus He 
did nol rebuild lhe Holy ^epuLehrc. he did not Icid a new 
crusade; he d]d not find his KublBi Kbian^ or biis Prestcr 
John^ but he brought into relation the New Worid and the 
Did. 

ll IE impossible to read without the deepest 
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Lnlci'c^t 1bic Bccount from diy to dfly of h]^ voyages. Il hf^ 
always bc^n a fB^ountc sficculanon VrWh biistor]aiVi. ind, 
Lndttd, with bII think]nf mcn^ to coii'>Ldcr whil would hive 
happened fiDm a ^l]^ht change of circum^lances in thr 
coLirac of thing'> which Led to grcil c>cnt*i Th]'^ may be on 
LdLc ind B iiscLc^^s[ic4.uiBtioii^ bu1 it ]^ an ]nevLlablt one 
Never VrB^ there such 4 field tor thL'> k]nd o f specul at]o n is 
in 1hc >oyigc^, cspeculLj the first one. c\ Columbus. The 
fiist poim of land IhH he "^bw^ Bnd landed Bt^ ]^ as nearly as 
[io'>sibLe the 4.en1raL po]nt of whu must once hive been the 
Untied Conl]ncnt of North and South America The lei^l 
change of c i rr uin'>l anc e mighl hive mide Bn iinmense 
difference ]n the resnlL The go]ng to ^ieep of the 
hcLin'>man^ the unhh][i[iin^ of I he rudder, 1\^h]ch did occur 
in 1he ci^>e of "The P]n7.on,"l 1hc ^i]^hle^l mi'>lake in lating 
an Db>erYBtioii, might have made, ind probably did mBlzc^ 
cons]der4ble chBngc in the evenl. During thil memorBble 
fiist voyage of Columbus the genlle^t bree/c carried \^]th 
Ll Ihe destinies of FutLire em[iire'>. Hid he mide hL'> first 
discovery of iBnd 41 4 fioinl miEh "^oulhwaid o^ thBt which 
he did discover, Soulh America mighl hi>e been 
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colonized by lbic 5[ianL4rd'> wLlh all lhc vigour tbial 
belonged to lhcirf]r^t ctForti al colDn]zalion^ and. being a 
continent, might no1 BFtcn^ards have been ^>o cbmL> 
wrt'>lcd from their s¥^4> by lhc mm time ml ions 

On lhc olhcr hand, hfld some breeze, big wuh lhc fite of 
nat]on^ cirntd Columbus northwBrds l1 would hardly 
have been lefl for ihe English more thin a century 
aflerwBpHs, to found those Colon]es which have proved lo 
be lhe needs of the grealesi nilicm ihst the world is hkety to 
behold 

]1 \^as humanly '>[ie4l:]ng. '>iiigij]arly unfodLinale for 
SpBn]sh domLn]on in AmencB. Ihal the CBrliest d]scciverieE 
of Ihe SpBniant> were 1hose of 1he Wcnl Endia kland-i. A 
mLill][ilicil> of govenH>r> intn^dnccd confibion, feebleness, 
and want of "ivstcm. in1o coJonnJ gi>vcmmcn1 The 
numbers eonipBral]vely few of the ongmBl ]nhabLlBn1s in 
e*ch L^lBnd. ^^ere rBpidly removed fiom the scene of 
anion; and lhe £[ianLBi~ds licked, Bt 1he beg]nning, 1hal 
compre'>SLng force which would hive been foiind in the 
exL'itence of a body of nat]ves who could not have been 
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removed by the OLitrjgcs of Spanish crucLly_ Ihc ^trcnglbi of 
Sp4ii]^h L]quDr3^ or the virulence of Sfiani^h disea^tes "■ 

The MoiiBr4.hs nf SpBin^ too^ would biave bern 
compelled to Ireit Ihcir oc^^ discovenes ind conquests 
more ^encniilv- To ln>c held the counlry al alL ihe^' mitt 
have hi:ld lI well. It would not hB>e been Ovando^^ 
BobBdiLlai>_ Nlcuc^b^ Bnd Ojedai who could have been 
employed lo govern, distovcr. LonqLier. coLon]zc— and niin 
hy thr]r folly— the 3pin]!ih po'e>ess]o n-^ m ihe Indies. The 
work of di-ico^ery Bnd ennque'>l, begun by Columbus. mus1 
then have been cntruMed to men hkc Corte-^. the FuarrDS. 
VBico Nunez, or the Presidenl Gi^ti, and a colony or 4 
kingdom founded b^ any of the^e men mighl well have 
rem4]ned b greBt colony, or a great kingdom, lo the prcsenl 
day 

ARTHUR HELPS 

London, Ocli^bef ]n6S. 

^ The smallpox, for inslance. was b di^eB-^e ]ntn:iduced 
by Ihe SpannnJs. which the LompirBtively feeble 
consttlutLon of the Indiana LouLd not withstand. 
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THE LIFE OF COLUMBUS. 

CHAPTER], 
fVjf^h" CrffPVETTi-^ rpr the Fift-FCTa^Jr Ce^iTXin-' _ 

Mc>dtn] f4in]LiarLly with navLgmon renders i1 d]ffLcult 
fbr ici Id ap[ircLiBt[^ adtqualcly 1hc grrBtnc^E of Ihc 
enterprise wbiirh ^^i^ undcrtikcn by 1hc iJ]'5co^crcra of the 
New World- Seen by the I]gh1 of science and of 
eipenence, the ocean, if ]t has some fcbI terrois. h^^ no 
imiginBry ones Bol it W4'> qij]tc otherwise in 1bie fifteenth 
cenlury. Geographical kno^^ ledge ^^is bntjust awakening, 
afler iges of slumber, and Ihroughont those agc^ 1hc 
wildest dreanis had mingled ficlion wuh fict Legends 
telling of nH>ns1ers of the deep jealous of invasion of their 
leTT^tory; of rocks of lodestonc, poweTfu] 
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enough to CTtrict every pirlLclr of lidh from a pi^^ing 
Eh][i^ of slagn^m sc4'> bik1 lii^ry ^l:]fs^ of ^BndcrLn^ '>4]iit5 
and flying islinds^ all conibinnJ to Lnve'>t the unknown 
witbi Ihc icrroPE o^ Ihc ^upcrnBturil ind to dtlcr lbic 
ciplorcrof 1bic ^rcat occin. The hill-dct^ktd ^c^hcI-^ that 
crtpl ilong tht Mtd]trTTBncan '>horfs Vrcrc bu1 LlL-fittccI lo 
bear 1bic bnint oF Ihc furLOLi*! wivc^ of the Allantic The 
now ] nd L'>[if nsabic '>fxlant wi't but clumsily ml ici paled by 
thr newly ]nvcntci:l isliDlabc. The iiic of the compass hBcl 
scarcely become familiar 1o iiBV]galop>^ who indeed but 
imperfectly undeistood ]ts properlies- And who could tell, 
il WIS objecled^ ltiat a ship which mighl succeed in '^4]Ling 
down ihc waste of wi1en> would ever be Bble 1o re1iirn_ for 
would not ttie voyage home be a ficrpetoi] journey op a 
mo Lint I in of sea^ 

But Ibiesame lradil]on whicbi nel forth the difficulties of 
reiching 1he undiseovcrcd counlric-^ promised b splendid 
reward 1o I he successful voviger Risers rolling down 
golden sand^ mountains sh]ning with pncele'>s gems 
farebis fragrant wilh rich sp]4.es were among 1bie '>ubstBntiaL 
advantages to be expected as the resnll 
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oF Ihc cnlcrpnsc 'OurqLiK>t Ibicrr.' shicF Peter MflrLyr, "is 
not for the vulgar prodiEls of Eumpc_" The piD>crb Dijifff 
fjliNxJitm pro jjm jf Fr^t^t *■ was ibundintly ilLuHtratcd ^nd 
thert WB^ aiHJthcr object, bCTi]d«i giin. \^h]ch was 
[ircdominant in tht miiid'>or aLnio'>l all 1bic early explorcis, 
namely, the *iprc ad of 1 bic C biri^l] an rclig]on This desire of 
tht]F^ loo ^cem'i lo hive bci:ii thi>roughLy gcniiLnt and 
dcep-!icatcd. ind l1 iniy tc doubled whether the 
dihcovenes would hive been made al IhBt period bu1 for 
the LmpuL'>e given to 1hem by the mo-^l rchgiouH in]nd'5 
Longing to piDmole, by all means in their power, the spread 
of whBt, 1o ihem, \^as the only Irne Bnd SB^ing f*]th_ "F do 
not," says a candid hislonan |FBria y ^ou'ti | of thBt age, 
"imagine IhBt ] sHbII peisuBdc lhe world lhat our lulent was 
onli" 1o be preaohep>; but on lhe olher hand the world musl 
iK5t fBncy IhBl our intcn! was merely Id be 1radeis_" There l^ 
much lo bliine m the conduct of the f]rs1 di-^ovcrera in 
Afnca and AmencB. it i^_ however, bu1 jiisl lo 
acknowledge lhBt the Love oF gold wk^ by no means lhe 
only motive which urged 1hem to such 



^Traniicribep>\ note: Everything unknown i^ tikcn for 
magnificenl.] 
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cndcAvouni i^ 1bicLP>_ To ipprccnlc juslly 1bic ]ntcn^Lly of 
tht]r inxictv tor the convulsion of tht hcalhcn ^^c micit 
keep in our mind^ Iht vlcw^ Ihcn unLvtp>ally cnlcdBintd of 
thr nicril!i ind cffcicy of mere formal commLinLon w]th 
tht Church, ind tht fatBl con'^tqutncc^ of nol being ^^]thLn 
th4l commuiiion 

Th]'^ will go a long wiy towards CTpli]ning ihc 
wonderful LnconiiL^tc nc: y . bs iI seems 1o us. of ihc nio:£l 
cnirl And wicked men believing Ibiemselves to be good 
Christians and cmintnl pn^molersof the faHbi, ]f only thry 
b apt] zed. before tbc> -^lew. thc]r fcllow-cicaturcs- And 1 he 
maimenancc of such chuieh [irinc]plcs will aLlogethtr 
aecoum for the sirange ovcnEighls which puit and h]gh 
minds h4>c midc in the mtBn*^ oFcBrryLng ou1 lhost 
princ][ilts^ I asc Lulled as tht> wtre by 1he bnllimcy and 
magnitude o\ 1he mBin object thc> had ]n view 

But while piely, sometimes debased into reL]gioi^ 
fanalici'^m^ had b large part in 1hese undeH 4 k i ngs^ 
doubUe-^ Ihc love of ad^entuic and 1hc craving tor novelty 
had 1heir influence al-wj. And whal advcniure ]t wis' Nrw 
tires, new men, nrw Bn]mals^ new st4P>; nothing bounded, 
nothing 
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trilc^ notbiing wbiich biad Lbic bloom lakcn off it by much 
previous dcscript]on! The carL> voyagcis moreover wcrt 
Like children coming oul lo tike ihcir firM f azc inlo the 
world w]th ready cr«luL]t> and LinL]niLlcd fBncy^ willing to 
bcL]cvc in Fairies ind demons, \niBzon'f and niyst]c 
t&linds^ "forms cf k Lower he niisp bieiE^ " and founlain'i of 
[icrfictual youth 

The tnown world ]n ihc lime of Fnncc Henry of 
PodugBl |Bt wbioKf discoveries il will be coiivtn]cnt to lake 
a preliminary g]ancej_ was a ^ery small one indeed The 
firit 1hing for us lo do is to study our mips Bnd charts 
Wilhoul frequent reference 1o these a nBrrat]ve like 1bie 
present fonns in our mind only 4 mirBge of names Bnd 
dales and ficts^ 3S wrongly apprehended even while we arc 
regaiding il ind ^oon >Bnishes away The mip oF ihe 
worLd being before us. let its reduce il lo Ihe proportions it 
filled ]n Prince Henry's tiKie lel us Look Bt our inrml 
world Fiist tike iway Ibiose Iwo continents, for so wr m*y 
almost call 1biem^ each much LBrger IhBn a Europe lo the 
far west. Then cancel 1biat sqoBie mB'^sive looking piece 1o 
the e T tre me so u1 bi-eisl , ]ts dBys of penBl ^ettlemenK and of 
goLden fortunes arc 
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jcl to come Then turn to Afnca; instcBcl of lhaL form of 
invcrlcd cone \^h]ch it pm»cnt^_ and \^h](.h wt now know 
there ire pbiy'f]dl rcBsoib for ]ts pre'>eii1in^^ niBkc 4 
bcimtlar '>hapc of it^ by rLinn]ng 4 slightly curved line fiom 
Jubi on the eastern s]de lo Cape NBin on lhc wcslcm 
Declare ilL bcLow Ihat line nnhnov^n Hilbicrlo we hive 
only been dDing 1bic work of des1 ruction bul now "^Bttcr 
cmbicnui of h] [i [log n rf'> Bnd inl birofio [i biagi on the oub>kirts 
of whBt IS left on 1hc mBp otcying a maTim, not confined 
to the anc]ent geograpbieis only "Where you know 
noltiing^ place teTTOis " Looking at the map ihuH 
completed^ we CBn hanJiy help lh]nkinj: to onisei^eh w]tli 
asmile^ wbial a small space (.ompirutjvcl^ -^peBking^ lhe 
known hi'>lDTy of lhe world Hbs been trinsadcd ]n up to 
the Li^t four hundred veiP> The ]dca of lhe unLveisaL]ty of 
the RomBn niomLnion ^hnnb> a linLe Bnd we begin to tbiink 
ttiat Ovid mighl biave escaped hi^ l^rBnt "■ 

^ Eu1 lhe emp]re of thL" Romaii"^ filled the world; and 
when 1bial empire fell in1o lhe biand^ of a '>ing]e pep>on^ lhe 
world becBme b !iafe and dreBry pri^>on for hi!i enemies 
The slave of ]mperiaL despoli^m, whelher he was 
condemned 1o drig the gilded chBin ]n Rome and hfcs 
senitc, or Id wear out a life of ex]le on the barren n>ck^ of 
Scnphu^- or the tro7_en binksof the Danube expected h]'^ 
fate m "^jlenl dc^pBir To resist was filal, and i1 wa^ 
impD'>sible lo fLy_ On oeryside he was encompassed wilh 
a >B'fl exient of sea Bnd Land which he could ne>er hope 1o 
traverse wUhLnit being dEcovered, sci/ed^ and reslored to 
his imtBted mailer. GIBBON'S Decline and Fall, vol i. p 
97. Oxford Edition 
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S FRfNCE HE^'R¥ OF PORTUGAL. 

The B^ccrtBincd con Fines of the world wcrr now, however. 
to be mort thin doubled in Ihe couisc of one century, and 
to Prince Henry of PorlugBl, ai the fLP>l promoter of ihcie 
vast dmeovcne^, our atlenlion nud! be direeled 

Th]s prince wb-^ born in I 3^4. He wis the third ^on of 
John I he F]rM of ForlLigaL Bnd PhiLippB, I he dau^hler of 
John of GBun1_ DliIzc of LancB-^ler ThBt good Flint Bgenet 
blood on Ihe mother'^ 'f]de ^va^.doub1Les5, not wilhout 
avail 1o 4 man who've hfe W4'> 1o be ^pen1 ]n eonlimiou't and 
insat]ale ctfon*! lo ^^ork ou1 4 grei1 idea_ Prince Henry was 
with hi^i fBthrr at the memorable capture of Ceuti, Ihe 
ancient Seplem, in the yeir L4I^. Thi't town, which lie'> 
oppo^He 1o G]bral1ar, was of great mBgn]fLcence, and one 
of ihe princ]paL mar1'> in lhat age tor Ihe productionb 
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of the ci^lcrn worid [t wi^ here IhBt lhc Fortugiicse finsl 
[iknlcd a Finn fnnl in Africa^ and the date of lh]h town's 
cjplurc THBy pcrh4p'>^ be lakcn bs thil fTDin which Prince 
Henry began 1o med]tAtc Further and fi r g reiler co nq uc^ ti 
His aim^, however, were d]ree1cd 1o b poml long beyond 
[he range of Ihe mere eonqne n ng '>i>Ld]er. He wi*^ 
e^peciBlly Learned^ for thBt Bgc nf the ^^orld being ^k]Lied 
in mathemat]4.4] Bnd geographical kno^^ ledge. He eBgerLy 
aeqij]red from Moors of Fez and M o roceo, slic bi sc aniy 
LnfonnilLDn as could be gathered concerning the remole 
districts of Afnci- The shrewd conjectures of LeBrncd men, 
the confuted record*i of Arabic geogrBphcrs Ihe fiblesof 
cbiivilry. were no1 without tbieir influence upon an 
enthusiBslic mind. The c^peciil reason wbiich impelled the 
[innLe lo tBlze 1bie bnnJen of discovery on hiniscLt wbs thit 
neUtier mariner nor merchant would be likely lo idopl an 
enterpn-^e m which there was no tlcar hope of profit, [t 
belonged, therefore 1o greBl men ind princes, Bnd amongst 
buch, tie knew of no one but h]mself wbio \^as inclined to 
il This IS nol in uncommon inot]^e A mBn see^ ^>omelhing 
thai onghl lo be done, know^ of no one ihBt will do il but 
biiniself, and so i'> driven to tbie enlerpri'io cvcnsbiould it be 
repugnant lo him. 
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l^fPORTANT EXFEOmON IL 

Pnncc Henry, then, having once 1bic well-grounded idea ]n 
Kis mind thil AfncB did not end according lo ihe common 
bcL]cf, 41 Cape Nim^" but thai there \^ai a region beyond 
th4l forbidding negalive, ^eenui never to have reMed un1ii 
bie hid made known thu quader of tbie world to hi'> own 
He fixed his ibode upon tbe pnnmonlory of SBgiti*, it the 
Koulhem part of Forliigal, whence for mBn> a year, he 
could walch for 1bie nh]ng specks of wbiite sail bnnging 
bach has ciplBinh lo tell him of new countries and new 
men- 
One nighl, in the year L4] S, bie i^ thought 1o hive had a 
dream ot promise for on the cnsuang nH>rning he suddenly 
ordered two vessels 1o be got ready forlbiwith, and placed 
them under ttie command of two genllcmen of his 
household. Zarcoand Vaz whom he direclcd to proceed 
down Ihe Birbary coast on a vojBge of discovery A 
contemporary chronicler \7urBra, 1ell^ the ^tory nH>rr 
simply, and merely "^lalc*! thBl 1hese caplBins were yoimg 
men, who. afler Ihe ending of the Ceuti campaign were as 
eiger for employment is the prtnce for d iscovery , ind thit 
they 

^ Portuguese for "not" 
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wrrc oidcrcd on a vnvigc having for it^ objcc! lhc general 
mole'>tBtion o^ Ihe Moois ^^ well bs the proiiCcutLDii of 
discoveries beyond Cape Nim 

The Porlugucse mBrincrs had b proverb aboul Ihe Cipe, 
"Hr who would pB-^^ Cipe Wo1 cither w]LI rclLirnor no1," 
IQucm pi^Bro CBbo de Warn on lorn Bra ou nam], 
Lnt]iTiatiiig th4l jF he did nol lum before pBssin^ 1he Cape 
he wouJd never relum at all. On this occaMon i1 was not 
destined to be p4'>sed, for the two eBpta]ns were driven oul 
of Ihcir Lourae by storms, Biid arcidenlally dmeovcred a 
Litlle island where ihey look refuge, and which, from 1hal 
c ire Linis tance , ihey called Porlo Santo_ On their relum thc]r 
master wis delighled wilh ihe news Ihey bronghl h]m_ 
more on account of Us [ii~oin]se Ihin ib> subslance. [n Ihe 
same year he sent them 001 igain wilh a third caplain, 
Bartholomew Ferestrelo, to convey a supply of "^eetti ind 
animals for the newly-found i'>land Unfortunately 
however, among ihe inimils were some rAbb]ts, which 
miill][iLicd HO rapidly thil ihey ovep>[ire4d the whole ]s]and, 
and, by de^ounng every plant and blade of grass which 
grew there, soon changed a fniilfnl land ]nto a bare 
wildemrui 

]n 1hc following yeir, Zarco and Var, seeing 
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^roTj} Porto SinlD soiTiclh]ng ihBt "teemed like 4 4.loud, but 
i'ct diffcrcn! |lhc ong]n of !iO niucbi di-^ovcrj. noting the 
difference in 1bic likencssl^ buill two Ihoals^ and^ inflking for 
thi^ cloudy ^oon found thcmEclve'> Blon^idt a bcaLit]fLiL 
L^Lind aboLind]n^ jn miny things^ bul most ot bIL in trc«], 
on wh]cbi BccoLint tbity gB^c ]t the name of HBdcira 
(wood) The Iwo discoverers iBndcd upon the i^lBnd m 
diffcrrm plBces The pnncc_ ihcir master, aflerwarnis 
rcwBHilcd 1bicm wuh ihc capti]ncie^ of 1bic d]!itrLcts Bdjacent 
to Ihose plBces To Fereslrcio he gi>e the i^lBnd oF Porto 
Sin1o. to colom/e it_ Fercstrelo however, did not mike 
mucbiof his captBincy, and spent h]K life in endeBvonnng 
to make head igBiibt 1bie rabbiK, v^hich were bs destriElive 
as 4 [ildgne of iocusls and whi4.h by the]r fecLindjty 
resisited all his eFFon*! to c\tenn]nate them_ This captiJii 
has a place in tiistory. mi^ being ihe fil he r- in- L bw of 
Columbus, who, ]ndeed, lived at Porlo Sanlo for "lOmc 
time ind here, on new found land, '>ti3died Ihe 
cosmo^raphicai worths which PereslreLo had been al pain^i 
lo accumulate medilBting far bolder d]hcovrrics. 

Zbfco and Vbz begBn the cuLlivalionof tbcjr 
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LsLind of Midcira^ bm met wilh an unloward c^cnt Bt hr^t 
[nrlcirjcig Ihc \^ood, tht> kindled 4 fire imongst il wh]ch 
burned for ^0 en ycan>, wc Brc lold, and_ in thr end, I hat 
which tiad given ils name 1d Ihc i'>lBnd and wh]cbi, ]n Ihc 
wonfc of the biistorian nvcrshidowcd lhc wbiolc LBnd, 
bccBmc 1bif mosi dcf]cicnt commodity The captBins 
founded rhurrhc^ in 1bic ]'^land, Bnd the K]ng of Portugal. 
Don DuBrt gave the Icmpof b I U ic'> to Prince Henry, ind uti 
the ^pirUuaL] tics to tbic Knight'> nf Chn^t 

From lh]!i t]mc forlbi. Prince Henry prosecuted his 
cxpLDrat]ons wUbi a fix]ty ot purpose which could not but 
ensure success Through every discouragement he 
perseverrd s1ill. Many b Swiss pcBk his gone through thrc« 
phiscs. Tt has been pronounced fir^l 'inaccessible," then, 
"a >ery dangen>us i^tenl " ind finally, 'b pLcasBnt 
excursion.' So il \^as w]th cich fresh headland whieh 
seemed I0 bar the wiy down Ihc \tricin coast. And 1he 
trivclLcr^ who came last, in each case, found it nex1 lo 
impossible to imigjnc wbial were lhe difficulties And 
dangers ihBl hadsecn^cd ±iO formidible to their 
p redecesso IS. 

For a long time Cape Bojador, which is siHiate 
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seventy It^gur^ lo ihc south of Cipc Nim, was the citrcmc 
Limit of dj*iCovcry Th]!i CBpc was formidable in H-^cIf, 
being IcnninHttd by a ndgc of rocks, witbi fierce currrnls 
riinning tduihJ them bul was muLh more Formidable from 
thr fanc]cs wh]ch 1bic inBrLnrp> had formi^d of the sea and 
Lind beyond lI "Ft ]s clear," 1biey were wont 1o say, 'lhat 
beyond this capi: thtrc irc no people whatever, tbie land ]s 
as bare ^^ L]by4— no water, no Irees no gr4'>s in lI tbic sea 
so shiJlow, th4l 41 4 League from 1bie land it ]s only a 
falhom deep, I he cuttc nt'> so fierce. I hat the ship wh]ch 
[iasse'> thai cape will never relnrn " and thus Iheir theories 
wcTT broughl in tojiCiUfy tbieir feais 

TTiis OLitstrelcher fforsiicbi ]s the mein]ng of lhc wonH 
Eojadorr was therefore as 4 bar drav^n across thai idvince 
m m aril Line di'iCoveTy, wh]ch had for so long a lime been 
[he fiist object of Prince Henry's Jife. 

For Iwehe years the prince had been sending forlh ships 
and men with Little approbation from ihe pnbhc— ihe 
discovery of Hadeira and Porlo Santo serving to wbiel bii^ 
appelile for furTtier enterprise, bul not ¥^Lnn]ng the common 
voice ]n 
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favourofhi^ piDJcct^ The ptnplc Bt home ]nipr(j^ing 
LipDn tbic rcpon*^ o\ Ihc s[llIop>^ S4]d Ihil 'Ihc IbihJ which the 
[iriEicc fiought aflcr wa^ merely Homc sindy place l]kc the 
deserts of Libya; lhBl pnncc^ hid [io'>se^'fed the empire of 
the worid, ind yet had nol underlaken ^uch designs ^\ tiis^ 
nor shown ^iKh Bn^iely lo find new k]ngdorTTi IhBt Ibic 
men who amvcd in those foreign pBrts (if they did Brrive| 
turned From \^h]te in1o blBck inen 1biat the bing^ Don Jobin^ 
the [irince\ falher, hid endowed foreigners \^ith Lind in his 
kingdom, to break ]t up ind cult]^Bte il i Ihing ver^' 
different from laking the pcopLe out oF Portugil, which had 
need of Ihem^ 1o bring them amongst "tB^ages 1o be ea1en 
and 1o piBce them upon iBnd^ of wh]ch 1he molhcr counlry 
had no need, thai Ihe Aulhorof lhc world hBd prov]ded 
these i^lantfc solely for Ihe h4bi1al]on of wild beasts^ of 
which an addit]onaL proof W4'> lhat tho^e rBbb]ts \^h]4.h lhc 
discoverer*! them-^elve^ hBd introduced were now 
dispossessing them of ihe i'tland " 

There is miEh here oF Ihe ii'^uil cautiousness^ to be 
found m the entit^ism of by*itindep> upon aelion, mixed 
with 4 grcal dcil of fBlse Bsserliun 



Transcriber's note: Finding triviBl faiiLls. 
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and Bs^Limcd knowledge of lhc way^ of Piovidcncc ^till il 
wtrc lo b^ ^^i:£hi:d thil most criUci^m upon Bction ^^bs as 
wise for th4l pin of the common lalk which Jipokc of 
keeping ihcir own popnLBtion to bnnf. oul I heir own 
resources, biad b wisdom in it which the men of future 
ccnlunc^ wcrt yet to tl]!iCovcr Ibiroughoul Ihc Pcninsnli- 

Prince Henry, as iiny be ^een by hi^ pcnseve ranee up lo 
thi'> tiine, was not a ihbh Id biavc h]^ piirpo'>e'> d]vcrtcd by 
Siuch cntici'>m, much of which mu^t have been, m his e>e^ 
wonhles^ Bnd inconsequent in 1hc CTtremc. Nc>erthele^>s, 
he had his own mi'>givings ]iiscBptain'> came back one 
after inolher. w]th no f.ood t]d]ngs of di^^overy. bul wilh 
[iet1y plunder g4]ned bs they relumed from inciJp>ions on 
the Moorish coas1 The prince concealed fnsm them hi^ 
chagrin al the fniille'>^ nalure of their lUempIs, but 
[irobBbly did not teeL U le^'> on thil account lie began lo 
think \^Bs il for him lo hope to d]scover thil land which 
had been hidden fi~om so miny pnnces'^ Sl]Ll he felt wilhan 
himself Ihe ]nci1emenl of "a virtuous obst]nacy," which 
would not Lel him rest. Would il not, he ihought, be 
ingral]tude to God who thus moved hih mind to 



IS GIL EAf^^ES 

th«tc Bttcmpis, if he \^crc 1o dn>i!it fTDm h]K wort, or be 

ncgligcn! ]n H'^ He rc*iolv«J ihcrcforc, to i»*nd oul agjin 
Gil Eanncs, one of biis hoLiichold whu had been Sicnt the 
^'car before^ bul hid returned^ Like ihc rcsl hiving 
disco vcrtd nothing. He had bctn driven to 1bic Cinar^' 
[slaiHfc. ind biad '>e]zed upon IiOttsc of tbie natives there, 
whom he bn>Ligbit bBck W]th thL'> transaclion lbic pnncc 
biad shown h]rruicLf di:£'>ilLsficd ind GiL BinncE, now 
entnj'>lcd igBin wilh commind^ resolved to mrc[ all 
dangers rUbier 1bian 1o di'>ippaLnl Ihc wishc:£ oF hi'> master. 
Before h]s departure^ 1bie pnnci: called him B'f]de Bnd SBid^ 
"YoLiOBnnol meet wuh such peril that the hope of your 
rewBHil shall not be much greHer ind^ in truths I wonder 
whi1 iKiBginal]on Ih]*^ is IhBl >ou hBve ill 1aken up~]n a 
niatler 1oo. of so L]tt]c ccrti]nty, for ]F Ihc^e Ihjng^ which 
are reported have any iulhonty, however lUlle I would not 
bliKie yon so miich. Bnt you qiiote to me the opinions of 
four minners. who, as Ihey were driven ont ot Iheir way lo 
Frandes or to some other ports lo wh]ch lhey commonly 
navigaled, had not and could nol have used ihe needle and 
the chad bul do you go, however, and mBke your voyage 
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wi1biou1 rcgBnil lo ihcir opin]on. and^ b> the grace of God. 
i'ou will no! bnn^oLit of l1 *nv thing bul bujnour iJid proFH " 

Wc may well ]niagLnc thil ihcsc stimng wonti of the 
[inncc mLi^t hive confirmed Gil Eannc^ in hi'> rc^tolvc to 
efface Ihc !itain of hi^ fonncr misadventure. \nd he 
hucctcded in do]ng '>o for he pas^td tbie dreaded Cape 
Bojactir— a greal c>cn1 ]n lhc h]s1ory of African d]!iCovcrj, 
and one tbial in 1biat day was con^]dered cquBl 1o 4 lahour of 
Hercules Gil Eenne^ reliirncd to agnleful and nH>st 
deL]ghted mB-^lcr He ]nlonncd lhc pnnce thil he hBcl 
Landed md thil Ihe soil apfieared to him uncorked End 
fruitful End L]l:e b prudent man he couLd no1 oni> tell of 
foreign planb>^ but had brought ^oine of them home ^^ilbi 
tiim in B biTTel of the new-found eBrth^ plants inuch L]l:c 
tho^c which bear^ in Portugal Ihe rose^ of 5anlB Mflrii. 
The pnnce rejo]ced to ^ec Ihem iJid gave Ihankii to God_ 
"as if the> hBd been the ^ruil and '>ign of the promised land^ 
and bcEDUght our Lady who:£c niine Ihe plant'> bore^ 1hal 
hhe would guide and sel forth the do]ng> in 1 his discovery 
to 1he pr4]^e ind glory ot God^ and lo the increase of Hib 
holv filth-" 
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Thr old world had now obti]n«J b gl]nip'^c beyond Cipc 
Bojadjr The tearful "ouK1 rcic her " hfld no Longer miKh 
Lnlcr«>t for them. bt]nf a thing Lhal wbs Dvcn.omr, and 
which wa^ lo de^tctnd from in Lmpos^ibilily to a landmark, 
from which, by degrees. 1hey would almo^l silently steal 
down lhe cobs1 connling iheir mile:£ by Ihousand^, until 
V Encode GimB should boldly carry 1hem rtjund to Indu 
Bui now CBme slormy hme^i for the FortLigLiese l:]ngdon]j 
and the troubles of the regency occupird the prince's 
al1enl]on to the eTclu'>Lon of co^mogrBph^. 

]n 1441, however, there wii* b voyage which led to very 
imponanl consequences En ihat year Antonio Gcmeahez, 
master of the robe^ to Prince Henry, wai sent on! w]th b 
vessel lo lodd Ll w]th ^kin^i of "^cb- wolves," b number of 
them having been seen, dunng a former voyage, al the 
mduth of a river about b hundred and fifly ni]les beyond 
CBpe Eojador Goncahez resolved lo signah^ie his voy: 
by a feal thi1 should griUfy h]s master more 1han lhe 
c*plLire of sea-wolves, and he accordingly p tinned ind 
executed siEcessfully in CTfiediUon forseiz]ng son^e 
Azcneghi Kloors, m order, as he told his CDnip4n]ons, to 
tike home 
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"Homc of the Lflnguigc of 1biat LOLintry-" Tri^Um, inQlhcrof 
Pnncc Heme's caplainn, Bhcrwird^ ffllling in with 
GoncBlvrz. k furlhc reap tun: of Woor^ ^^4'> madc^ and 
Goncilvci rdLirncd lo PorlugaL wHbi the ■ipo]L_ Thi^ voyage 
bccms 1o hive promplcd lhc Bfiplicalion wbiich Pnncr 
Henry made in the sime ycBr, 1o Pope Hflrtin the Fiflh 
praying 1bial biis holiness ^^ouid grant to the Portuguese 
crown all I hat EhouLd be conquered from Cspe BojBdorlc] 
lhc [ndies, togelher wuh plenary ] ncl ul^ent e for tbio!ie who 
Sihould die while engaged ]nsLich conquc-^ls- The pope 
granted these reqoe^ts^ though BherwBrd^ a'> we '>h4ll bee, 
the SpBnish discoveries of Columbus Bnd his suct^essora 
rendered ]t nccessBry thi1 1he Icrnis o\ 1he grinl should he 
niodif]ed_ 'And now." says a Porlugucsc histonan, "w]th 
this Bpostohc grBce^ wilh the breath of nnyBl favour^ md 
already wUh ihe ipplaide of the people. 1he pnnce pursued 
his puqwse wilh morr courage, md with greater oull ay." 

One pK>of of lh]!i popnlir appioval wab furnished by Ihe 
formalion of a company at Lagi>s, ]n 1444, who received 
permission from Ihe pnnce to undertake discovery ilong 
the C04SI of Afnci, 



22 COAmENCEMENT OF 

paying h]m b certain portion of Bny gainn wbiich tht> migbit 
matc_ Wbiclbicr 1bic company wa*i expressly founded for 
hiavc traffic may be dnubtfuL bu1 ]t i^ ceTlBin lhat lh]'f 
branch of their hii*i]n«iE wi^ ^>c>on found lo be the mo^l 
LiErat]vc one, and 1hat from lhi^ l]mc Europe m^y be "laid 
[D have niBde b di'>t]ncl beginning m the "tlave tridc^ 
Kenccfonh lo *ipread on bII Mdes, lite the wivcs on 
troubled WBter, and nol i]ke 1hem^ to become fainler ind 
f aimer as the circles widen For slavery wis now i^>suming 
an entirely new phiM:_ Hnherto, the !ilave had been merely 
the capl]ve ]n \^Br "Ihe frnil of lhc ^peir,' a*i he Hb"^ 
figiirat]>ely been called who lived in the hou-^L" of hjs 
conquer, and laboured al his iand't. Now. however, the 
hla>e was no longer an ace dent o^ war He had become the 
objee! of wir_ He was no longer 4 mere accidenlal snbjecl 
of baner. tic wiii to be nonghl for. lo be hunted oul. 1o be 
produced ind thi'> change aceord]ngly gave nse lo a new 
branch of commeice 

Some 1ime before 1454 4 Porlnguese faclory w*k 
establ]'^hed at one o^ Ihe Arguim i'>land'^, and Ihis factory 
soon '>yste mall zed the '>iave-1rade. Thil her came all kind^ 
of mcrehBnd]zc from 
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PodLigBl^ and gold and slivct were tfllzcn back in return; 
tht number of Ihc latler "^tiH hoirn: lixiuaLly it 1bic Uinc of 
Cb da Mo-ilo^ vi^it ]n 1454, being bcl ween seven and eight 
hundred 

The namtLvr of ihe PortugLiese voyages along ihe 
African cob*^! !">, \ot Ihe moM pin. rBther uninvLlin^ ll 
aboLini:l'> wUh nunc^, and dues Bnd far1^ bul the names 
ai^ often hard to pTDnounce 1he dBte'> have '>omelLnies an 
airoF unccnainly about Ihem, Bnd the fans Mand out in 
hard relief, dry ind nn at1 rae1 1 ve_ Could we recBll. however, 
the voya^eis I he mse Lvc^, and listen to their story, wc 
hhoold Hnd i1 inimitinf enough. Each eiterprL'>e a'> we 
have ]t nnw. w]th it'> bire stUistLcs, seem:£ a KieBf re affa]r, 
bnt It was fir o therw ise 1o Ihe men who were concerned in 
ll. Of the motives^ impeLling men to engage in such 

^ 'They err who regard the conquist^doreb as led only 
by a Ihiist for gold, or e^ en exclusively by religious 
fanalicism. Dangers always e^all ihe poelry of life, and 
moreover, the powerful age which we here sect to depicl 
in regard lo lK influence on the developmeni of cosmic a I 
ideas, gave 1o ill enterpri'fe'>, as well as lo the impressions 
oF nilLire offered b> distin! >ovage^, the chinn of novelty 
and '>ur[irLse, which begin'> to be wanting to our pre^enl 
more learned ige in Ihe min^ re^ion^ of the earth which 
are now open 1o u*i "—Humboldt's Kojtnoi Sibiiies 
trinslalion. IS4S. vol. li. p. 272 
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cxpcdLliorui soiTicth]ng has BlrtBcly bfim Mid. But bc:£]dc?i 
the hopc^ and fciP> of carh indivLdual of lhc crew, the 
cunjoint cntcrpri'>c had in il a life to be l]vcd ind a career 
to be ^^orktd uut. Tt '>lBrttd to do ^omtlbiing, fulfilLtd Lis 
purpose or Bt leiHl ^onic purpose, and I hen came back, 
radiant wHbi '>Licces'>— frDin thil 1ime forwanH lo be a greal 
fan in history Or, on 1bie olhcr hind, there wa*^ "^ime Mnall 
failure or mischance, perhaps early in 1he voyage, the 
haiiop> then began lo reckon up ill Gmens, aihJ to &ay EhU 
Little good would come of thi-^ bunines^ Further on_ ^>ome 
ienous m]Si adventure happened which made ihem Hirn, or 
fnnm ihe mere lapjie of time lhey \^ere obliged to bethink 
theirmeive-^ of getling bicb Safc1y_ nol renown or profir, 
now became theirobjecl and then hope i^as at Lanl out the 
nega1i>e of !iome feir Thereupon, ntj dLnibt, en-^ued a ^ood 
deal of reenminitiou amongst themselves, for very few 
people ire magnaniinous enough lo 
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Eh*rc ]ll-'>iEccss k]nclly logctbitn Then ]n ihc long dull 
evenings of thc]r >ovigc homt^^ards as 1bicy ^a1 look]ng 
en the VtfBicn^ tht> thou^bit wbial cxcu^i^^ bckI {^xpl anal ions 
they would inakc 1o Ihcir fnciHfc al honi^^ ant1 ho^^ shiinc 
ancl vciatLon wouLd mingle w]th Ibicirjoy at returning. 

Th]h trBnsiction teeming, as il did w]th BnMi>Li^ L]fe^ 
makes bul a poorishow m "^omt chri>nLcle;~lhey '>4ilcd. End 
did '>i>mtl bii ng^ or failed in do]ng ind then came back, and 
thi'> was jn siicbi 4 yeir— brief rerornis lite the entry man 
almBnatt, or ihc few empbiat]c wordii on b lomb-^lone 

At 1bie period ho^^c^er VrC Bre no\^ cnlenn^ u|)on 1he 
annal:£ of mirit]me discovery are fortunilely enriched by 
the account of k voyager who conLd tell more of 1he delails 
of whBt he ^aw IhBn we have biilherto heBnil fiom olher 
voyagers, ind who was him-^clf h]!i own chronicler- 

fn l454_Ca da Mos1o_ a young Venetian, who had 
already gained !iome eipcrience m voyaging, happened to 
be on board b Venetian g^lle^ thil wa^ detained by 
contrary" ^^inds 41 Cipe St Vincent. Prince Henr> wb*i then 
Liv]ng clo^e to the CBpe He nenl his ^>ecretary arKl Ihe 
Vcneliin con:£ul on hoard the gBlLey. They 1old of the 
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grcal things lbic pnncc hfld donc_ showed "^Binplcsof lbic 
commodHic^ 1bial Lime fiDjn the Lflnd^ dj*iCO>crcd by h]m 
rMidciri MJgBrs, dragon's blond and olbicr BrticLc:^^, and 
Sipotc of the gains mBdc b> Foniigucsc vovigcns being as 
great as 700 or 1000 per ccn1 Ca dB M o!i to ck p rcji^cd h]'^ 
wi^h 1o be cmpLoyed, w^\ ]nform«J of tht tenns 1tiat would 
be grBnlcd^ Bcid bieind thil 4 VenetiBn wnnld be well 
received b> the prince "becBU'te he W4'> of opinion^ thil 
Sip]ces Bnd other rich meichBnd]!ie m]ghl be found in those 
part^, Bnd know iHbI 1bic Venct]ans understood ihesc 
comnHKJ U I e'> betler thin any olbier nal]on " 

]n f]ne Ca da Mo'>ln "tiw ihe prince, and was evidenlly 
mucti ]niprcssed by hi:£ noble beanng. He obtained h]^ 
wishes, and being furnisbied wUbi 1 4. Bravely he embarked 
hi!i merchandise in ]t, and set ofFon b voyage of discovery. 
Tbiere W4'> now^ for the fiist time^ an mlelligenl min on 
boBi~d one of th«ie vesseL^^ g^^^^ i^ bis own iccounl of 
the voyage. 

From Ca da Mn'>to the reader at once learns ihe stile of 
thin^ w]tbi reganJ to the ^lave-trjde The Porliigiiese 
faclory 41 Argnim W4'> the headqnarleis of the tnde 
Thitbcrcanie all kincb> 
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of mere h and i!ic, and gold and sLivc^ were Ifllzcn bid: in 
rclurn_ The "Arabs" of Ihat cl]Sitnct |Moor^ the Por1uguc*ie 
would have called iheml were the m]ddle men in this 
arrA]r They toot their B irbiiy hor^e^ 1o Ihc negro ro un1 ry, 
and 'I he re bBrtered ^^]th 1hc great men for*ilave^," gett]ng 
from 1en 1o c]ghteen slaves for each honse They ai^o 
broughl Mlks of Granada and Tijni'>^ and silver, in 
eKohBnge for which they received slaves ind gold. These 
Anbs^ or Moors hid a place of tride of Iheirown^ called 
Hodcn^ behind Cipe Blanco. There the Jilive^ were 
b rough! "fn>m whence." Ca da Mojitosay^, '1hey Bre ^ent 
to lhc nH>unt4]n^ of BbtIzb ind froin thence lo S]CL]y. pBrt 
of Ihem ire iljiD b rough! lo Tiim^ Bnd along the coast of 
BBrbBry and the rcs1 lo Arg]n_ Bnd !iold lo the l](.ensed 
ForlLigLiese- Every year belwecn seven and eighl hundred 
sJaves iit sent fiDm Arg]n 1o FortugBL" 

^eforr thL> 1rade wa'iseltled." hByt Cb dB Mosto^ "the 
Portuguese ided 1o seize upon the Moors IhcmscK-es ^bs 
appears oc4.BSJonally from the evidence thil his before 
been referred to], ind bIso the ^/enegueii \^ho l]ve further 
CowBn:t> the south; but now peBce is re^lored to all_ Bnd 
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the Infanlc sufftis ih> f url bicr d b m age to be niLinc 1o 1hc*iC 
people He IS in hopes lhat by eonvcrs]ng wHbi Chr]!ilLBns. 
they may CB-^ily be broughl over 1o Ihe Romish fanh. as 
they are no1. b*^ yet well estiblisbied ]n IhBt of ^fohammcd^ 

oF which they tnow nothing but by hcBr-'^By '^ 

No doLibt the prince's good inlention^ were greilly 
furthered by I he coii>eii]ence of 1biis mode of Irading In 
hhod g4]n mide for ib>elf ]ts usnaL convenienl channels 10 
worl ]n ind "^ived Uself b^ mLicbi ^^ n could 1bie Irouble of 
discovery, or of m4rBud]ng Ca di Mo^to beings B't wa^ 
bBid before, the fLP>t modern European v]!i]t]ng \frjci who 
bii msel r gL> es an BceounI of ]t, and being, inoreover, an 
bionesi 4od inlelligent man, pobse^'f]ng the rare 
combinilLon of keen ob^ervat]on ind clear nBrralivc 
power, all Ihi1 he ^Mites ]s mosi valuBble He noliee^ ttie 
differences, bolh as regBnils the people and lhe coun1ry_ lo 
be found on the opposHe ^ide^ of Ihe Senegal Riven On the 
northern s]de he finds Ihe men so^bII, spare Bnd tBwny, the 
country arid and barren, on Ihe southern sinie the men 
"eTceed]ng bLiclz lail eor|TuLeii1 Bnd well made; the 
country green, and full of green trees " This I Biter 1^ the 
country 
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of Jilof. I he samt Lhil Pnnci: E~[i:nr> Fiist he aid nf in his 
tnlcrcourtf wHbi I he Woon. Bo1bi inen and womcn^ Ca da 
Mosito ^iy^_ wash ihcrruicLvc^ four or fi^c 1imc^ a day. 
being very (.IcanLy b^ to Ibicir persons, bul not ho ]n caUng^ 
in wbiLch thc> observe no rule They ire full of wordi. and 
never hi>e nione laLking; and are. For the moM pari- lian> 
and cheats \et on Ihe other hand I hey arc very chBrilBblc, 
for Ihey give a dinner or b night's lodging and a supper 1o 
al] HtrBngera who come to lheir houses, without eipecling 
any irlum 

Leaving iheoounlry o\ the Jilofb, Ci d* Mosto 
proceeded eight hundied miles further, a^ he SBy'>, (bul hr 
mus1_ ] think, have o>er-c*i lima ted his iccl:on]ng ) lo the 
country of a ncgiD potenlate LilLed K]ng Eudome] Here il 
appeals Ihat lhe religion, of the 4.oiirt at lea'>t ^^a'> 
Mohammedan, and Ca da N^o'>lo re4.oids a convep>Blion 
which he had with BndomeL upon Ihe subject. "The king 
a^ked him to give his opinion of iheir manner of woiship, 
and bIso some account of h]s own reL]gion Hereupon Ci 
dB Mosto lold him in presence of his do<.lop>, that the 
religion of Klohammed W4'> false, and Ihe Romi'>h Ihe true 
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one Th]K made the Arib^ mad ind EudomcL laugti^ who, 
on thi:£ occisLon, E4]d ihBL he look«l upon tbic rclig]on of 
the ELirtjpcami to be guod fonbiat none but God could 
biavc g]Vfn 1bicm '>o much richer and uudeT^landing. He 
added, biowevcr, thBt the Mohammedan Lew mus1 be bI±iO 
good; and 1hat he bclitvcd the ncgiT>c^ were more sure of 
hBlvalion 1bian 1bie Chrisliins, bec4U'>e God was b ju'tl Lord, 
and therefore, bs He had g]ven ihe latler Paradise in tbiis 
wortd, il ought to be po'>se^'^ed in tbie world 1o come by ihc 
negrtjc*!, whi> had scircclj anyth]ng here, in compin^ou 
with lbic olbicn> " 

From Budnmel'scounlry (he voyagers ^iBiling 
SiOU1 biw i nils cime lo the nverGBmbrB (now called 
G4mb]ar, wbuch the> entered, but could uol succeed in 
conc]liat]ng Ihe niUve'^ who atlacked ihem wilh signal 
valour, and mainlaLued the conlest wUti almost 
unpBralleled bravery, con'f]dcrLng 1tiat the anns used by ttie 
Europeiu^ werr to! ally unknown 1o I heir opponents 

Dunng the]rst4y in I his river Cb da Mosto and h]s 
compiiijons "^iw lheconslellal]onof lhc southern cross for 
the Fiist time Finding thai Ihe nalives would hive nothing 
to do wLlh Ihem, 
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for lhcy believed ihBt the ChriJitLBns were >cry bad people, 
and boufhl ncf.roe^ to eal thtm Cb dB Mosto and I he olher 
commindcr^ wished to proceed 4 biLindrcd miLe^ further up 
the river, but the co ninio n sailo rs would no1 he Br of ]t, and 
the eTpcdiUon fodhwUbi rclurncd to Portugal 

Two ytais later, in 1456 Ca dB Moslo mide ani>lher 
voyage iii the (.onrye of wbiith he di^>covered 1bic Cape dc 
Verde [slinds Leaving Ihcm, he went Bgain to lhc GambiA 
River, wbiLch bic Bsccndcd much furtbier tbian he had done 
during h]'i previous expcdilion, Bnd he aisi> succeeded on 
this occasion in concLliiUng 1bie nBti>e^. Then he went 
down ihecoBSI pished Cape Roxo, and iftrrwBrd^ SBiled 
Lip Ihe Rlo Grande, bul_ fiom want ot Bn> knowledge of Ihc 
Liuguige of lhe people, wa^ unable 1o prosecute his 
eKpiorat]oni among them 

Some nine belwecn 1460 Bnd L464_ kn eipedition went 
ou1 under Pedro de CinlrB one of 1bie K]ng of Portugal's 
gentlemen, to mabc furl bier d]ico^erici ilong the AfncBn 
co^t. These voyager>_ whose slory is bnefly told by Ca da 
Mos1o di^^overed SieuB Leone Iso called on atcounl of 
the nnanng ihuuder heard 1here), and wen1 4 little 
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hcyondCipc Mcsurido. The precipe dilc of Ihis >oyigc i^ 
LinccrlBLn, but wc may Fairly con>ii:lcr Sicm Lconc i-^ 
being tbic po]nt Btlaintd at, or iboul I he dtitbiof Prince 
Henry in 1 4ft 3 of whose chB racier, before pBrting ^^]th 
him, "^omelhing deserFes to be said. 

Thj"^ f rci1 Iciderof marilimc di^^ovcry r4s>cmblcd 
Columbus "^mjiigly ]n one lh]ng injnely_ hj!i unUy of 
purpose He resembled him, tco. in his pBlience Bnd in his 
unvBrying confidence of success even under 
disappoinl merit- "He \^as bold ind vaion^u^ in wir. vended 
in irts And lelTeis. b skiLfoi fencer la Ihe malhematics 
superior 1o all men of h]s time, generous m the CTtreme, 
mos1 zealous for the increase of the fauh No bad h4b]t wiii 
known in him. Hi^i memcry wbs equal to the anthorUy he 
bore, Bnd his prudence eqm] lo his memory/^ \nd to 1his 
chancier 1 he chionicler, ArurBra. who e>]dently knew the 
prince ^^ell, and '>peBb> v^Uh peTfect honesly ibout him, 
adds two or three of Iho^e liule niceMes of descnption 
which give Lfc and mlily bo the picture. He siy^ lhat the 
pnnce 
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wiH B mm oFgrtBt counnt] ind aLithority. wbtf and of gr>Dd 
memory, bij1 ]n some tbiin^ slow whether l1 was ihiDugh 
the prevalence of Ihe pbiLcgmBlLC lemperamenl in biis 
constLlLition, or from ]ntenlLon4l deliberalion, being moved 
to some end which men did not perceive 

]| was lh]s lemperament probably, tbial midc Ihe pnnce 
incBpabLe of 'ili-WLlI again'>l any person however great the 
injury he hid rcce]ved from h]m," so ihBl tbiis piacid]ty of 
dispo'^ition "teemed Bn aclnal fauLl in biim. He W4'> 
accord]ngly Ihonghl "deFic]ent in di^lnbntive jiislice " 
Ttiere are instances in biis conducl which bear 001 1his md 
one c^pec]aL]y in which he is staled lo have overlooked Ihe 
desertion of hi^ bBnner. on Bn occBsion ot grei1 pent to 
himself, and aflerwiKls I0 have unjiisUj fivouied the 
persons who hid thus been knind v^inling jncoorBgc This, 
no doub1 was an error on hi'> pBrt. bul 41 least ]t W4'> Bn 
heroic one.such i^ belonged to 1hc f]r^l Caesar and in the 
estimation of ihe prince\ followep>, il probabLy added lo 
their liking for the mm whil litlle U iiiBy have tiken iway 
from I heir confidence in the [irecLiian i2\ hiii jidtice bs a 
commander 
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Wr [cBvn rn>m tbic ^inic lulhonty^ thai hL'> house was 
the rnort of all 1bic good men of 1bic kingdom and of 
foreigners ind tbiat bie was b min of inlen.'^t labour aEid 
bludy. "Ofttn tht son ^oond h]m in tht SBme place v^herr [f 
kad lefl him Ihe dA> before^ bie hBving walched ihrooghoul 
the whole in: of lhe nigh1 withoul any res1 " 

Allogether whether we con-^ider this prince's molivcs^ 
tiis objects, his deeds, or h]s mode of life, we must 
acknowledge him lo be one of the mo'^1 nolBble men nol 
merely of hi-i o^^n couiHry Bnd period, bu1 of modern limes 
and of all niUons, Bnd one upon wbioise sbiouldeis m]ght 
worthily rest 1 tic Brduou^ bef.innings of continuous 
maritime discovery Would Ihat such men remained lo 
govern ihe lands they have the courageous foresight 1o 
discover' Then, ]ndeed, they m]ght late to Ihemsclves 1he 
motio lat^fi^iie hi^i Jair^^ which this prince. Iheir great 
IcBder cBiised to be inscribed by his caplBins lu many b 
lind, that as yd 41 least, his nol found much good fium ]ts 
inlrcKluctiou under h]s aid pices to the ci>ilizalionof an 
older world. 

Hurrying o>cr Ihis preliminary sketch wc mi> 
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briefly iH>tc thit Bboul slk ycar^ aflcr Prince Henrys dcith, 
the Gold CoaM was explored by FcmindQ Gome/, and 1bie 
Forlugucsc fori WB-i bu]Ll I he re which Columbiis aflerwEnils 
visiled^ I hat Fernando Po discovered an i^lind v^hich \^as 
then cilled Foimosa, but which i^ now kno^^n by Ihc nimc 
of il£] discoverer, ind thai Diego Cam^ Bccompinied^ U is 
hH]d by Mar1]n Eehijni (Martin of Bo he mi b J lhe mo^l 
celeb raled geographer of lho^e t]mc*i— to whom, by 1hc 
wjy, Eoinc of 1he credu excliciivcly due 10 Columbus hab 
been rather unfi]rLy given— d]'^co>ered the kingttim of 
Congo. About thi^ 1imc an ambassBdor*ient to 1hc King of 
PortugBl by the ^>overe]gn of Benin a temtory bel^^ecn the 
Gold Coast and Congo^ happened I0 sfieik about a grealer 
power in AfricB lhan hi'> master, to whom jndccd hi"^ 
master was but the >B'^'>al. This ]ns1antly *ict the Fonuguc^e 
king th]nl:ing aboul Presler John, of whom legends ^poke 
as 4 ChrjMiBH king ruling over a Chri'>lian nBlion 
bOKiewhere in whal wbs vaguely called the ]nd]c^. and ihc 
search after whom isi_ in maritime discovery, whal lhe 
alchemisl's pijniij]t after the p h] Loso p her's stone was in 
chemi^lry The ting concluded thi1 lhis "greBter 
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power" muHt be Premier John iJid Bccordingly 
EarthQlonicw DIbz ancl Iwo Dibicr caplBins were !icnt ou1 on 
further tlijico^ery They did iHJt ftnd Premier John but macle 
tht]r way southwBrd^ aLon^ b lhoiJ'>and Bnd fifly mile^ of 
new coiHl as fir as 4 cape whicbi. fiDm cxpenence, ihey 
called Cape Sturmy^ bul wh]cbi iheir ma^te^ ^ccin^ in ]ts 
discovery an omen of belter ttungs^ rcnatned bs thr Cape of 
Good Mope. 

1 1 Ls 4 Facl of greal biistoncil i merest^ Bnd a singular link 
belwecn Afrjcin and Aniencin discovery, 1hat 
Earthnlomew Columbus, brolbier of Chrislophcr, was 
cnf.agcd ]n thi"^ voyigc_ The Buthi>r]t> for thi't impodanl 
slattmcm i:£ Las Casas, who says thil he ^ound, in k book 
belong] ng Id Christopher Columbus, being one of the 
works of Cin3]naL Aliico b iHJtc "m EBrtholomew Colon's 
handwnting." f^^h]ch he knew ^^cll having several of the 
I titers and papers 4:onccrnLng the expedition in his own 
possession^, which nole gi^es a shod aecoum, ]n bid Lai in, 
of lhe voyigc. mcniions the degree of LiUlude of the Cape, 
and concludes with 1he won1s "nz l'jItjjJ^jjj r^JFjmJ^jjj mPf^/crr " 

]n fielion, too, this >o>Bge of Bartholomew 
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Dia?: was very noUblc^ 4^ it [irc^cnttd an r>ccasian fnr the 
wnting of one oF lhc mo^l cclcbmcd pB-^^agc^ in modern 
poetry, a pB-^agc no1 ca*i]Ly to be surpBSH«l for il!i majc^ily 
and 1cndtnic^>s ind for 4 bciuly wh]ch ocn lhosc t]r«»omc 
al]Li£]orL'> to ihc c]ass]c^ IhBt gi\c b fadtd air to "lO much of 
the poetry of thr Si]Ttccntbi century, cannot smously 
disfigLirc nor obscure 

]| tft Id be found in Ihe LLi'^]adasof Caniocn'>, and 
tndicalc^ the culminaling point of Ponugnc^c discovery in 
Africa, a*i (.elcbralcd by 1bic nBtiorn] pi>e1 

Jiiiit B*^ the nianncr^ ipproicbi Ihc Cipe 4 cloud riM!s, 
darkens I he ijr, and Ihen dm<.lo'^e'> a monstrous gi b nt, wi1h 
dec|t-±icl, cavemed cye^, of rtiggcd coLinlcnincc. Biid pallid 
earthy colour, vast ai ihBt slaluc of A|>oL]o Ihc coIos-^bI 
wonder ot the world In si>lcnin language thi*^ awful shape 
poura forth d]'iB'ilroLS prophecies, and ihrcalcns bus highest 
vengeance on tho'te who hive discovered him— 
maledict]ons whicbi, bIis' may be securely utiered againsl 
those ^^ho Bccomphsh lugbit thil ]'f bolder than ha^ huherto 
been attempted by Ibieir fellow men 

When vexed by lhe queslion "Who art lhou^" 
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tht "^ tufif ndaLi^ Ihody" hBr^hly End mournfLiLly replica Ihat 
bic ]Si IhBt great Mormy Cape biHhcrto h]ddcn fiDm 
mantind whom ihcir boLdnc^^ in distovcnn^ much 
o FFcndH 

He I hen rtlatr^ the to uc h i ng story of h]s lovt: biow hr 
Wis AdainB-ilor- of the race of T]tins, and biow he lo>cd 
The1i!i_ lhe fBircst being of the sea, and how. decc]ved by 
the (magic I arts of her "who was the Life of h]s body," he 
found biLiimel F e B ress] ng i roiigh and homd rra^ inslead of 
her ^weel wjK countcnBnce; and how rra^icd by f ricf ind 
by dL'>honoijr, he wandtred forth to netk anothi^r world 
where no one should behold h]m and mock his misery, 
how ^l]LI lhe >cngcBnce of lhe godii piirsued him. Bnd how 
he felt his flesh graduBlly turning ]nto TDck, and h]s 
membera ex lending the iir^e Ives among lhe long WBves, and 
how, for ever 1o increise h]Si agony, lhe bcBuliful Thc1i^ 
h1ill enciicled h]m 

Having lold h]s gncf, he made himself ]nto b dirk cloud 
fDfj/f --f^ cr Frrri^FJT HFgrcr), and the sea roired far off w]th 
a ^>onorou*i !iOund And then the Porliiguesc mBnncr Lifted 
up hi'> hBnd'> in priycr lo the sacred chorus of inge]^ Vrho 
had guided lhe vcuieL ha Long on lis wiy, ind prayed 
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God 1D rcmDvc thr fLilnlmriil nf the evil ibiings which 
.\dAniBslor hid [irophc^]«J agaiii'>l hL'> nation. 

The Gcn]LS of lhc Stonnv Cflpc migh1 hi>c IbIzch up a 
direr Eong of [irophtcy 4g4]rL'>l IhL' inhibHants of thr 
Linfortunalc land of whicbi he formnJ so corui p]c uqiei kud 
moLirnfuL a preeminence- 

MarLlimc dL^>rovcry had now, by slow ind painful 
degrees proceeded do^^n the coast of \fnci, ncariy to the 
EDU1 biernmo^ t pD]nt, and Vt^th thence will '>oon be curving 
round m due coiJp>e to ]nd]a_ Eu! expcdit]on'i by sea were 
no1 1bie only mode^ of d]!iCO>ciy nndcrtaten by Ihe 
Portuguese in the reign o\ John the Sct^ond of Portugil 
Pcdio dc Covilbiam and Alfonso de Pa]va went on an 
enterpnjie of discovery mainly by land The liUerdied 41 
Cairo, 1bie fonner made hi'^ way 1o Cflnanor, Caleeut, End 
Goi. and ihence bact 1o Cairo, where he found thi1 his 
companion had died lie ihen ^et out BgBin, and e>en1iiaLly 
came inio the kingdom of Shoa,^ to the court of 

^ A country in ihe Sioulh of AbyhsiniB Tcgulel the 
ancient CHpitfll or ShoA, ts in 38^40' E long., and 9 '45' N. 
lit. 
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"ihc K]ng of Hibbcsh," who rulf]Llcd ^Lifficicnlly ]n 
Co>]Lhim's cyn>, I he idea of Prcjitcr John and wi^ 
accord] ng I y c H I led ^o. [t ih acunou't coinc]dcncc thai an 
ambas^ Bclo r from 1bic King of ]iabbt'>h^ called Luci'^ 
Mirco:^, a pnc^t of thai counlry, cinic iboul thi't time lo 
Rome and ifler^^aids 1o L]^boii, wh]ch circumstance gave 
a new ]mpelu'i to bII Ihc Kmgof PortugBl's "hopes. w]'ihe^ 
and endeavouni." 

\ morr reniBrtahle person even thin an b iTi> bs*^ Bdo r 
from Premier John irrived neirly Bt the "^Bme Umc it 
LbsbcFi Th]s wi^i Eemoin, Pnnce of JBlof Bemoin CBme to 
Keeb lhe proleclionof the King of PorUigaL and 1he reas^jn 
of hi^i coni]ng wbs a^ follows. He wiii the bn^lher on lhc 
mother's "iide, of Briin, King of Jalof. This king wi'> inert 
and vicLoiEi He hid, however, the ^^]sdom to niBlze 
Eemom firime min]hter, and 1o IhKfw ill the cares and 
tioLibleb of governing upon him. Nolh]ng \^bs heinJ in the 
kingdom but of Bemoin. But he^ '>eeing^ perhaps, lhe 
ireieturHy of h]s po^iUon, d]ligenlLy made fnends ^^ith lhe 
ForlLiguc^iC, keeping aloof, however, from beeom]n^ i 
convert. Ihough he lisitcnrd respeelfnlly to thobe who 
expounded 1he 



HiS f^ECEFTiO^' AT LISBON 41 

ChnMnn fanh to h]m CLb]tib, a brtJibicr of Ihc incrL Enan, 
by the falhcr's !i]i:lc_ became jcjIolh of Ecmoin rcvolicd. 
killed Bnan^ End vanqLiL'>hFd Ecmoin. ^^ho thereupon 
threw himself upon the protecUon of hi^ Portuguese 
friends^ ind came to Lisbon. 

Bemojn Vr3ii received mignihccntLy by Kinf. John of 
PorlugBl The negro prLiK.e had formerly fllLeged Ihot one 
of hi'> rea*»ons for not beeoming a Chri'>l]an was lhe fear of 
disgu'fling hiE followeis. buK bein^ ]n Portugal that reason 
no longer held f.ood and he becBme a con>en, being 
bapt]zed as Don John BcKiO]n^ having King John for a 
godfBther. T^^enty-fonr of Eenioin'*i genUemen received 
ba[iti:£m after bum. Tbiis iz the arcouni of h]s reeeplion 
"Bcmoin becali^e he wmi^ a men of lai^ s]ze and f]nc 
presence about forly yeiP> old w]th b Long End ^^elL- 
arranged beard Appeared indeed nol like a bflrbBrouH 
pagan^ bul as one ot our own prince'>^ to whom all honour 
and reverence were due W]th equal mijeMy and griv]ty of 
demeBnour he commenced ind fmi-^hed hi^ oration using 
huch indiEements lo mike men be^^uL his sad fortune ]n 
exile, thit only seeing the^e nHurBl "^igns of'^oriuw^ people 
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comfi rchtndcd ^^hBL 1bif intcipi'ctcr ift^rwarcfc said. HBVLng 
ftnLihtd tbif "^lattnicnt nf biiscB'^c ^^ b good oralor would, 
in dccLinng thil hi'> only r^mtdy and only hopr W4S in lhc 
grcalncw> and generosity of the king, wHbi \^hom bic "tpokc 
aside for i shod t]nic, he \^as aiftwered by I he ting in few 
wvnfe.so much to h]*^ ^Bti'^fiction thil ]mmedLBlcly it made 
a change ]n his whole k>ok, spints, Bnd bearing, rcndcnng 
biim iTio'>t J oyo ITS. Taking leB^e of tbic king he weiH 1o kiss 
the quecn'h hand^ Bnd then 1biat o^ Ihe firince, to whom he 
hBid B few words, Bt lbic end oF wh](.h he prayed lbic pnncc 
thai he would interc^cde in hih fB^our w]th the king. And 
thence he W4'> conducted to hih Lodgings by all Ihe nobility 
thil hBd BccompBmed bitm." 

After this_ Ecmoin had mBny convep>i1ions wUh the 
king, and ilwBys ac qui tied himself well. Amongst other 
things, he gave infonnition rcspecling various Afncin 
nat]ons, and e-^pecially of the bing of a Jewish pcopJe, who 
in many lh]ng^ resembled ChnMiins Here 4g4]n ihe 
Podugne'^e monarch was delighted it finding himself upon 
the 1 rat es of P Tester Jo hn 

1 1 mus1 ni>l be k^rgotlen lo mention, that the 
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king midt grcal rcio]CLngs in honor oF Bcmom's 
convcraion on which iKCBS]on Ihc nc^ro pnncc's 
aUcndanls performed "lingular fcat'> on bior^cbBck 

Bcnio]n m4]nt4]ncd hih Favout al ihc Pod ugucsc co oit, 

and ^LiCL ceded in biis object of obti]ning milLlary 
ass]'^1ancc. lie \^aii sent back to h]^ o^^n country wilh a 
For1iJguc^>e *iqiJidiDn oF Iwcnly cbibvcIs, which had For i1s 
Lib true l]o n:£^ bcE]dcs his rc'>t]tut]on, to found i fdn on Ihc 
banks of ihc nvcr ^cncgil 

The ForlLigucsc jrnvcd Bt lhc nvcr, and begin bu]Lding 
Ehr fort^ bol irc said to hB^c chosen Bn unhealthy spot 1o 
buiLd on_ Whelhcr ihcy could have chosen a healthy one is 
doubtful- The commander, however. Pedro Vai thoughl 
th4l there wbs Ireichery on BenH>Ln\ part^ and killed him 
wilh lhe blow of a dagger on boird his >e^>seL_ The bij]ldLng 
W4S discontinued, and Pedro Viz relnrned 1o Portugal 
^^hcre he found lhc k]ng excci>s]vely vexed and d]sple*Eed 
at the fate of Eejuoin 

The historian may now stop ]n hi^ ti^k of tnc]ng 
Portuguese discovery along lhc cob-^I of Afnca We hi>e 
seen ]t making lis wiy ^ith qu]et peisever^nce^ for seventy 
^eare^ from Cape 
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Nam to the Cipc of Good Hope, a d]Si1ancc of some ^ix 
thoLisancI m]lc^ This lon^ couisl" of d]SiCovery hB-^ been 
alnio'>t enl]rely Ihniwn in1o '>hade by lhc more dinng imJ 
bnllum d]^co>cry of Amcnca. which we have now 1o 
enter upon Ye1 lhesc piTweedLngs on the \fricin LOi^l hid 
in 1hem all I he energy, perseverince, and courage which 
distin^u]!ihed American discovery. Prince Henry h]mEelf 
WIS hardly a less peisonage than Columbus. They hBd 
different elements to contend in_ Bu1 Ihe man whom 
princely \^eaLlh ind posUion. Biid thL' temp1at]oii to intrjgue 
which there miu^l have been ]n the then slate o^ Ihe 
Porlu^uese eourl, ne^er induced 1o swerve from the one 
fiurpobe which he m4int4]ned for forly ye4P>, unshaken by 
popular clamour, how e> e r so rel> vexed he m]£ht be wilh 
inwBnil doubts Bnd misgivings; who passed LBbonous dayi 
and walchtui nights ]n de>Dlion to 1his one purpose 
enduring the occBsionBl shod-comiugs of his agents with 
ihil forbcB ranee wh]ch springs fn^m acBre for the 
enterpnse in hand, so deep is to conlnji pnvate vexalion 
(the very tame mot]ve which mBdc Columbus beirsa 
mildly wuh insult Bnd conliimcLy from his FollowePil,— 
bULh 4 man IS 
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worthy to be put in comparL^>on wUh the other grci1 
discoverer Vrhr> wortcd out his cnlcqtrisc Ihirsugh poverty, 
neglect, sore tri>BiL. and I he vicissitudes of courls. 
Moreover, lI micit no1 be forgotten thBl Prince Henry \^as 
nndoubled L> the filbier oF jnodern geogrBph]Ci] d]sco^eri', 
and lhat the resnll of h]s exerliDns must have g]ven much 
impulse 1o Columbus, if it did nol np>l move h]m lo his 
greal uncle rtiking. Afler I he ahovc eulogiumon Prince 
Henry, which is not the leas! more thin he merited his 
kinsmen the contemporary Portuguese monarchs -should 
come jn for lheir share of honourable ment]on, as they 
seem to hive done the]r pin ]n Afnein dimi^very wi1h 
much vigour without jealousy ot Prince Henry ind wi1h 
high ind noble 4]ms. Lt would ilsn be but just lo include ]n 
soKie p^n of this prBise, the many brive CBpl4]ns who 
distingu]'ihed Ihemselves ]n 1hcse enlerpnses 

How fflr Ihe grcBl d]scoverer, on whose career we iir 
about to enter, wbs himself actually corxemed ]n these 
Afncin CKfieditions we have no meins o\ deciding. But 
there cin be L]tl]e doubt thai this rBising the curt4]nof lhe 
unknown, this glimpse of new eounlnes, gave a keen 
fitimuLiE 
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to lbic r&>cBrcbic!i of gcogr^pbcr>_ End, in fBt:t, "^d lhc 
faih]cin of iJ]'ico>cry_ Men's m]nd^ were dra^Mi into this 
spccLBl cbiannel End l1 rtmaLiiE^d fo r C birL'>lophiz r Co Lumbu& 
fiist to form a Hound theory oul of 1bic conflidin^ views of 
the 4. o'>nH>gr4 p hers , and finally lo cirry out 1biat throTy wi1bi 
the boldncji-i and rcsolulion which have mBde hi-^ name one 
of ihobe beacon-fires \^h]cbi carry on from pcnod lo period 
the tiding^ of the worid's greal history through successive 
ag«> 



CHAPTER TT. 

Eariy VeoM of C^himbui. 

The quL''>l]on nf ColumbLi^^ birtbip Lacc has been ilmo^t 
as hotly Lontc^lcd as 1hat of Homcr'-^- A SLicrc&Lon of 
[1 aji^hlcl^i: ry hid diM.ib'^cd Ihc prcLcnsioib of biaLf 4 dLi^rn 
diff^rtm 1 1 all an villages to be Ihc bLdhplacc of lbic ^r^ at 
navigalor. but "ilill arc h aco Logisl^ wtrc divided on Ihc 
subjcci, when, it 4 comparatively rcccn! pcnod Ihc 
discovery of the w]LI ]n wh]ch Columbus bequeathed part 
of his property to the Bank of Genoi, conclLis]veL> sc tiled 
the poini in favour of thi1 cil>_ "Thence I came " he "^ay^, 
"and there w4h ] born/ As lo the date oF his binh Ihere i^ 
no such direct evidence; and conjee! nres ind inferences, 
founded on v4noiJ'> '>laleineii1'^ m his own ^^ritmgh ind in 
those of his CDnlemporarie'>, range 
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over lhc 1wcn1y yc*ra from lA-36 lo L45ft in aUcmpling lo 

ass]f n lhc prtci^c Umt of h]*^ af^caranci: in lhc world \^r 
[rv]n^ idopts lhc earlier of tbic*ic 1wo dilKi upon lhc 
authority of 4 rcmart by B crnildcz, the curBtc of Lo!i 
Pilacio'i^ which ^peak*^ of lhc death of Columbus in tbic 
jcar ]506, "it b good old age, being ^icvcnty ycari old, a 
liuLe morcorlfsb." But tbii^ ^talement hB^ an bit of 
vagiitne^>s, and ]Si_ moreover, inconsi^lent with several 
paisiges in Columbus'^ own Icttnis " And the evidence of 
the anc]ent authorities who ^ecm nH>st to be n^lied on 
po]nt*i mher I0 lhc yeir L447 or 144S k^ the pnsbibie di1e 

His r^lhcr \^as a wool-<.4nJer bol Ih]*^ facl nioes not 
nece^iSBriLy imply, ]n 4 ci1y of leaders i]l:c GenoB. IhBt h]K 
family ivbs of pBrUeolarLy humble origin At any me, like 
mo-i! olhcry, when the Ligh1 of a great man\ b]rth is IhiDwn 
upon lis retords tcbI and possible, ]t presents some olher 
nanieb no1 Bllogclhi^r unwodhy lo be inscribed 

^ "Hef^ haiF," says hi'> '>on Fernando, "lumcd whiTe 

before he wai> lh]rty_' Tbiii> would Bdd to his ippirent age, 
and mighl have deceived Eemildcz 
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amon^ Ihc grcBt mBn^ ancc^lory. Christopher wai not, bic 
SiBy^ ]n 4 Ldtcr to a lady of 1hc Spanish court, the f]rM 
admiral of hi'> family— referring, cvidcmLy, to two naval 
commindcr^ bcinng hi^ name, who had iltBined ^omc 
distinct]on in the mintimc service of Genoa and France. 
and 1bic younger of whom. Colombo cl Mozo, wah in 
command ot 4 Frc nc bi sqiiadn>n ]n the expi:cl]t]on 
nndcrtikcn hy John of Anjou again^l NBples for 1bic 
recDvciy of 1he Neipnl Han crown Bui bii^ rclilionsbiip wUbi 
th«ie CDlonibo'>. ]f Iraccable al all. was piobably only 4 
very di'>lBnt one, ind h]^ ^on, in admilUng 1biis wisely SBys 
th4l Ihc glory of Christopher ]Si qnile enough, wHhou1_ I he re 
being a necessHy to borrow Bny from his arcestop>_ 

At B very earl> age he becBme b *itiident at the 
Univcryity of P^vib where he iBid lhe foundations of ihat 
knowledge of m b themil ic'> and nalural science, which 
slood him in good '>teBd lhK)ughoul hi'> life. \1 Genoa he 
would niliinlly regBi~d the sea bs the grcal field of 
enterprise which prodiEcd harvesis of rich wares and 
spoils of glorious vidones, and he m^y have heard, now 
and Ihen. ne^^s ot the iBtest conclusions of lhe Arabic 
geogriphers Bt Senaar. ind rumours of exploralions down 
the African coas1, which would be sure 1o exc]te mlcrest 
among lhe minlime pofiulilion of his birthplace ll is not 
wonderful IhBt, eiposed to "^uch innuences. he preferred 4 
life of adventure on the seB lo the drudgeiy of his filher's 
trule in Genoi. 
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.Accordingly, after fLn]Eh]ng biis icadcmical couiyf al 
PBV]a, he spent bu! 4 few trksomc moiHb> B-i a carder of 
wool {l€CIorf?a*im} End ictuilly cnlcrtd on his natitj^.^! 
career brforr bic was f]ftccn ytais old. 

Of hiE many ^oyBgcs. wh]ch of I hem took piBcr before, 
and whi4.h after hi'> coming 1o Portugal we h4>c no 
di^tincl record but arc "ture thai bic 1ravcis«J b iBrge pad of 
the known world. lhBt he visited England lbiat bie mBdc h]s 
W4> 10 Iceland and Fne^land" (wtieie he miy possibly 
hBve 

^ The BccoLint of thi'> voyage to the norlh of EuiDpc. as 
comntonly quoled, furni^hc^ a '^]ngul4r instance of the 
inaecuracy of trBn'>LBtoFS in the malterof f]gijres. 
Coliimbii^ ]*i there made to say, 1biat at the Ullima Thule, 
which be reached, "the tide^ were !iO greal as I0 ri^e and 
fall 1wen1y-!in fitbioms " L_e 156 feet_ Of course th]Si an 
ateiurdjty; for no tide-s in Enrtjpe n-se much above 50 feel 
ifre hB^e no record oF ihc e;tac1 wonils used by Columbui*, 
but in ihe cxiant Italian translilion he ["> made I0 speak of 
the nsic being venti !iei brBcchiB i e 1wenly-^ix ellsi fnot 
falhomK). or ibou! fiFty-lwo feel But even 1bii^ reduced 
estjmale mu^l be eice-ssive ExcepI m the Bristol Channel 
Ihcic IS no nsc of 1ide in the seas of Northern Euiofie 
which al all ipprDiches thi'> limit At Re]ki4^]k ^[celind) 
the rise ih seventeen ind a hilf feet. In OreenLind it vanes 
from ■ minimum of seven feel al Julianshaib to a 
maximum of Iwclve ind a hilf feet Bt Fredenkshaab 
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Kcaid viguc tfllcs of the i:l]*iCO> cries by the Northmen in 
Nodh America)^ thai he hid been 41 Bl N^]na^ on the coaM 
cirGu]nea^ and thai he had Hei^ii tht Islands of thr Grtciin 
Airh]peLigo_ "I hi>c been scebin^ oul the secrcl!i of nilurc 
for forty yeais," he !iays. "and w herever !ih] p has mailed, 
there hi>e [ voyaged "But beyond a few vagiie b LI unions 
of lh]s bind, we Izno^^ scarcely Bnylh]ng of thc*ie early 
voyBgc!i_ However, he menlions pirHeularly hin having 
been employed by King Rene of Pnsvence to inleircpt a 
VenetLBn g4]L]ot. And th]'^ exploit fijrniEhe'> ]LluKlral]on'^ 
bolhof h]'i boldness and his lacl_ During the ^ojBgc Ihc 
ncwn was brought 1hat the gBlLiol ^^B-i convoyed by Ihree 
other vessels Thereupon lhe crew were unwilling to 
ha^iBPil an engagement Bnd in'>i'>led ihat Columbus should 
rclurn to 
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Man»*ilLcs tor re- 1 nforctmc n L Columbus made a Icinl of 
acquic^cciK. i: but craflily amugtd tht compass so thit it 
appcircd thil ihcy ^^crc rtlurriLng, while 1bicy were really 
sletnng tht]rorLg]naL cour^t and so iTn^ed 41 Carthage no 
on I he new muniLug^ thLukiug all 1bic w title 1biat thty were 
in full sail for K1 aiseil I es 

Cons]derLng how much more real thr bieio of a 
biography appeiP> if we can pielure h]m bcc irately ]n our 
mind's eve, and see h]m 'in bus habil is he h^etl ' H ia 
s]ngul4r]y unfodunBtt thBl tbie personfll apfiearBnce of 
Columbus hB-^ been so variously described by Ihr old 
bustoriBns tbial l1 i*^ impossible 1o speak wUh certainly on 
the subject. Slran^ely enough, too, no well-authenticaled 
ponrait of the grei1 discoverer exisbi Ferdmind 
Columbu:£ who would be b good Butbionly. r4]ls lo gi^e it&, 
in deH^rib]ng bus f*lher any of those litlle touches whicbi 
mate up b gi>ud lilenry pbiotognph. We IcBrn however, 
thai he biad b commanding presence, thai he was abo>e ihe 
middle heigbit w]th a long (.ounlenance rBther full cheeks 
an Bqu]line nose, Bnd lighl grey eyes full ofeTpresEion. Eiis 
biair was nalurBlly light in colour, but, as has been BirrBdy 
stated. 
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Ll turni^d ncnrL^ wbiilc \^h]li: he \^a^ ^1ill 4 young man 

The fwcuJ nr c haric tcnM Lc^ of biL^ Tniru.\ ire such ^\ wc 
migbit naturally ci^prct to f]nd in tht onginaloro^ sucbi h 
wort Hs the discovery of Amrnci.— ^^ho W4S, indeed, one 
of Ihr grcal !ip]rits of the earthy bu1 ^tilL of the JiBmconlcr 
oFsoul 1o whi4.h great invcntois Hnd diseovcrcrs have 
mo-^Uy belonged- Lower down, too, in niaiit]nd. iherc \^ 
much of the sam^: nature leading 1o VBnous kind^ of 
wodhy deeds ihough there ire no more conlinenK For it to 
discover 

Bui to relurn to the renowned pep>on4ge of whom we 
arr speaking. There wa^ gfCBt '>implb]ty aboul him ind 
niLich loyally and >enerat]on The IruLv great are apt 1o 
believe ]n lhe greatne^ of olhery, and so lo be loyal in iheir 
relations here while for whal l^ beyond here, a large 
me4'>ure o\ venerat]on belongs 1o lhem, as having a finer 
and more habitually pre:£en1 co n'>o]o usne'>^ Ihan mos1 men 
of something Lnfimtely above what even I heir imaginations 
can comp4'>s lie W4'> as mign a n i nH>w> as lI was poss]btc. 
perhafKi for ^>o ^ensHive and impa-^^ioned a person to be_ 
He wa-i humane, "^elf-denying courteous He 
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Kad on inlcllccl nf thil laigcly inquiring kind ^^hicbi jnoy 
remind us of our grci1 Eugi]'^h philosopher Eflt^on He \^a*i 
hicigulirly resolute and enduring The Spiuiaids hive a 
word !ong{AnIfnIdad^ which has been well Bppi]ed ]n 
de?icribing biim^ as i1 signifies greBtness and eonslancy of 
mind in advcrsily. lie was rapt in h]s designs, biaviug b 
nnging forever ]n his cars of greBl piojccts inBk]ng bum 
deaf to much^ perhaps^ tbial prndeuec ni]gbit biave bieeded — 
OTIC Id be loved by Ihose ueir biim^ and Likely by his 
presence 1o inspire favour jnd respect 

At wtiat precise period bus greH ]dea came lulo his nund 
we have no means of ascertaining. The conlinuous 4.urren1 
oF FonugucsedL»covenes hid^ a*i we biavc seen excited the 
mind of EuTDpc, ind micit have grcally influenced 
Columbus, living in 1bic m]dsl of 1biem Th]s may be said 
wi1biou1 jn the Lcas1 de1ra4.ling from his merUs as a 
discoverer. In reBl life people hJo no1 spring from 
something baseless lo something substBntiBL as people in 
s]ck drcBms- A f.rcal in>enlionor discovery is often like a 
daring Jeap^ bu1 it ]s from land lo lind^ no1 from nolh]ng Id 
sometbung^ and if we look at the subject wilbi lh]s 
considerBtion 
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fully before us wc shilL probably admit tbial CoLumbus hid 
a*i iBrgc 4 *ihirc in the mcrU of his i:l]^co>cry ai moM 
invcnlora ordi^^ovcrcra cm Liy claim to_ [f lbic ]dci whicbi 
bla^ rtndtrcd hini falTH>Li^ wbs not la hi^ mind Bt 1bic oul'^ct 
oF his career ot in>csl]gat]on. al any rBtc he hid \roru Ihc 
fiisE a desire for discovery ^ or as he ^ays h]mselr the wish 
to know the ^ec^rcts of this world ]1 m^y be a quest]on 
whether tbii^ impui'^e soon brought biini lo his utmost bieight 
of survey, ind tbial bie 1bien only applied lo Learning lo 
confinn his nrsi views, or whdbier 1bic impulse merely 
cimcd h]m Blong wilh growing perception of lhe great 
trulh bie was 1o prove^ into deep Ibiinking upon 
cosmographicaKliidics, Portuguese discoveries, ihc 
dreams of learned men lhe labouisof former geographers, 
the dim prophetic nolices of greet unknown larKl't, and 
vague re pons amon^t mBnneis of dnflwood seen on the 
seBS. But at any me we know ihat he arrived at a f]Ted 
conclusion 1bial there was 4 W4> by the we:£l lo the [ndies, 
thil he could discover this way. ind so come Id Cipingo, 
CalhBy. the Grand Khin, and ill he had mel w]th ]n the 
gorgeous descnptions of Hbfco Polo and o1her ancient 
aulhontjes We 
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may hdI prdcnd 1d lay dnwn the txBct chronDLng]C4l order 
cf Ihr fbrmation of Iht idcB in biis iniiid^ in IblE^ to know 
rm^rc Bboul il lhan hi: ^^ouLd probably hivi: been abit to ti:ll 
US biimscLf- And lI must no1 be for^tlcn 1hat biis cntcqtrme, 
a^ compared w]th 1bial ot Ihc PonugLic^c 4 long the coisl of 
Afnca^ WME as an tnvcnliDn compared to Bn improvement. 
Each new dm^ovcry I hen wai hut a slep beyond thit wbiirh 
had preceded it^ Colnmbus was lhe f]rsl Id steer boldly 
from shore in1o the wi^le of waters, an originator, not a 
mere impiover. 

Fernando CoLumbLi^ diy]des in1o lhree classes the 
grtnmds on ^^hicbi hi-s Falhers iheory wb-s based, namely. 
reiHons from nilnre, 1bie ButhorHy of wrilers. and 1bie 
testimony of sb] Iocs. He believed the world to be b sphere, 
he under-esUmiled its -size; he over-est] mated lhe si/e of 
the Asiatic ronUnent. The farther 1bia1 4.onlinen1 exiendcd 
to 1tie eastward lhe nearer ]t came round toward Spain. 
And this, in a grealer or Less degree hid been the opinion 
of lhe ancien! geographers. Both Anstolle and Seneca 
thonghl Ihat a ship Ki]^h1 sail 'in a le^^ days" ^i~om Cadiz 
to Indii. Strabo, too. believed thai it m]^hl be 
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po'>sibLi: to navigalc on 1bic ^^mc [larillcl of lal]tudc^ due 
wc^t from ihc coihI of AFnti or Spain to ihflt of Enclia- The 
accounls given by Man-O Polo and Sir John Maundcvillc of 
their CTploraUonH 1o\^ ards C hi n a confirmed the 
esaggerjicd ]dca of Ihc cMenl of Ei^lcrn \^ii 

But of all the worlz't of learned mcn^ IhBt which, 
according 1o FenJinend Columbus, hsd must wtight with 
his filhcr, was the "CosmographiB" of Cflrdinil Aliico. 
And lh]h book affords a good ]lLustr4lion of the 1 hen stile 
of scientific bnowLcdgc Learned argiinienl-^ are 
inlerspersed wilh the mi>st absuKi fables of liou-bodied 
men End dog-ficed women; gri>e iud "^oinctjmes 
tolerably sounds disquisilions on the carth':£ surface ire 
mixed up w]th the wildest slones of monsten> End 
s B 1 4111 B ndc ry^ of giBnts ind pigmies ]l is here thil \^c find 
the original of our modem acquaintiJicc. the sca-serpenl 
described as being "of huge si/e, so 1 hat he kills Bnd 
devoup> laige "flagf and is Bble to cidss the oceiii." and lhc 
wondeis of the unknown ^^orld Brc cnuucialed wilh a 
c ire nmstiiil nJ minuteness which miis1 hBve easily won the 
crrdence of a willing disciple like Columbus lie was bIso 
confinned in his views of the 
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c%i^i^ni.c of \L x^c^tcm pBS'>agr to lhc Iik1lc:£ by PbuId 
TojicanclLi 1bic F]orcnt]nc p h] Loh^j p bicr, to whi>m miKh 
cr«Jil ]s due for lhc cncourB^cmcnt he iffordcd to lhc 
cntrrpri^c- Thai 1hc nol]ccs, however, of wc^lcrn lands 
wrrc not ^uch as 1o hivi: much wcighl \^ith otbicr men ]'f 
£]ijff]c icntly piovcd by lhc d]ffLculty whicbi Columbuii had 
in contcnd]ng wilh advcp>c gti>griphcra and men of 
science in general, of whom, he sayji he never was ibic To 
convince any one. After a new world hid been di'^overed, 
many h^ Btlcred ]ndd1ioiVi were then found to biavc 
foreshown ]t_ "When he promised a u^Vr hcm]Kphcre," 
write'> VoLlainz "people niBintBined thu it could no1 exist, 
and when he had di^cvvered lI lhBl ]t biad been known b 
Long t]mc_" [t wi^ to confulc ^iKbi de1ra(.lop> thai he 
resorted to the well known c;tpedien1 for mating an egg 
s1and on end. Bn ilLustrilion of the meaning ot originBlily 
which by Ihe WBy. w4h no! il!iclf onginaL, ai E rnncl I e-^c h i 
tiad BireBdy employed ]t when hi^ merit m devising a plan 
for rA]Mng Ihe cupola of Florence cathedral wa^i 
queslioned 

OF ihe imoun! of evidence fumi-^hed by ihe 1e*itimon> 
of sai]on>, 1 1 i'> difficuH 1o speak wilh 
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any dtgrrc of Bccurary. Rumourn of d nfl- ^m3mI, apparrnUy 
cirvcd wHbisomc *iavagc implcincnt^; of mammolh rccdii 
corresponding ^^]th FloLcmy\ Bcrounl of Ibio^c ind]gcnDus 
to Lnd]a, even of Iwo corpus, cast up on one of I he Azo rem- 
and presenting an afipearmcc quite unlike IhBt of any rBce 
of Euiope or Afnca; aII seem Id have come 1o Ihe w]Liing 
eiP> of Col Limb UH, and lo have been regarded b> biim ai 
"confinnitLDns, sinnng as proofs of hol^' wnl," of the grcaL 
theory. 

Aboul ihe year 5470 Coiumbid Bmved Bt Lisbon. 
.\cconHing 1o Ihe icconnt given by his son, Bnd idoplcd by 
the historian Eossi, he hid "^Biicd w]th Colombo el Mozo 
(the nephe^^ of lhat "fiist AdmirBl of the fimjiy" of whom 
wc have alTTBdy heird) on 4 cniise to ]nte]rept "^omc 
VenctiBn merchantmen on their \^ay home from FlanJcrs 
Al breik ot di> the batlle began, off Cape SL V]ncenl. and 
Listed tjll nightfilL- The pnvateercomminded by 
Colnnibu.'f grappled 4 huge VenetiBn galley, wh]ch, aflcr b 
hand-lo-hand struggle, cioghl fire, Bnd the flBmcs^preid 
to lhe pri^Bteer Friends ind encniie'^ Blike ^ooghl ^Bfely in 
the sea, and Columbus, support ing himself on Bn oar, 
Kuccceded, when nearly exhBusled, 
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in gBining tbic land. v^biLch W4'> at snmr mt m]lt'> d]'f1anci:. 
God preserved biim, "^By^ h]!i !ion. for grcBtcr things 

ll WBS probably nuL long aflcr Ih]*^ thai ht married 
Donna Fekp* MiJon]*i Pere-^lrclo, who wa*i re^iiJ]ng il the 
convent of All Si]nte_ in Li'ibon where he was a regnlir 
aHendanl al the services of Ihe 4.hurch. She ^^4'> adiughlci 
of ihat dftBin of Prince Henry's who h^^ been Bireadj 
nieiit]oncd i^ 1he firal ^o^ernorof Porto SBnto_ On thit 
isLind afler 4 "^horl residence jn Ihe Forlu^Lit^e capitil^ 
Cn]LMTibij'> took up hj^ ibode^ bu'^ving biimselt ^^Jtbi tbie 
fiafieisof h]h deceased fi tbier-i n-l aw ind earning a 
LiveLihond by making niBps and (.h^n^ for sale 1 1 is 4 
curious fBct thai the greil ch]erDf Amencin diseovems 
should thiEi tiave intiabned b spol which was ihe first 
advanced oulpo^t in African d]SiCO>ery_ He was here on the 
Kigh K)Bd to Guinea^ and be]ng in const^m coniniun]C4lLon 
wi1ti Ihe explnrep> of Ihe new regions. ]t was ]ikel> thil he 
would become iKibued with '>ome of lheLrenlhiJ'>iBsni for 
ad>eriure 

Shrouded in obscurity as 1biis penod of his life rem4]ns 
wc are only ibic I0 find VBgue lrBd]tion^ 
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of ihc unsLicccssfiiL cfforl wh]cbi Columbus mBdc 10 ]nclucc 
the S CUBIC of GcnoB lo IbIzc up h]!i projco! From lhc 
Portuguese ciDwn be coLiLd scan.c]y look for help, 
embroLled is it wis ]n cosily \^ar^, and hB^]ng already b 
field for discovery ilong Ihe \FricBn coisi wh]ch il would 
seared^' be wise to fop>ake for lu undertaking "^jmilar in 
kind, bu1 more ba/ardous and less dcfnUc. However, K]ng 
John tbe Second, to wbiom Columbus Bfifilicd, ^ecrrui lo 
tiavc listened w]tb Btlcntiou to lhc exposUion of hih 
scheme Bnd indeed according to tbe accoun! ofFernando, 
to hB^e given a sort of qualified promise of bis sufiporl. but 
to hBvc disagreed VrWh Columbus a*i to terms. The ting 
referred the malter to a Commitlee of Council for 
Geogr4ph]cal Affairs, before whom CoLumbiCi laid bis 
plans but il is jxjssi]bLe thBt even in the fifleentbi century 
EoBn1^ biad come to repaid projectors is tbe]r natural 
cnemi«i. ind 1bie report of tbe Comm]tlee was enlirely 
advenic to ihe scbeme for AtlBntic dmcoveTy. Bui U nccnis 
Ibat I he king wbs no1 salisficd yet. whereupon the Bishop 
of Ceu1a (wbio hBd beaded ihe oppo^]tion to Columbus in 
tbe Counc]lr suggested tbial a caravel sbiould be 
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^cltlML^ cquLpptd and '>tii1 oul VrMh Lnstnjctinii'> founded 
on Ihc piBn iBid before lhe commit1cc_ And 1biis picLC of 
cpLBCDpil bid faitbi was Bc^tuilLy pcrpctrBted. The ciraveL 
however, returned without having at co m p I i-^hed anylh]ng, 
the ^Bilop> no1 hB^]ng hid head lo advcnlure fir eix>ugti 
weslwanl. It was nol an enterpn^e Id be carried out 
hucces^ruLly by men who had only stolen the idea of il. 



CHAPTER ILL 



Caiumbus in Spain. 



CoLumbus- d]!igij^lcd Bt the treatment he HbcI received 
from 1he Portuguese Courl, qij]tlcd L]Sibon for Spain, 
prtjbibij in the year 14115, wuh his son Dicgo_ 1bie only 
isjiue of h]'i marriBgc wUh Donna FcLipB ni>^^ no longer 
Liy]ng. Here he addressed biimsflf to tbic Dnkc of N^cdina 
Sidonia Bnd to the Duke o^ Medina Cell, whose CTtenR]vc 
poss«>s]ons aLon^ 1hc cob-^K ot Spain wtre L]keLy to ]ncLine 
Ihcm in favour of a mariUme cxped]tion There is ^ome 
nnccrlainly as lo the degree of encourBgcmenl ^^hicbi he 
received from ihcm, but long iflcrw-ards, when Columbus 
had succeeded, lhe Duke of Medina CeLi wiote to Ihe 
Cardinal of SpBin '>how]ng ihBt he |lbie duke J hid 
ma]ntained CtJumbus 1^^o year^ in his house, and wa*i 
ready to 
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have undtd B ken ihL' ■^nlcrprj'^c, but thai he sbw ]t was onr 
fur I he qui:cn hciscl^ ^nd even tbicn he ^^ishcd 1o havr biad 
a pert in ]t. Probably, any iiiBn in ^^hi>sc house Columbus 
rK>idciJ for Iwo ycBrs ^^ould have caught some port]on of 
his i:n1 hL£>i as m ^ and hB^c been reidy to lake up his projccl. 
It ma^ be conjectured^ however^ thai none of the nobles of 
the Spmi^h court would hive been Likely lo undedBkc lhe 
mailer wilhoul some sanction from 1he kmg or queen. To 
the queen^ Bccoidingly, the Duke of Mcd]na Cell Bddre'f'>ed 
a Idtcr. of which CoLumbu^ ^^b-^ hLm^>elt lhe bearer, 
commending h]s enterprise lo the royBl favour. Bui the 
J unci Lire wa'> singularly inopporlune for 1he con'^jdcrilion 
of jn> peaeeFu] pioject. The wir with 1he Moop> was 
raging more Bncl more fnnousLj, as Ihey \^ere driven back, 
conte^|]ng e>eiy inch of ground fBrther and fBrther from 
lhe heart of 1he kingdom. The coun wbs now Bt Cordova, 
aelively prepinng for ihecBinpaign which wi^ 1o resiiLl in 
thai subjugation oF lhe crescent 1o lhe cidss. throughout the 
Pen]miula, which wbs completed by the conque^l of 
GrinBda '>ome zii ycur^ luer. Amid the clang of arms ind 
the buylle of warlike p rep am ion, Columbuii 
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W4R no1 lihrly lo obtain more then a Elighl and '>upcTf]cial 
altcnlion 1d 4 maltcr whicbi must Hbvc itemed rcmott and 

LinccdBLn. Tndccd^ when i1 is ccins]clcr«J 1bial thr most 
pressing intcrnfll affaip> of tLngdorrr^ arc nc|!LcctciJ by Ihc 
wi^f^t rulcn in times of ^^ir, lI is wondcTfui Ihil he 
succeeded in Dblain]ng kny Budicncc 41 ill. However^ he 
W4S foduiiBtc enough to find at once b friend in ihc 
Treasurer of Ihc iious^^hoLd^ ALoreiO dc QuinlBiiillB^ a man 
wtw^ Ickc himself, "look dcL]ghl ]n grcBt things " ind who 
obtained 4 bi»nng for h]ni fTDUi the SpBnish mnnarchs 
Ferdinand and L'^Bbcili did not d]smis.'^ biiin abruptly On 
the conlrary i1 ]'f SBid lhey L]'flcned kindly; and 1hc 
conference ended by thc]r referring. Ihe biis]nc^s to Ihc 
Queen^ Confe-aor, Fra HcrnaiKti dc TBla^cr*. who wbs 
arierwinfs Archbishop ot Granada. This imporlant 
funclionary summoned a juniB ofcosmographer^ (not b 
promising Bssemblage'J to consult ibonl the alTiir^ Bnd this 
juntB wa^ convened al SalBmanci, m the summer of the 
^car 1437. hierr wis b step gBined; the cosmogrB [i biep> 
were lo consider his sctiemc, and nol merely 1o consider 
whelher ]t wis worth taking into cons]deralion But U was 
impost] I bLe for Ihe juiy to 
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be unprtj Lid Lccd All Lii>i:ii1or^ lo a ccrlBin cUcnL^ insult 
thc]r contcjnporBnc^ b> accusing them of slup]dLly and of 
LgiHJFincc- ^nd the cosmogrBphical pedants, accustomed lo 
bcalcn Iracks rctcnlcd 1hc insult by wbiich thi^ adventurer 
Wis atlcmpling 1o oven biro w the belief of ccntijnK> They 
thon^bit ttiil si> many persons wise in naJical malter^ a^ 
had preceded the Genoese manner never could have 
overlooked su^h an idea a^ this which had prcscnied itself 
Co his mind Moreover, ai the learning of the middle ages 
rcMded for the mosl part m the cloi^lcr lhc member's of 
the junia were principally clencil. End combined lo crush 
Columbus with Iheological objections. Teits of Scnplui^ 
wei^ iddu^ed to refute his Iheory of ihe sphcricfll shipc of 
the earth and Ihe weighty Bulhonty of the Filhers of lhc 
ChiJirh \^Bs added lo ovenhrow the "foolish idea of the 
cxi'^tcnce of An1ipode?i. of people who walk, opposile to us, 
with lheir heels npwaiiis End their heads hanging down- 
where everylhing is topsy lurvy where the trees grow with 
their branches downwBi~ds, and where il riins, hails, and 
snows upwanfe " King DB^id, St_ Piul, St_ Augusline, 
Laclantius, Bnd a host of other 
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thCDloglCBl B U tblO m Lt'> -WCIC ill pul LR C^ idtDCC igBllbt lblC 

GnnocjiC mBnncr he \^a*i ronfnjnl^d b> the "ronHcrvBti-^m 
oF Ibwvcis untied lo the btgotry of prtc^t^ " Lbs Caiai 
displ4y'> hi^ usudl Bctiteiie^'> wbicn ht My^ thil lhc great 
difTicully D r Co LumbiEi wbs, not thai of t»chin^^ bul ihat 
cf unteBching no1 of [i ro mulg b ting hi^ own thtor>\ bul of 
cridic al I ng 1hc errtjneoii^ convidiorui of the judges before 
whom he hid to pleid hiscau^e. In finc^ the juntB decided 
thai Ihe projecl was "vain and impos'^iblc^ Bnd thu it d]d 
no1 belong lo the majesly of such gr»l princes to 
delcnn]ne Bnylh]ng upon such weik grounds of 
LnrDnnat]on " 

Fcidinand and ]'>Abellasecm not lo hive liken ihe 
exlremely unr^vourible view of the nialterenterta]ncd by 
the junta of cosmographcT^^ or at LeB'^l to hBve been willing 
to d]smis'5 Columbus gently, for 1biey merely SBid thai \^ith 
the W4P> Bt present on their hands ind especiBlly thil of 
GrBnada, they could not underlBke Bny new e;^en'>es, bul 
when thit war wbs ended^ they would e^Bmme hi^ pi in 
mo re c B reful I y_ 

Thu'> lenninBted a '>ol ic i tn ion Bt the court of Ferdinand 
and ]'>4bella which, according 1o some aLithor]ties. lasted 
five ycais^ for the fads 
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above mcnt]on«J Ibiough !ihon ]n nirrat]on o^cup]«l no 
little Umt in transa4.lion During ihc whole of thL'> prnod. 
ColLimbu-^ appcap> 1o have followed 1bic ^>ovcrc3gns in 1bic 
niovcmtm^ \^h]Lh thi: wbt nrcfs^]tBtn:1 ind to have been 
trcBtcd by 1bicm wHbi much consLdcrBtion. Suin^ were fiom 
time lo timegrinlcd from I he royal trcB-^urv for hisi privile 
exfieibe^, and he W4'> b] lie ted a^ a pubhc tuncttoniTy in ihc 
various lowni of Andalusia, ^^hcrc Ihc court rciled But his 
miisl biave been a very up-biil] la.'tk. Lbs C^sas^ who^ from 
an cfLpcnencc Larger even than lhat which fell lo the Lol of 
Coliimbiii kne^^ whBt ]t wis lo endure Ihc cold ind 
indolent neglect of^upeTficiaL men ]n small ButbiorUy ind 
all 1bie ^asl deliy^ whicbi cannot be co m p rebiended except 
by Ihose who have "buffered under U lhBl belongs to the 
transaction of any affair in which min^ [icisons have to 
cooperate^ compares I he snil of Columbia lo a bBtlle^ "b 
temble, continuous pi]nful, pn^ln bBttle " The lide of thi-i 
long war (for wbt it was rBther than a bBttle> hB^ing lurned 
againsi him^ Columbus lefl the courts and went 1o Seville 
"with much ^adnes^i and d]scomfi1iire." During this dreary 
period of 4 suitor's l]fe— which, however. 
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has been endured by ^>omc of Ihc greilcst men Ihc wDild 
bias stcn. ^^hit^bi was well tiH>wn by rlosc obscrval ion, or 
bm^r experience, to Spenser, Camoens, CeR'inte-^ 
Shakespeare. Eaeon —one joy at leisl ^^is no! untitled by 
ColLimbu^, namely Ihal of Lo>e_ H]!i beloved Beatnte 
whom he Fiist met at Cordova inust ha>e believed in biim. 
even ]f no one else hid done so bul love ^va-^ no1 siiffic]ent 
[o retain at biersinJe a man goaded by 4 greal idei or 
[ierbia[i:£ thil love did bm impel h]m lo sLill greater elTorts 
for her "^ike. as i-i the way wUh lovers of 1he nobler "^orl- 

O ther f n ends, loo, shared hi't enthusiasm, and urged him 
cmwaid Juan Pern dc 1 4 Klairhena giian:l]an of lhe 
monaslery of La Rabida, in Andalusia, biad been lhe 
confessor of Queen Isabelli. but had exchanged Ihc biisUe 
of lhe Lonrt \ot the Learned Lej'ture of lhe (.loi-^lcr. The liuLe 
town of PjIoe, with its seafarjng pofiuliUon and mint] me 
inlerests was near lhe monislery and the principal men af 
the place \^ere glad lo [las't the long ^^ ] n ter eveni ngs in ttic 
society of Joan Pere?, discussing queslicms of 
cosmography and aslnnnomy \mong the-^e visUors wcic 
Martin 
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Alonzo Pin^an, I he chict sh]powncrDf PbIosi ind Gircn 
Hcmandt/ tht village doctor; ird one cbh fincj biow 1bic 
bc hcm«> of C ol u m bij'> inij'>t biav^ apficared to the Little 
conclB^c 4'> B ray of '^unl]ght ]n the dijliie'>^ of lheir '>LnipLe 
LiFc_ HemBndci, csptr]ally, who ^eemji to have been 
homewhil skilled in physicBl sc]ence ind therefore 
(.ipible of ipprecLiUng the argunienl'^ ot Co Lnmb li'> . 
hccimc 4 'ifr^un behever in hj!i project 11 i!i worthy of 
iKJtLcc lhBl B peison who appears cnly once, is ]t weTT^ in a 
sentence in h]'i1ory, '>houLd have exercised ^d much 
influence upon il ^^ Gircii He rn b ndez^ who was pn^bibly 
a man of far Mjpenor Btti]nments 1o lho^e around him_ and 
WIS ]n lhe hibit of depLonng^ as such men do, hi'> hard LdI 
in being piBced where he could be ^>o lntLe undery1ood_ 
Now. howoer. he wi^ to do more at one "^Iroke IhBn many 
a mBH \^ho has been all hi^ day^ before lhe world- 
Columbus had Bbandoncd hi'> '>uit Bt court ]ndi'>giEit^ and 
had arrived al the monastery before qnUtinf Spain 1o fetch 
his son Diego, whom he had left wi1h Juan Perez to be 
ediicaled- All h]s gnef^ and "^Iniggle^ he confided to Perez, 
who could not bear 1o hear of hi*^ intern ion lo Lea>e lhe 
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country for Franct or England ind to make a foreign 
nation greater by BlLow]ng i1 1o Bdopt bus project. The Ibircc 
frLi:nd'>~the monk, the Learned physician^ and tbic ^k]Lle4L 
(.i>smog rapbcr— d ISC UMicd logdher the propo!iit]on*i so 
LinhBppjIy fBmiL]ar 1o ihe laM nimed member of Iheir liltLe 
council The alTcction of Juan Perez and Ihe learning of 
Hernandez were no1 slow to folLo^^ m the 1raek which the 
cmhusLism of lhe great idvcniurer made ou1 before 1hem; 
and 1hey became no doubl is convinced as Columbus 
himself of lhe feasibilily of hi-i Lindcrnkjng- The dilTic Lilly, 
however. ^^B-i not ]n becoming believers thcmHelve-s but in 
persuading lhose to believe who would have pi>wcr 1o 
further the enlerprise. Their dm^uss lo n-s upon lh]s poinl 
ended in lhe conclusion thu Juan Perez^ who wbs known 1o 
lhe queen^ having acted as her confessor should wnle lo 
her highness lie did so. ind lhe result was rivourablc The 
queen sent for him^ heaid what he had 1o say^ and in 
consequence rem]t1ed money 1o Columbus to enable ham lo 
come to Coun and renew hissuil He a1 tended the court 
again, has negotiations were resumed. bu1 were again 
bnnken off on the ground of the lirgcne-ss 
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cf Ihc condLUons \^h]ch he asked for. Hl'> npponcnK ^^id 

thai ihc^c condHions ^^crc loo lirgc if bit "^uccc^lcd, and if 

bic '>hoLiLd nol succeed bik1 the 4.ondilion'> '>hi>LiLd c^omc to 
noltiing^ lhcy Ihougbit tbiat ihcic wbh an 4]rof 1rLn]nf in 
grant] ng SLic h coniJ]t]on'^ at all And indeed, tbicy wore 
very laigt, niincly, tbial he W4'> to bi: madt an ac^iral at 
once, 1o be appointed v\cizroy of Ihc countnc^ he should 
diicovcr. and 1o have an c]ghlh of ihc profits of the 
expedLlion The only probable ^^i> o\ accounUng for the 
extern of the'>e demands and hL'> per^ocrance in making 
Ihcm, even lo the risk o\ lolaL failure, i^ thai the 
discovering of the [ndie'> was but a step in h]s mind 1a 
greater undertakings, as they seemed to him, which he had 
in vicw.of gD3ng Id Jerusfllcm ^ith an inny and making 
another eruside For Columbus carT]cd 1he chivalrous ideas 
oF ihe IwelFth century inio the somewhi! seH-'^ceking 
fif1een1h The nego1n1ion however, failed a second time, 
and Columbu-i resolved agi]n 1o go to France, when 
Alonio dc Quintanilla and Juan Perez (.onlnved to oblain a 
hcanng for the great adventurer from Canlinal Mendoza, 
who was pleased wilh him. Columbus then offered, in 
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order 1o meet the objcrUorei of hi!i opponents 1o piy an 
cighlh part of lhc expense of lhc c;tpci:l]t]on_ Sull nolhin^ 
W4S done. And now, fiinlly, Coliimbu-i dclcrmLncd lo go to 
FrBncc, and indeed hid aoluaLly set off one day ]n January 
oF lhc year 1492, when Luis dc SanHngel, receiver of the 
ecclesLi^|]CiJ revenues of ihe oiDwn of Angon. a pep>on 
mncbi devoled lo ihe plBn^ of CoLumbiCi 4ddre'>sed lbie 
queen wilh all 1bic enci'gy thil b min thi^^vs jnto h]'^ wont 
when he ["> Bv^are thai lI i'> hi^ last tiine for speaking ]n 
favour of b lh]ng \^h]cbi he has much al bicirl He 1old her 
thai he wondered 1biat as she BlwBy'> hBd a lofty mind for 
great thin^ il '>biould be wining lo bicr on tbiis r>ccB'fioii. 
He endeavoured 1o pique her jealousy bs a monarch, by 
suggesting thai Ihe enlerprise in]^hl fBli lulo Ihe hintfc of 
otbier pnnc^es Then he s Bid si>melh]ng in behalf of 
Columbus biimself. iud the queen wi^ no1 unlikely to know 
well the beanng o^ 4 greil min. He inlimilcd 1o her 
Kighness thil what ^^ as an jmpo'>sibi]ily to tbie 
cosmographcrs m]^hl no1 be so ]n n*1iirc_ Nor, cont]nued 
bie, should any endeavour in "^o g real 4 malter be at1ribu1ed 
to ]ightne'>s, even though the endeavour should TbiL 
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for i1 i^ tbic port of great and grnrTDid princes to 4'>ccnaiii 
the !iC(.rcK o\ Ihc world Olbicr pnncn> Ihr did no! mcniion 
those cf neighbouring Portugill hid gamtd cicrnaL tame 
thi^ way. Ht concluded by saying tbial all 1bic Bid ColunibiJ'> 
warned lo ^ct lbic txpcd]t]on afLo^K ^'as but a million of 
marivtd]^ fcquivilcnl to about £30S^ Engli'>h inonry oF Ihc 
[icriodr; and ihat "^o great an cntcr|Tri'>c oughl not to be 
abandoned for the :£bI:c of^uch a 1 rifling sum Theise well 
addrfsised argumenls^ falling ]n ^\ tbicy d]d. w]th tbio^e of 
QuinlaniLla^ tbie treasurer^ ^^hi> hsd gr»1 ]nfliicnce w]th tbic 
qucen^ prevailed She Ihsnlzcd Iheise Lords for thtir counsel 
and said she would Bdopi il but ihry must wiit uul]l ibic 
finiucc^ had recovered a Litllc from ihe drA]n upi>n 1ticm 
ccrasioncd b> the conque'>t of GranidB or if they thoughl 
thai Ihe pLiu mii'^1 be tortbiwitbirBrned oul.sbic would 
pledge bicrjcwcL^i 1o r4]^c 1hc uecfssBry funds. Sintangcl 
and Qu]nt4U]Lla l:]^'^ed her biands. h]ghly delighted al 
Kucceeding; and SBntangel offered to advance 1bie money 
required. Upon thi^ tbie queen ^ent an alguiJil to overtake 
Columbus and bring him bBck 1o Ihe coun He was 
overtiken at the bndgeof Pino^, l^^o Leagues from 
GnuBda, relumed to Sin1a Fe. where lhe Mjvere]gn'i were 
encamped before Granidi was well rece]ved by [fiabelli, 
and f]nBll> the agreement between him ind tbieir c 41 bio I le 
biighnes!ie*i w absented with the "^ecrelary. Col am*. 

No1 much IS ^ecn of King Feidimnd in bII the^e 
proceeding'>^ md i1 ]^ geuerBlly undeistood 1bial he looked 
ralher coldly upon Ihe propoh i l]o nt of Columbus. 
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Wcranno! ^ay 1hat bic was i1 bIL unwise in ho doing. Hts 
grcal compeer, Henry 1bit Scvcnlbi, djcl iH>t biusLL^n to adopt 
tht ^amc [irojtct isobmitlcd lo him by BBiLhu^Lomcw 
Coliimbus \cn\ in1o England"^ for thil purpose by biis 

* It ]E dLff]cuLl lo dclcrniLnt biow the pnsjccl biought 
before Henry I he Seven! bi's noliee by Earthi>iomew 
ColumbLii \^B!i received Some ^iy l1 wai mide 4 mockery 
oF 4l Ihe Bngl L'>bi eoud , olhep> '>[ieak of lI as Bctuaily 
accepted Lord Bacon utiles 1bial Badholomew was 1ahen 
by pirBte'> on bii^ vojigc lo England. wh]ch delayed him !iO 
mucbi ihBt "bck^rc he had obtBincd b cBpitnlation witbi Ihe 
king for his brolher I he enlerfrrise by him wb*^ achieved." 
[t IS piDbabLe lhBt Henry listened \^Jth intere-^l 1o 
Earlholomew Columbus, who \^as b man of much 
inlelhgence ind greal m4nt]me knowledge. But il seemn 
unlikely 1biat the ncgotiat]on went very far, conE]dering the 
rigid manner in wh]ch Columbu'^ in'>i'>led upon hi^ e^BCI 
condiUons being accepted by the Spani'>bi court. No '>iEh 
bargain, al 4 distance, wilh a reserved and [i aisiinoniow> 
monarch, W4'> likely iherefore, to biave been concluded, if 
appeiP>, however, from a despilchfrtjm 1bie Spanish 
ambassador lo his ^>overt]gn^, daled Ihe 25lh July. 149fl, 
thai Ihe Engli'th were not beh]nd other nations la 4 IhirsI 
for di-^overy "Merchants of Bristol." he says, "have for 
the [k^\ seven years sent out annually some '>hips ]n search 
of Ihe Inland of Brazil and the Seven Cmes." if ihis 
assertion is accurile, England mu'>l have anl]cipated Sp4]n 
in Iheseiich for. though not ]n Ihe discovery of, 1he 
weiilern world 
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b ro tbicr C hri-ilo phc r End il hB-^ nol hccn I hough! to 
dcrogalc fiDjn the Engl]Sih king'"^ "^Bgatity Tho-^c ^^ho 
govern arc in all igc^ surroLinclcd by pnjjcctois, ind have 
to cIcBr the ^^By about 1bicm b^ well b^ tht> can^ Bnd to lake 
circ I hat ihcy get iirac and roi>m k^r mm aging Ibicirown 
Lmmcdiatt arr4]r^. [t is not to be wondtrcd at, thcrc^orc^ if 
good plin^ ^bioLild ^>omclimc^ ^h^Tc Ihc Falc ^^hirh oughl lo 
aUcnd^ Bnd mirsl iltrnd^ the great mas:£ oF ill projccis 
hobmilttd to men in power Hert biowr>tr Ihc ulUmiTc 
cvcnl would justify Ihc monarch''^ ciulion^ for i1 would be 
Kard lo pn^vc thil Spain his dcn^cul aughl bul b golden 
wc4kuc:£'> from bier isplendid d]^coveric^ and pouic^isjons in 
the new world. 



FERDINAND'S COLDf^ESS. 77 

McFCDVcr^ the cbianctcis nf tht two mrn being cf^fn^ally 

cppKifd^ il !"> probflblc thai Ferdinand fell something hkc 
contempt for I he uncon! rolled cnthusLB-^m of CoLumbus; 
and. ufKjn Iht whole il ]'f rather to be ^^nndered tbiat the 
kmgcDibented to gi^e Ihe poweis he did^ tbian lhat he did 
not do more fiad il been a malic r w bitch concerned hih 
own k]ngclom of Aragon he might not hB^c gone ■«> far, 
but I he expen^>e^ were 1o he c^entml Ly charged on Caitillc, 
and perhBp*^ he looked upon the whole iFfair as inolhcr 
inslance of ]'>4bcllB's good natorcd sympalhy w]th 
enthiEi I ist'> Hi'> own cool ind wary nature muy1 have 
distrusted this "piuper pilot, projn]S]ng rich rcBlms "^ 

The agrcemem belween Columbus and their C atbolic 

highnesses i-^ to 1he following effeot— 

The fBvonrs which Chnslopher Columbus hBS asted 
from Ihe K]ng and Queen of Spa]n in recompense of the 
discovenes wh]ch he has inBde ]n ihc ocean sea^, and B't 
FecDinpense for the voyage which he is about to undertake, 
ai^ the following — 



"Nudo nocch]er, promeHUor di regn] "—Chr^^br^a. 



TS COLU\f BUS'S AGf^EEME^'T iVnit 

]_ He wi-^hc^ lo be made ad mini of 1 bit ^cb-^ and 
coLintric^ wbiirh bic ]'i ahout to di-^ovcr. He desires lo hold 
this d]gnity dunng h]s L]tc^ End thil ]t "^hoLild dcH^rnd to h]s 
ticir^_ 

2. ChnMophcr Columbus wishes lo be made ^icciuy of 
all ihe conUncnls and ]sl4iids 

Graff led by I he hnji ami i^ice^i. 

3. He wishcE to hfl^e b sbiare^ amounting tn a 1enlh fiarl^ 
oF Ihc profits of ill mc re biancl i!ic be l1 pcBrlsi. jewels, or iny 
otbier ttiLngh IhBt may be foLind, gamed, bonghl, or 
expoded fTcm the counlries wbiieh he ih Id diiieavcfL 

Grafiled by ihe kin^ and que^e/^ 

4. He wishes in hisquaL]ty nf admiral lo be mBde sole 
judge of all mereantile matlers lhBl mBy be the OLLishan of 
dispute in tbie counlries wbiioh he ie lo dtscovcrL 

Grafffed by ihe irmj^ affd i^tee^r on ihe <:affdiiioff, 
hoi\^e\/^r, ffa^J fhfi jitnidicffon ihmdd betoff^ lo rJrp cjffce 
oj admira!, as h^td by Dofi E^iriqaez^nd cfher admi^Qii 

5. C hns topbier C ol Limb u"^ ^^ishe-^ Lo hBve 1bie rjgbit to 
contribole lhe caghtbi pin of 1bie eitpenses of all ships 
^hich Iraffic wilh Ihc new countries. 
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ind in rclum Lo earn I he i:]^htbi p^n oflbic pToflts 

Graff led by I he kfnji ami z^ice^i. 
Sanli Fc. in the Vega of GrBnadi. 
April 17, L493- 



Th]s agrcL'jnent jk s]gncd by Ihe ScLiLMary Coloma ind 
written by Almazin. 

Then [hcrr is b sort of [lasbpcrt or commcndatDry Icltcr 
Lille ndcd for pre^cnlat]on to 1bic Grand KhBn_ Prcster John, 
or Bny olher oncntil polcrtate 41 who^e terntorics 
ColuEiibLis migh1 Brnve:— 

FERDINAND AND ESABELLA TO KIXG-- 

The sovereigns hive bieird thu he and his subjects 

cnterti]n grci1 love ronbiem Bnd for Spain. Tbity Brc 
moreover informed thil he ind his subjects >ery miKh^" 
wish to hear news from Spam; ind "^end therefore^ ttieir 
admiral Ch CcJumbu*^^ wbio VriH tell thein Ihil they are in 
good heailh ind perku prospenty 

Granada, April JO 1492. 

^ Thiserediling I he unknown ruler with in anxiety for 
the welfart of ihe Spanish sovereigns i'^ reilLy b delie]ous 
piece of diplomatic iffeelation. 
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Armed wUh thc^c royal cnmm]K'>ioii'>. Columbus Itf1 ihc 
coun for PaLo^, and Vr^ iiny be ^urc thai Ihc Izno! of fnends 
al the monaitcry were iuffic]cnt]y dcmnnstrBtivc in thc]r 
dcL]ghl Bt tht scheme on whicbi ihcy hid [iinn«J tbicir rA]th 
being tBirij Launched- There WB-i no delay ]n furnishing lhc 
fnnd^ for the eTpedilion From an entry in in account-book 
beLonf.ing 1o Ihe Bisbiopnc of PBlcncia ]t BppeBn> that one 
million one binndred ind forly lhoi£>aiKl marived]^ were 
advanced by Sintangel ]n Mjy, E492, "being lhc sum he 
Lcn1 for paying the caravels whicbi iheir biighnes^e^ oidcred 
to go B^ the armidi to tbic ]nd]e^ ind for paying 
C hn^ top bicr Columbus ^^ho goc^ in the ^aid armada " The 
town of Pilos wii* o Pile red to pnsvide Iwo ^es^els.^ Bu1 

ihCFC 

^ The reqiJ]S]tion to 1he mijnicipal]ty of Palo^ run^ 1biu!i 
"Tn consequence of lhe offence which we received at your 
hands, you were condemned by our council to render ui* 
the service of two ci ravels, armed, at your own expensr, 
for Ihe space of Iwelve monlhi whenever and wherever il 
should be our pleasure lo demand the same ' (JOlh April. 
1493 ) A p ro<. I am a tio n of immnnUy from ciy]l and criminal 
process to persons laking serY]ce in the eipedilion was 
issued 41 1 he same 1ime The ship of Columbw> wai 
therefore, a refuge forcnminals and runaway deblor^ a 
cave of Adullim for 1 he disco ntenled and Ihe desperate To 
have 1o deil wilh such a commun]ty wa^ not ol Ihe IcaM of 
Columbus's diffi4.ullics. 
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W4H ^liLl 4 ^^c]gbity iJ]ffLculty to be *iunnoijn1«l ]1 \^as no 
ci^y mBtlcr lo obti]n crews for ^uch an cxpci:lit]on The 
bDvrrcLgiVi i:£SLi«J Bnoidrr aulhorizmg Columbus to prcs^ 
men ]nto lhc service, bul ^tilL the numbcra were 
incompletr, for lhc mariners ot PaLrH> held Bloof, unwilling 
to riKk their lives m what "teemed to 1hcm 1bie crazy project 
of 4 monomaniBC Bui Juan Pere? was active in [leisiiading 
men 1o embirk_ The Pinions, rich men and ^tilfnl manncra 
ofFBlo^, jo]ned ]n 1hc underlaking fiersoiiBlly, ind aidrd it 
with 1heir money ind. by these nniled exertions. lhree 
vessels were manned with n]nely manners Bnd 
pr(j>]SJoned for b vc^t. 

The VKtselfi were ill of "^mill size, pTDbibJy of nol more 
ihan one hundred tonh' burden eich. Bnd Ihercfore, not 
Lirgcr ihan lhe American yacht'>, who!iC ocean race from 
New York lo Cowe^ was regarded as Bn exBmple of 
immen'>e hardihood, even m 1hc >car I S67. But Columbus 
cons]dered them vei^ suilabic for lhe undcrlaking The 
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Sflnti Mini wh]4.h Co]LlmbLi^ hLiii'f c I f co nimindcd wa^ 
the only one o\ Ihc Ihrcc ihflt was decked ihiou^houL The 
orriciBl pcrsoivi ind tbie crew on boaid her were sixleen in 
number The 1wo o1 bier ^ cw>cl!i were of the class cilLcd 
c*rivels, Bnd were dected fore and afl bul not amid^biips, 
the "^icni and the "^icrn be]ng buiLl so i^ lo n^>e hif.bioLit of 
the walcr One of them^ the "Pinti " was iinnned by a crew 
ot lh]rt>, commanded by Martin Alon^o Fin/on The other, 
Ihc "Nmi." had Vincem Vane?. Pin/nn for explain and a 
crew of twenty- four men. The whole number of 
advcnlLiren> amoLinted to a hundred and Iwenty persons. 
men of vanous nationakues, Lncliidin^, by the wiy, among 
Ihcm, two natives of Ihe Bril]sh [hies 



CHAPTER II] 

At Icnglh all 1 tic pre p ara1 loib were comfildc^ and on i 
Fnday |nDl LnBUHpicious in thi'> ca*»c), the J ml of Aiigiist- 
L492. aflcr lhcy hid all (.onfc^>s«l End received the 
EHcrament, they ^e1 '>ail fTDm tht BBrof Salte'>^ making for 
tht CflnBry IhlaiHfc. One can fancy how the men End the 
women of PbIds walched I he specks of wbiile sailh 
vanishing in the wesl^ ind how. ^i^ each frail biTh in lurn 
disappeared in Ihe greet ocein mothers and '>i'>lers lumed 
weep]ng]y awB> as if from 4 li^t farex^cll al the ^rave of 
thei r ^ B I lor k] nsmen. 

Co^uinbu& was now fairly tfLoAt, tod ivc may ^Ky wilh 
Milton, ibtl— 



The world wis all before bum. where to choose 
And PiD>]dence biis guide 



H CANARY ISL\NDS REACHED. 

His choice WBS made, biowtvcr ind hi!i GiJ]dc iJ]i:l not Fail 
biim 

He was Bbou! lo rhBngc Ihc long-continued, wciiy. 
diJimal life of asLiHor. for I he sharp jntciftc Bnx]cty of a 
MrLigglc ]n wh]ch 1hcrc wi^ no aLlcrnal]vc 1o siicccwi but 
dcfiLoribIc, ^ldLculoLi^, falaL FailLirc. SpeBl:]n^ iflcn^ard^ of 
the tiinc he '>penl as a suilor 41 cnud he '>a>s, "Eigh1 veBr^ 
] WB£] torn WLlh d L'>[i Lite'>, and in a wonH my pT^posilion 
w*^ a lhing for mockery " il WB-i now 1o be *iccn what 
mockery wai in it The following account of 1he vovige ts 
mainly 1aken from Bn abndgmeni of Columbus's own d]ary 
made by Lbh C4'>as, who in some pla4.e'> g]ve^ Ihe 4dm]raL's 
own won3^_ 

The L]tlle "^quidn^n reached the Canary l^lBncI^ jn 4 few 
dai'*i. wjth ni> event worth recording, except thai the 
cirtvcl Tinit," commanded Martin Alon/o Pinjon, 
unshipped her riidder Th]!i wb!i supposed to be no 
acc]dent, bul lo have been conlnved by the owners of the 
vessel, who did not IeIzc the voyage. The admiral |fTDm 
henceforth Columbu*^ ["> called "the adm]ral"^ wb^ obL]ged 
to ^iBy ^ome l]me Bt 1he Canary [elands lo refi1 ihe 
"PintB." and 1o mike some change in the cut ot her hB\[^ 
While 1his was being done 
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ncw^ wi^ biDugh! Ihat Lhrcc Portuguese government 
VKi-sc]*! ^M:rc rru]'S]ng m the offjng ^^]th 1bic ]n ten! ion of 
pre vent] ng the expeditLon. However, on Ihr 6th of 
Scplembcr. Columbus ec1 sail frDin Gomen ind struck 
boldly ou1 Id ^ca. wilhaul meeting wilbi iny of tiis 
Siuppo^cd enemies 

In Ibie abndgKienI of the d]ary. under 1bie dile of the 
1 9th of A ugiEi t, the admirfll remarks 1hat manv Spaniards 
of ihejie ]'sland!i "rc^peelahie men " *iweBr ihflt cich veir 
thc> "see lanti, and he remembers bujw_ m 1bic >ear ]4^^4, 
home one came fiom tbie island of MBdeiri In the K]ng of 
Porlugi] lo be^ 4 cirB^el ]n order 1o go End discover the I 
Lind wbiieh he declared he could ^ec eacbi yeBr ind m lhe 
bome manner Had nol lhe Bdmiri] been eonsciouii of ihc 
!iubst4nl]al originolily of bus pn^ceeding^, he would haidly 
have been careful lo collect these scatlered notices which 
mighl anerwBi~ds be used, as miny like Ihem were used, to 
deprecLBle thai originility- There is no Furlher en1ry in the 
dury LinUl lhe 6th of September when lhe> set oli1 fn^m 
Gomera |onc of the Caniiy Eslindsf, on Iheir unknown 
w*y For mBn> days, whil we hive of the d]ary i^ LiUle 
iTKMC ihan a log-book, giving the rate of 
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KBiLing, or rBtbicr two ratc^, one for Columbus"!i own private 
bic«l. End the other for the ^i]lora On the I 3lh of 
Seplcmbcr Jt i^ noted thai Ihe needle declined in lhc 
evening lo the north-west, and on the enduing mom]ng lo 
the north-e4'>l Ihe firsl l]nie thai such 4 variation had been 
observed, or, at LeaM recorded by Ennnpeani On Ihe i4th, 
the !iBiion of the CBravei "Nina" sa\^ two lnnp](.i] bin±i, 
which lhey !iaid were noer won1 1o be !ieen at more 1han 
fifleen or t^^cnty leigue^ fnnm !ihore On the L5th lhey all 
SiBW a meteor fall fiom heaven, which made them >ery sad 
On 1he l6lh_ lhey np>l CBmc upon lhose immense fili]ns of 
ieaweed 1lhe_/cmjj ntilaiu]. which LonMUiite the MBrde 
SaigB^'>i>. Bnd which occupy a "tpice ]n Ihe \lLBntic almost 
equal to "^even t]mc^ Ihe exlenl of FrBncc_ The i^pect of 
the^e plijn-^ grcilly 1erT]Fied the JiBiIohs, whi> 1hough1 lhey 
mighl be coming upon submerged l4nd'> Bnd lockn; but 
finding thai the ^c^'tel^ cul the]r Vr^y well through Ih]^ 
ieawecd- lhc ^i]lo[s I hereupon look heart On Ihe 17 th, 
lhey Ece morr of the^e plains of'teBv^eed and thinking 
theKi'>el>c^ lo be near land. 1hcy Brc BlnH>st in gi>od '>pints, 
when finding 1hal the 
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nc«llc drclinc^ to the -wc^i a whole poLnl of tbie comfiass 
and more Ihcir hopcE ^uddrnly Mnk Bgaiii: they begin "to 
roLirmLir between their 1ceth," and lo wonder whether ihcy 
are no1 in another world CoLumbu-^ however orJi^T^ an 
ob^crvilion 1o be Ifllzen 41 dBy-breBk when Ihc needle is 
found to po]nt to 1he nodh agi]n. moreover he is ready 
with 4 thcoiy -^ufftcientiy Lngen]ou'^ For thBt 1ime to 
aeconm for the phenomenon o^ >BriAlion which hid ^o 
disturbed ihe sailor^^ namely, thu it wbai cBUhfd b> the 
north ^lar moving round Ihe pi>lc The sailors ire 
therefore, qnieled upon Ih]'^ head In the morning of the 
hBinc dBy Ihcy cBtch a crab^ from which Co LumbiCi infciG 
th4l ihey CBnnol be more than CLghl> Leagues dL'>tBn1 fK)m 
Lind. The ISth^ lhey see mBny binJs ind b cloud in the 
distance. Bnd thil nigh1 I hey ex peel 1o see lind. On ihe 
19th, in the morning comes a pelicBn fa bird not u-'foilly 
seen Iwcniy LcagLies rn>m 1he coast); in 1he evening, 
another, bIso drL£zL]nf rajn w]thout wind^ a cerlam s]gn. is 
the d]ary says, of pioTimily to land 

The idmiraL^ however will not beat about ^or LBnd as 
tie oo nc Lodes thil lhe land which these vinous nalurBL 
phenomenB gi^e 1oken of can 
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only bt l^LbiiiJ^- ai indeed i1 proved to be He will hcc Ihcin 
on biis rclLirn bul now he mu*i1 prc^ on 1o Ihc Indies Thjs 
dctcrminalionsbiow!i hL'> '>lrcngtbi nf mind^ End indicates the 
almo^l scrntiFic bai]!i on whith h]Si grei1 rrwjLvc reposed 

AccordLngL>, he wai not to be divcrled from the mam 
ctsign by any pirlLiI '>iEecs'>^ Ibiongh by 1his limt bic knew 
welt the fe4P> of biis men, ^omc of wbiom hid already come 
to tbie concliEi3on. "thu ]t would be lhc]r bi:'>l fiLin to tbirow 
him quietly mlo the ^ca^ and ^ay he unforlunately fell ]n. 
^^hile he ^lood absorbed in kioking at lhc '>tBnE." Indeed^ 
three day*i aflcr he had re^>Lved to p4'>son 1o the Endics, wc 
find him raying, for Lai Casas g]vcs h]!i wondn, "Very 
needful for me was thi'> contriTy wind^ for ihe people u'cic 
vcE^' much tonnented wuh Ihe idea 1hal there were no 
winds on the'>e seas Ihat could lake them back to Spain." 

On Ihey go, having ^igns occasionally ]n ihe presence of 
birdi and frass and fish ihat lind mij'>t be near, bul land 
docs not come_ Oncc_ loo. Ihey jrc ill convinced that 1hey 
sec land lhey sing lhc "Glona in cxccl^is," and even ihe 
admin] goe'> onl of his conise tow4nf'> this land. 
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which tunvi out to be no land They irc l]kc men l]^1cning 
to adrcBcltuI iJi^coiJp>c orori1ion_ 1biat *iccins lo have mani" 
endings which end not so thil ihc hearer L]'flcrui al i^nl in 
grim despair lh]nl:]ng Ihil bIL things hivt LrH>t their 
me4ii]ng and 1bial ending ]s but another Form of btg]nning 

Thc^c mar]ncrs were sloul- hearted, 1oo bul \^hBt b 
daring Ibiing Jt wis to piungt, down-bull bs il \^ere, into 



A world of wives, i hea wUbiout b sbiore. 
Trackless, and visl. irnJ wild, ^ 

mocbed dBy by dBy w]th "^igns of iBnd ihBt neared no! And 
these men had lefl i1 hi>me all IhBl ]s deiresi to man Bnd 

did nol bnng out any grei1 ]dea to uphold Ihem, ind had 
already done enough Id maht them important men ]n lheir 
towns, Bnd to fijm]sh ample tBih fonbie evenings of Iheir 
Live^. Sli]l we find Columbus B't Li1e as Ihe 3rd of October, 
sByinf. "IhBl he did not choose to slop bealing Bbonl Ibs1 
week during ibiose days IhBl tbiey hBd sue bi signs of land, 
allhough he hid knowledge of Ibiere being certBin ]'ilands 
m th4l neighbourhood, becBu^e bie would not suffer any 

" Rogers 
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dctcn1ion_SLre.c biis object wai to go to I he Erulie^, and if he 
should ^to[i on tbie W4>^ l1 would '>biow a want of iniruA " 

Meanwhile^ he hid a hard 1a^k to kc^p h]^ mtn in any 

order. Pelcr Martyr, who bncw Columbus well, and hid 
probably been f a vo ured ^^ i th a '>pFcial icconnt fiDm tiim of 
th«ie perilous diys deHcribe*^ biis \^ay of dealing witti lhc 
refractory mariners and how he conlnvcd to win them 
onwinds from day to day now soothing Ihem wUh !ioU 
word^ now carrving their minds from thonghl of the 
present danger b> spreading ou! large tiope-s before them, 
not forgelting to Ie1 ihem know whit Iheir pnnces would 
!iHy to 1hem if they attempled augtil against h]m, or would 
nol obey his ordeis With lhis untulored ciowd of wild, 
fnghlened men around him wilh mo<.king hope^. not 
knowing wha1 each day would bnng lo him. on wen! 
Columbus At list cime I he 1 1 th of October, and with il 
Lndnbilable s]gn:£ o\ land The diary menlionf the]r f]nding 
onlhatday a lable-boanH and a ciryed stick the curving 
apparently wrough! b> some iron instrumeni Moreover, 
the men ]n one of Ihe vessels saw a branch of a hjw Ire* 
with fruit on iL Now indeed. 
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thcv must be close to land The sun went down upon Ihe 
iimc weary round of WBtcis which for so long a 1imc thc]r 
cyn> hid arhed to -^ec beyond, when, at ten o'clock, 
Columbus, slanding on the poop of h\^ vessel, !iaw a l]ght, 
and cfllLed to him privilcly. Prdns Gutierrez, b groom of 
the king's chamber, who "^bw it ai-^o. Then 1hey called 
Rodngo Sanchez, who hid been "^cnl b> their h]ghne^'5e'5 as 
overkoohcr. I imagine him to hive been a cold ind caullou^ 
man, of the l:]nd thBt Bre sent by jeaLoiCi stales to 
accompany ind curb greBl generaK, and who are nol 
u^suilLy much loved by lhem. Sanchez d]d nol sec the light 
al fiist bcciuse, as Colnnibu"^ "^Bys, he did no1 stBnd in 1he 
place ^^here ]t could be seen. bu1 41 las1 even he sees il, ind 
il may now be cons]dered to hBve been neen offic]ally 'It 
appeared like a candle that weni up ind down, Bnd Don 
Chnslopherdid nol doubl ihBt ]t wis lrue light, and Ihit it 
WIS on land, and so il proved, is ]t came from people 
passing w]th lighls from one collage to another." 

Their highnesses had pnnmised b pension of ten 
thousand maravedis to the fortunate man who should "^ec 
lind Fiist. The 'Pin1a" was Ihe foremost vessel, and it was 
from hcrnJcck, kt two 
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c'clock lh the niorn]ng IHbL land was f]r^l sfrn by Rodngo 
dc Triana_ Wccinnot bul be \oiry for this poor 4.ominQn 

hBilor, who fDl no reward, and of whom 1bicy 1el] b story^ 
thai lh '^Bdiie'>s ind dcspHc^ he passed into AfneB ifler h]s 
relum to Spain and became b MihojnctBii The pcrui]cin 
wiik Bdjudged lo ihc 4dni]ral ]t W4'> charged^ '>omewhBt 
cmineiusly, on lhc '>hambLcs o\ Seville^ and wa^ paid him 
to lhc day of h]s death; for. iay^ the hi^tonBn Hcrrcra 'bic 
EBW lighl ]n lhc ni]ds1 of darlnes^, signifying lhc spiritual 
Light which wis introduced Binong^l these barbBrtJus 
people^ God permuting thil the wir being nii]shed \^]th 
the Moois, ^e>en hundred and Iwenly year^ if1er they had 
set fool m Spain, this wurk {ihe conveision of Ihe ]ndiBn'>) 
should Lommcnce^ ho ihBt 1he Princes oF CbsIiLIc and Leon 
might always be occupied in bringing inndcJb lo the 
bnowLedge of the Holy CBtheiL]c FaUh " 

These Lbs! ^^ords ire notBble. They b re such ai 
ColnmbuH himielf would probably hBve mBde une of ]n 
de^cnbing lh]s, the crowning c^en1 of h]*i lik In the 
preface lo his diary which i^ m address to FerdinBnd and 
IsflbcllB, he speBb> at liige of ihe inot]ves of lhcir 
highnesses. He begins. 
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by saying how. in thi^ prc^cnl yciroF 1492 1hcir 
biigbinKK-^c^ had cont^Ludcd thc]r war wuh ihc Moop>, having 
tikcn Lbic grcBL cHy of GrinBdB il Ihc *i]tgc of \^h]cbi he 
wiik prc^cnt^ and saw thr royal banncis placed upon the 
towers of the Alumbri- He then tclL^ how he hid given 
LnfonniUon to ihcir hi^hneshes of the Lends of [nclia^ and of 
a prjnce^ called the Grand Khan who had '>eiil 
ambassadors to Rome prAy]ng fordoctois 1o in'>lruct him 
in the Fai1h_ and hi>w Ihc Holy Falhcr hid never pnn>]ded 
hini with Ihese doctors. End thBL greal towns were 
[ierL'>hLng^ fnnni Ihe belief of iheir Lnhabi1ant'> in ]do]alry, 
and fiDm receiving amon^t them ""^ecK of perdilion " 
Afler lhe Bbo>e stUemenl he adds "Your h]ghncsiie^, as 
Catholic Chris1iiii'> ind pnnce'>^ lovers and furl here rs of 
the Chnsliin Fauh ind enemies of the sect of N^ 4 homely 
and oF all idLilatr]es End heres]es_ Ihon^ht to send me. 
ChnslophcrCoLumbiEi 1o lhe i fores Bid piD>inces of India 
[oscc the Bforesaid pnnces^ Ihe cities Bnd linds^ ind 1he 
dispo'>i1ion of Ihem ind oF everything about them^ and lhe 
wiy thai should be laken to convert Ihem Id our holy 
fa]th-" 

CoLumbub Ihcn speaks of the expiiL^ion of the 
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Jews Viura Sfiain a^ occurring al tht ^Bmc limr as thil in 
whicbi he received onilcrs to pursue a westerly course to 
[ndia thus coinb]ning 1bic t^^o trBns4ctioii'> logcther. m 
doubl as pmo^s o^ Ihe devout ]ntenl]ons of their 
biigbinc^'se's: ird^ indeed, througbiout lbie document^ he 
ascribes no mo^ves 1o ihe monirchs but "such as were 
religious 

The diary Id which lh]s Midress whs firefixed is piobabiy 
one i>ribie books whicbi Iheir h]ghiie^^ses allude to in a lelter 
to Columbu-s as bejng in their po^>ses!i]o n, and wh]ch 1hey 
assured biim they had not !ihown to anybody [ iice no 
reason lo doubl lhe perfect good fanh of Columbus ]n 
maki ng SLic bi 4 Matemenl as tbiat jiei1 referred lo; ind ]t \^ 
wclb to remark upon it, because we shall never come to a 
right Linde rsl and I ng of those Umes and oF Ihe question of 
Silavery as connccled wUh them unless we fully appreciate 
the good as well h's the bad molivc^ which guided the most 
imporlanl persons of 1hal en. 

As for Queen Kibella. I he re can be no doubl abonl her 
moti>e'>. Even ]n lhe lamentably unjust thiu^ in which '>hc 
W4'> bu1 loo often concerned^ ^he had v^hal lo her mind 
was com[ielL]ng rea^ion 
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to Bct as she did- Pcrhap-i there l^ hinJly inv great 
[icr^onBgc wbio:£c name and authurily irc found la 
connc4.1ion \^ith ^o much thil i*^ '>lri kingly c^l] ill of il 
done or rather a^:£eIl1cd 1o upon Ihc hLghe'>t and purest 
moti^ci- Whether VrC refer lo the eKpuL^Lon of the Jcws_ 1hc 
trcilnient ot the Moori'>h converts, or the estibi isbimenl of 
the [nqu]^]tioii all her piut. eed] ng't in tbiesc matler^ ^^ere 
entirely sincere and noble-minded Me1 blinks [ (.an "^lill sec 
her beaut] fill majestic fice (witbi broad brow and clear, 
bujne-^l lo>]ng evej as ]t look-i down upon 1bie beholder 
from one of the cbiapel't in 1bie cathedral at Granada 4 
countenance too eTprcs'i]ve and ind]VKJiial to be what 
[lainlenE give a.*^ thil of an ingel and yet the ncAl 1hing to 
il Now, ] could almo"^! fancy, ^he lookii down 
reproachfully, and yel w]th con'^]OLS "^adne^^ What ^hc 
would say in her niefence, could we inlerrogale her i-^ Ihat 
bhe obeyed the vo]ce of heaven, lakmg the wi'>e and gcod 
men nf her day as il:£ interpreler^ Oh' thai ^he had bul 
[ien]'^lcd in Li'>len]ng to it, a^ il "ifioke in her own kindly 
head, \^hen \^]th womanly pit> ^he \^ay woni lo mlercede 
in favour of the [loorcooped-up inmale^ of some clo^el^' 
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beleaguered town or fonrt^>s' But at Icait 1bic poor Indian 
can uUcT notbiing bul bLt'>Mng':£ on htr. He jnifhl hivt 
nccdtd no othtr "pnslcclor' had ^bic lived; imr would 
slavery hive found in h]^ Talc one of lhc d4rke'>t and most 
fati] chiplcr^ in ]t^ history. 

But now, frojn GunidB ind our r4nc]c^ Ihcrc. Ihc 
narralive bnng"^ u-i bact 1o Ihc fjrM land louchcd h^' 
Columbui* The landing of Columbus ]n 1hc New World 
mu.'fl e>cr be a conspicuous ^34.1 in the annaK oF mankind, 
and it was cclebmcd bv a ceremonial wonh> of 1hc 
decision On the ensuing inoTn]n^ Bher the ligtit biad been 
observed from 1he ships, being b Friday, the L2tbi of 
Odober, L492 Columbus. cLid in complete Brmour and 
carrying in bus hBnd Ihe nsy*] bBnner of 3pi]n, descended 
upon the level shores of Ihe small islBnd "■ wh]cti hid fiist 
greded h]m, Bnd wh]ch he found 1o be very FruHFul— fitsh 
and veidinl ind "like a ginJen full of 1rees " The otticr 
explains Bccomp4n]ed h]m, each of Ihem beBnng b banner 
witti a green cross depioled upon ]t, and w]th the iniUals of 
Fcrd]nand ind Isabel U 

"Sin SBlvador one of 1hc BihimBS 
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Kurmountcd by Lbicir rc^pccUvc crowns— i device thai well 
cxprc'>sfd the lovilty and demotion of Columbu:^ and hsd 
been chosen by biLm_ Th«iC chief office ra were to I Lowed by 
a laigc renniie fiDm thc]r crews In numeroLS Lineji along 
the :£hore ^tuod ihe simple ]slandenk^ looking on wUbi 
innocent Bma/emenI 

On touch]ng Lflnd, Columbii't and ill tbie Spaniards wbio 
were prc^cnl fell upon thc]r knee^, and wUh tears— trBra of 
thai deepe'>l kind wbiioh men do not know ihe OBUse of~ 
poured forlh Iheir "immcn'>e th i n ksgi> ] ng-i to .Mmigbity 
God " 

The man who^ of a! I tbiat emba^fiage^ if we may call it 
so, from ihe Old 1o ihe New World, was oerti]nly the leisl 
surpn^ed by ill he saw wb^ al the ^ame tiKie ihe nH>st 
affeoled For tbius it is 1hBl tbie boldncs.*^ oF b greal nJcsign !"> 
never fully appreciBted by the designer himself un1il he bias 
apparently accomplished hi'> work when bie i^ ipl, if U be 
indeed k gre^l work, lo Look bB4.k w U bi sbindderi ng awe 4t 
his own audao]ty in hBving pioposed it lo mankind. Tbie 
vast re^oKe wbiioh has ^uslamrd Mjch 4 man Ibiroughonl bii'> 
Long ind difficnll enlerprme, having for the moment 
notbiing to struggle agaim^l, die^ Bwiy, leB^]ng 4 sirange 
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!i]nl:ing Bt 1bic heart ind thu^ the grcilcst 'tuccc^'^c'^ arc 
cfttn accomfianicd by b peculiar Bnd bc\^ i Idc nn^ 
mclBncbioLv- New diflicLillic^, however, brtd from slicccss 
ffor nothing is complete in life J noon in^c In MJimnon 
forth BgBin tht d]!iCO>crcr's cncrg]cs Bnd to nerve him for 
f m>h d L^ippoi n1 nicnl'^ Bnd rtncw^ cndci^ours- CnJumbua 
wilJ not r^]! tc hdvc his full '>harc of such dirficultics. 

The roLlowcis of thr grcal min^ ^ho^c DccasionflL 
faimhcarlcdnc*!^ musl often have driven all ^iccp fiDm his 
weBry eyelkis 1 hrtjughiiut the WBtche^ oF Ihc nigh1 now 
began to think with remorse how much suffering the> had 
needlessly mflided upon the]r greatly-endunng leader. 
They caught his pardon with leais, Bnd. iubdued for the 
nK^ment b> his grcBlncss when liluslrated by "iiicccss^ 
expressed ]n iov]ng lerms I heir admiration, lheirgrat]ti3de, 
and I heir Bssnranccs of Fidel] ty. The plBcable Colnmbu-^ 
received the] r gracious saying'> wuh ill the warmth Bnd 
tenderne^'> 1hal belonged to h]^ iBrge-heirled Bnd amiabtc 
character. 

The gFCBt busine^'> of the day then commenced, and 
Columbus, w]th the due legal ronn4li1ie'>^ took pos^esF^ion^ 
on behdlt of the Spanish monBrchs^ of 
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tht LsLind Guanahinu whicbi he fnrLbi^^]th nairiE^d San 
SfllvadLir The gravHy of Ihc proceeding niu-^l hivc 
asti>nL'>bi«J the beholding L'>LBndizr^. The]r Btlcntion, 
however, was soon turned to the SpBnurd^ Ibicmstlvcs End 
they approached the strmgers, wondenng a1 ihcir 
whilcnebs ind Bt Ibicir beards CoLuinhus, is being ihc 
nobLe-^l LiH>tLng personBge Ibitre present, ind aLsi> from 
^^e Bring 4 cninson nciTf over his arinoLir. attrBcled cs[icclbI 
al1ent]on, ind juslLy seemed, bs bie was, lhe principal figure 
m 1tiis greil speetBclc. 

CoLumbiCi ]'f for the present mnmenl radiant with 

Siucces^- Our inlerest pB-^ses novr from biim to the new 
peapJc he wis amongsL And whi1 were Ihey like"^ Were 
ihcy worthy of lhe cffoils which 1 he Old World hid made 
to find I hem? Was there m]nd ind "^lul enough ]n them for 
them to become good ChnstiBns? ifr hat says the greilest of 
the men who first sbw them'^ Whal impression did they 
make on him? i-^t h]m ins^^er for himseLf:— 

because ihey hid miEh friendship for us, and because 
[ knew lhey were people IhBt would deliver ihemseLves 
betler 1o lhe Chrisl]an fBilh ind be convened more ihiDugh 
Love than by 
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force, [ gave to ^>omc of them !iomc coloured cip^ End 
bDinc fitrings ofglas^ beads for tbieir nechs. End many olhcr 
things of little vBlue, wilbi which lbiey were deL]ghted, and 
were so enUreiy oura thai l1 was a mBrvcL to sec_ The ^imc 
aflcrwirds came swimming lo Ihc ship's bo its where we 
were. And broughl us pariots, cotlon threads in bills, dBrls 
and niBiiy other thm^ ind bartered Ihem wjth us lor 
things which we gave 1biem, "^uch as bells ind isiubII gLiss 
beads In fine they took and give all of whBtever they biad 
wilh good will- Eul i1 appeared 1o me lhc> ^^cre b pei>pLe 
very poor in everyth]ng They went totilLj naked, as inked 
as Iheir mothep> bnsughl them in1o ihc world " 

Then Columbufi goc^on lo say thai these [ndi^ns wci^ 
well made, w]th very good counlenances bol hair hkc 
biop>ehijr_ Ihcir colour yellow; ind thit 1biey pamled 
themselves They ne]thereBrried anns. nor nndeistood 
such th]ngs. for wbicn he showed them swords, they tool 
hold of them by the blide ind hurl ibiemselves Their dBrts 
were w]thoul iron, but Home hBd a fjsh's tooth at Lhe end In 
concluding his nJescriplion, he sa^'s, "the> oughl Id make 
faithful '^ervanl'^ 



mnH HOUSES A.\D IMFLEMENTS. 101 

2nd Qf good LindcFTi tindi nf for [ sec Lhil >try quickly' ihc^ 
rcp»l ill lbiat IS said lo thrm, and I brlitvc thty v^ould 
ciHily be con^crttd to Chrislianity^ fnr il appeared Id mc 
thu lbicy hfld no crcrd_' 

A l]tl]t fun her on, lhc idmiral ^iys of the people of a 
neighbnunng i'>land. 1bial thc> were irmrc domi:'>lie and 
trictiblc than those of Sen 5al>Bdor md more intclligenl, 
too, B-i he ^aw in their WBy of reckoning for Ihe pavmenl of 
the cotlon tbiey biou^ht lo Ihe sh]p'i_ ,\\ the moulh of lhe 
Rio de Mares, '>ome of the admirBl's men, whi>m he hBd 
senl to reconnoitre biought him word ihat the hoLi'>r'> of 
the nalive^ were the best the> had secn_ They were midc, 
he ^ays. like "ALfBneqLies Ipavilionsj- >ery large, ind 
appeBred 4^ royBl trnls without an arrangement of streets, 
exccp! one here and ihere, and w]thin they were vciy (.lean, 
and well swcp1 ind thc]r fumilLire >cry well arnngcd. All 
thc^>e hou^c^ were mBde of palm brinche-i, and were very 
beaut]fLiL Our men found in Ihe'^e honse'^ many '>lBtuesof 
women and -several hcBds fashioned Like mB-^k^, and very 
well wrought ] do not know he add-^. whelher ihe^' hjve 
Ihcse for lhc love of 1he beautiful, or 
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for pijq>c>s«> of ^^on>biLp_' The SpBnurd^ found al^o 
excellent nc1s, K^bi-bioobs and f 1*1 h i ng- 1 bc tLc There were 
time birds iboul the houhfs^ ind dogs wbii4.h ^\k\ not bark 
"MtrmBids," loo. the idm]ral mw on the cob-^I-^ but 
thoLigbil tbicm "nol so like Indies is lbicy are pBinted " 

Speaking of tbic Indians of the coast nL^ar Ihi: Rio del 
Sol_ he says thu ihey ire "very gentle, wilhou! knowing 
whal evil is. nc]ther killing nor sleahng " He de^cribeE the 
franb gencKH>il> oF Ihe people of Man en, and the honour 
they thoiigbit it to be a-^kcd to give anything m icims which 
ma> remind his readeis of the doctrine*^ niamlained by 
Chnstiins in respect of giving. 

Il is interesting to observe Ihe wiy in wbii4.h, at tbiis 
po]nt of the narrative 4 new pnnduci i-^ introduced I0 Ihe 
nolice of the old world a prtxJiKl Ihal was hereifler to 
be4.ome nol only in u nf a 1 h ng so u rce of pleasure to a laige 
section of Ihe mile part of mankind, fnnm Ihe highrst to ttic 
lowesi, but was also to dislingnish ilself as one of those 
commodUics for revenue, which are Ihe delighl of 
slalesmen Ihe grei1 f]nancial re-^ource of modern nat]ons, 
and which afford a mean'^ o^ indjrecl la^alion lhat has. 
perhaps. 
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nourished miny a Vr^r. End prc^cnlcd n%^ny \l ri:>olutioii. 
Two di!iCovcrcp>, whom ihc idin]ral had ^cn1 out from Ihc 
Puerto dc Hflrc*! (one of I hem bc]ng 4 Learned Jew, who 
could '>peBk Hebrew, ChflLdee and some Arabic, End 
would have been able lo dmcouisc, as CoLombiCi piobibly 
thoLighl Vriih any of lhe snbjecls of the Grind Khan. ]f he 
had inel themr, found thBt the men of the country they 
cime lo iiiye'>l]gate ]ndijlged ]n b 'TumLgiUon" of a 
peculiar kind The smoke ]n que'>l]on was absorbed ]nto 1hc 
month ihrongh a charred ^tick md W4'> caused b> bijni]ng 
cerlain herbs wrBpped in a dry leaf, which outer coven n^ 
wi-i cilLcd "1abaeo_' Las CiSis_ who ciretulLy describes 
this process of ]mbLbing smoke. Kieiition'> lhal lhe IndiBns, 
when questioned aboul l1, '>a]d thBt ]t took bw4> tahgue, 
and 1hBl he h^^ kni>wn Sp4niBn:l'> in 1he ]sland of 
Hi^pBmola who adoplcd Ihc same habit, Bnd who, being 
reproved for i1 as a vice, replied 1hat il wi^ no! m their 
power to leave il off "] do not know." he adds, "whal 
EBVDoror profu 1hey found ]n Ihem" flabicosj I cannot 
help ihinking thil 1here were "^oeril periods in hi'> own 
Life, when the^e ^Irangc fumigilions would have 
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affanltd biim :£] ng u I ir ^oo1 biing and comfort Ho^^ocr 1bial 
may be Ibicrc Lin be no dLnibt of Ihc ]mponare.c. 
fiinnculLy and co m mere ] ally ^peik]ng of this discovery of 
tobicco, a discovery \^h]ch^ ]n Ihe end. proved more 
firoducUve to tbie Spani'ih Crown, thin thil of 1tic gold 
min«> of tbie Indies. 

The excellent reLBtions 1bial exisled bdwcen ihe 
expedition of Columbu^i and 1bie inbiabitanls of Cubi may 

be ^>ecn from lhe fBct thai Ihesc two Cbiristiami ^^hi> were 
thi: fLP>l ^^ J tne'>ses of tob arco '>inohi ng , and \^ho I rave I led 
with only Iwo Indian itlendant^, were everywhere well ind 
reverently received. 

RL'^Liming the thread of lhe hislory. i1 remains 1o be Keen 
whi1 more Columbus did and suffered in this voyage. The 
fiist lnd]aib he mel ^^]th hsd some few goJd ornamenis 
about Ibiem— poor wretches, if they hfld possessed lhe 
slightes! gif1 of prophecy ihey would have thrown the^e 
baiiblei> ]nto lhc deepesi sei^—and ihcy were isked whence 
cime I his goLd'^ From i race, tbiev SBid, li>]ng southwards, 
where ihere wis a greal ting, who had much gold. On 
another occasion, other lnd]aib being asked 1hc same 



FURTHER EXPL0RAHONS. fcOS 

qucst]on inswcmil "CubuiBcm, Cubanican " Tbi^y m^mt 
the middLt of Cuba; but ihcir word al onct ^uggi:'>tcd lo 
ColumbuH the idci thil he ^^b-^ now upon lbic iracc^ o\ hi^ 
Lon^- Lootrd-for fnend ^ Kublai K^bci I he Khan of Khans 
[ixlccd^ It Ls ilmoM lud]4.^oLi^ to stc Ihrooghoul, how 
Coliimbu^ IS pnwicsscd w]th the noUons l>i>nowcd fiDm his 
raiding o\ Mbfco Polo ind other 1ravc]Lcr^_ He ask"^ for 
"hL> C][iango^" as Htrrcri sl]Ly puis il, Bnd the nati>c:£ at 
once pD]nt ou1 1o him ihc dircct]on where IhaC ls They 
thoLighl he meini Cibao, where aFtcrwirds 1he best mines 
oFgold were found. The admin], bent on discovery, and 
especially on f]nding ihe lem FinnB wh]ch Bdjoiued "his" 
End I a, did not ^1ay long anywhere P rtjceed i ng so nthw ards 
from San Salvador, he d]'^co>ered m island, or mher 4 
grtjup of islBnds 1o wh]ch he ^ave the nBme of Smia 
MariB de Ib Coucepcion, hr then dmeoverrd Cuba, ind 
coasted along the nortlKastem part of 1hal islBnd Bnd 
aflerwBnils, in due eouPte ciine lo li]spBniolB called by 
the nal]ve?i Hiyti. in which island he iBuded upon the 
temtory of Kin^ GuaciUigBn where he was received mosi 
CO rd I al I y 



106 if^SUBORDINATfON OF \fAftt.\'ERS 

Various conjcrlLirK> hi^c been midc is 1o lhc d]ffcrrnl 
r«>LiLK whicbi would hive rollowcd. bolh fur ihc Mew and 
for Ihc Old World, if Columbus hid -ilctrcd a In tie lo the 
northward, or the southward of the coup>c which bic 
acluBll> took One 1biin^, however, ]s obMou^s, thu jn 
arTiy]ng al E~[]'^p4U]ol4 hccBmc 1o a ccnlrBl point, nol crnly 
of ihc West Lnd]cs, bul of lhc whole of the New World and 
a poinl, ihcrcfore, mosl fthcilousL^ situalcd for the 
spreading of fnturt diM-ovcry and conqut^t. 

]| miy be mtnl]oned htrt, thil MBrlin Alon^io Pinzon 
tifld w]Lfully parted company fiom 1bic BdmirAl while on ihc 
coast of Cuba: co>ctousness being probBbly 1tic cause of 
this most undulifiil proceeding Eul ]ndced lhere is 
another inslancc of ttie insiibord]nal]on of the mBnneis, 
whicti mikes the woudtronly s1ill grealer how Columbus 
could hB^e brought 1tiem Bcro'ts 1tie Atlantic 41 ill. One 
evening tht admirBl, after paying a yi^]l 1o OuB4.4U4gBri, 
bceiug the ^ea quite calm, btlook tiimself lo rest, .^s he tiad 
nol slcpl for lwo di>s Bnd a n]ghl ]t ]s pnjbBble h]"^ 
slumber wis deep. Meiiiwhile, the "^lecr^JTiBn conlrary to 
tht distinct Drdtp> of tht admirBl, gave ltie helm lo 4 
common 
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KBilor. a youlh. All ihcsailora wcn1 to sleep. The *ica was i^ 
calm "ail ^^ater in a d]sh " L]tl]c b> Liulc lhc sbiifi driflcd on 
to B sHobL Directly Ihcy touch, the "^BiLor-boy Bt lbic helm 
h1ar1'> fTDm hi^ dream^ ind f ive^ the alarm. The 4dm]r4l 
jumps up firsl Ifonbic re'5poji^LbjL]ty of ccimmand seldom 
goes qiiHe 1o slcep^_ then lhc nff]ccr w hoic watch l1 ought 
to hBvc been hLirrLC^ up and 1hc Bdmiri] oidep> h]m lo 
lower I he boil whith ihcy carried on lhe poop, and lo 
Ihiow out all anchor astern, [n^ileid of obeying the admirBL 
thL'> cowaidly v]llam^ wilh otheis like him^ '>prang ]ntci lhe 
boat and mBcleofTfor the other vessel, which wa^ aboul 
half a leBgue off The olher vessel would not rece]ve 1hem, 
and I hey rowed bark again. Bu1 ]t was 1oo late. The 
admirBl did whal he could in if^ emergency he cut down 
the maii1 lightened 1he ye'>sel 3^ best he mighl loi>k ool his 
people and went wi1h I hem lo the other cirBV el, "tending hi^ 
hoal to GuicanBgBn to ]nform him oF lhe m]sfor1ijne. The 
good Guicanagan was moved 1o lears by 1 his sad Bfrair. 
He gave not only ^ympalhy, however, but as!i]!itance His 
people wenl out with 1heLrc4iioe'>, and in 4 few moments 
cleared lhe vessel 
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dF 4]L the gonds ]n i1 GLiacmBgBri was \CTy careful lhat 
nolbiing '>hoLild be lo'>l. He h]iTisiz]f "^lood guBnil over the 
thin^ which hBd been tiken out of the ship. Then he sent 
comfurt]ng nie'>sa^es lo the admiral saying 1biat bie would 
give h]m x^hBt he biad lo make up for Ihc io'>s. lie put all 
the effects under '>biei1er^ and placed giJArd'> tduihJ 1hcm 
The wrecter\ trade might flounsh in Cornwall bul like 
c tbier c riine'i of e]vil]zaliou. ]t was unknown ]n St. 
□omingD. The adnural was ey]dently louched lo the hcirt^ 
as well he m]ghl be. by Ihe bindness of the^e lnd]ans. He 
thiEi exprcbses himself "They arc a loving, uncovelous 
fc^filc, SD docile in all Ihings, thil ] assure your highnes'^es 
I believe in all the world lhere ]s not * betler people, or a 
betler counlry. ihey love the]r neighbours as themselves, 
and Ihey have the sweelcs! and gentle-^l wa^' of tall:]ng in 
Ihc world, ind alw4y'> wilh a "^mjle " 

The admiral resolved to found a colony ]n Guaeanagin\ 
lind, "having found such good w]ll ind such signs of 
gold " En relal]ng thi^, 1he Spanish historian Herrcra, 
makes '>i>me curious reflections He looks upon 1he loss of 
the ^es'>e] ^^ provide ii1 ill, ]n older thai the true fai1h 
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might be preached in Lbial counlry- Then he ^ays how 
pr(j>]clcncc caidc^ lK ^^ort to be dune, no1 on biigbi mol]vc!i 
cnly. bul ilsn on Ihc ordiniTy ones ^^hich influence 
mankind. Ht concliidc^ by ob'>er>ing the I pro>]deFu.c deal I 
witbi ihc lndL4ii'> b*^ a prudent father ^^ho h^^ bu ugly 
daughlcr bul makes up ^or bicr ugl]ric^'> b> tht bicLp of 4 
Lirgc dowry By the ug]incs!i in thi^ caic he meins Iheseia 
to be trBvcr^cd Ihc hunger lo be endured and lhe iBbour^ 
Id be under! aken^ which he careiideis no other nat]on but 
the SpBniard'> would hB^e encountered, even with the hope 
c\ grealer boo1y 

With 1he timber of the unfortunate "Santa Maria" 
Columbus bu]Ll 4 fort^ and cb lied it La Xavidad, bee b use he 
cnicred the port near there ^ on Chn^tmis-dBy lie remained 
on very friendly lernii \^]th the good Cac]que GuacinBgari 
and ni]ght have established h]mscLf moM Bd^ant4geou'>Ly in 
th4l pan of 1he eounlry. if he could have been conteni, to 
be B setller. Eul fiom 1he f]r^l nwment of hi'> d]'5covery he 
doubileui had an Bnx]ou'> des]re to get bBck I0 Spain^ and 
to tell whBl he kne^^ Bnd at times perhaps \^bs feari~ui Lcsl 
his grind ^ecre1, Ihrough some m]'^chance to 
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tht cxficdiUon^ "should ^UJI pciisbi VrMh him. The grra[ 
discoverer. Ihcrcforc, now prepared to rclum bio mew i rds_ 
He Lefl his fori in trii'^l lo a smill body of h]^ folLowizp> "■ 
whom he commcnd«l to the good offices of GuBcaingBn, 
not for^ctling 1o impress upon them Ihc e^ccllcnl iiJ>]cc. 
Id do no violence 1o man or womin^ anci in shod, lo make 
the]r actions conrormible lo Ihe ideB 1wh]ch lhc IndiBns 
fiist cntertA]ned of them^ thBt 1bicy hBcl come fiom heaven: 
Ihcn^ having received Ihr nccebsary pTDvision^i for his 
vessel fTDm 1bic fncndLy cac]quc^ I he admiral set sail for 
Spiin on Ihc 4th of JBnuiiy, 1 4? J 

=" They were forty ]n niimbcr, and i1 would be Strang to 
find^ bu1 for the well-known fict tbial nothing brings men 
of different rices logether more than manliKie kud 
commercial enlerfrnse Ihat^ in ihis small list Ibicrr is an 
[r]sbinan_ "Guillermo Ires' (Q\- WilliBin Hemes, or Ricel 
"natural dc Galney^en [rlanda/ and an EngJi'>hniAn, 
"TillBrtede Lajes' It^jt' Arthur Like) "ingles"— 
NAVAREETE. Co!. Dr^ -Num. 3 3. 



CHAPTER V- 

llofjr^v£^ r£i bound. 

For Iwo diy^ Columbus stood 1o Ihc CBSt-^^arJ but wbs 
mcl by B hcBd-wind ^^h]t:bi presented biim from making 
nnizti p rc^ r4!ss_ O n doubling the promontory of Monte 
Chnsto^ hDwcvcr iHc look-oul at the misl-hcad mad^ an 
anno uuc einc ut which was ^^orlbi more IhBn 4 fair wind to 
the voyagtis, ^incc ]t assured them IhBt the homeward 
Yoyige of Ihc "Nina' was not to be iriade wilhi>ut 4 
consnd. lbiat the chance of ibic tidings of succ4!ss being 
KflFcLy conveyed to EuiDpe wbs not to depend upon ihe 
fortunes of a single sbiip_ For, si]Ling down s^^]Ftly before 
the breeje wbiich hid delained Columbia 1bie 'F]ntA" tiovc 
in sighl and lhc Iwo vessels 
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Kiccrcd logdbicr into the bay of Monte Chri-^lo, ^^h](.h 
Col Limb LIS had rcccnily qui tied Ftn/on a^soon as the 
weBther [lennittcd. \^cnL on boaid the adniirBl\ cancel to 
account fur hi'> dc^erlLon^ wbii4.h he staled 1o hive been tbie 
acc]dcnt4] rctuH of a '>lonn which had dn^cn him out of 
hiscoiJp>e and oul of sighl of biis leader. The admiral 
accepted tbii^ expianalion. a^ 4 quBrrcL wUh Pinjon whose 
toivjiiinien and re]al]ons lormcd b iBrgc pTDport]on of 1tic 
crcwE^ inigbit cause a mul]ny whicbi would be fBtii lo the 
LindeTl ak] ng , but bic d]d not tail lo nolc in hi'> d]ary hi'> 
convidionof Pin/on'si bad fi]th_ The fict \^bs, lhBt Pinzon 
biad hcBrd frum lhc ii4lLve'> of a certBin ]s]and. whence all 
the gold WB^ ^Bid lo come^ and he hBd w]shed to BnUcifialc 
Coliimbus in 1bic di-^co^cry of lhis El DorBdo and 1o secure 
the prof]t*i for hiinnell He hMJ no1 found Ihi-^ hojnc of lhe 
gold^ but hBd mel wuh some nat]ves fiom whom he hBd 
oblained, by birler. a large quantHy of the prc4.Lous inctal. 
Hilt of thL'> he hid appropnUcd lhc olhcr half bie had 
distnbuted among hi^ crew ^\ b bribe lo them to say 
nolbiin^ Bboul lhc matter. 

After a few days spcn1 ]n ref]tling lhe vebseL*, 
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and prcpBTin^ for the bio mc\^ b ml voyage, the Njna and her 
coruion igBin "viM ^ai] coB'^ling St. Domingo la an easterly 
d I reel ion as fir a^ the Gulf of Samim. [t ^^4'> ]n Ih]'^ 
neighbourhood lbial the Kp>I alTrBy with lbie Bbongincs took 
[ilice, in consequence oF in altack made by Ihem upon Bn 
exfiLonng CMpcdilion wbiich CoLnmbus hBd senl out. But ^o 
amioiEi VrB'^ he 1o preserve a good ijndep>tBnd]ng w]th 1bie 
native:^, thu he did nol Lcb^c 1hc M.ene of Ihc enconnlcr 
until he tiad come To *n amicable igrcemcnl with them. 
Another ]n'^1ance of the wi^e ind binmane policy by which 
he wa^ 4c1uated, i^ lo be found in the fael IhH on 
discovenng thai Pinzon hBd CBrned on boinJ iiii niUveii to 
be 1aken 1o Spain, and Ihere noLd aii ^lave'>. he in'>i'>ted on 
the]r releBse di'^m]*i^ing them nH>reo>er wilh presents of 
hoch glittering 1o>^ 3^ the]r kin'^men would be likely to 
ap[iree]ale. and as migh1 pred]'^pi>se 1tiem in favour of the 
Bunnfieins 

On Ihe 1 6th of January, Columbus Ief1 lhe Gulf of 
SBinana on tiis homeward course fn^m which, ho^^ever, he 
devilled at hist in ttie hope of f]nding lhe ]hland, peopled 
with Amjzon^, described by Marco Polo, of which he had 
nndernlood 
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tht nat]vcs of Si. Domingo to gJ^c h]m inlclligcncc Sucbi 4 
discovcn" would be he con*i]dcrciJ a conclusive proof of 
the LdcnUly of his new counlry VrMh Mirco Polo's ]niJ]ni, 
and when four nal]ves offered to ict as biisguide^^ he 
thought ]t worth while lo steer lin the direction of 
M^ninique^ m quest of the fabulous Ama^onians But Ihe 
bree/e blew lowards Spain, home-sictness look pos-^ession 
of Ihe crewTi. inunnuis iTDbe at the prolongBtion of Ihc 
voyage Bmong Ihc ruirenls ind reefs of thi>se sirange seas, 
and, ]u deference lo Ihe uni>er£Bl wisbi ot bus co m p auioib , 
Columbus soon abandoned ail ]de4 of furl bier discovery, 
and resumed bus cout^c for Europe 

At f]rs1 ihe voyage wis Iranquii enough though ihe 
adveise 1rade-wiiHfc and 1bic bid '^Bil]ug of Ihc Pjnta,^ 
retBrded Ihe progress of bolh ve^seJs. Bui on the i2th of 
February 4 stonn overtook 

=" Tbiis was oceBS]oned by 1bie deFccl]ve cond]t]on of her 
mast, wbiereupou Ihe 4dni]ral remarks ]n his d]ary, tbial "if 
P]nzon hid exerlcd h]m'5clf as miEh to piDvidc himself 
witbi 4 new mast ]n Ihe Indict, where there ire wj many f]nc 
ticcs, BB he had in runii]ng away from hiin m the hope of 
loading his vessel wilh gold, they would nol hive laboured 
under 1bial inconvenience-" 
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thtm^ and bi^camc more End more funouH^ un1iL, on lhc 
L4tbi, i1 rcHiC lo a hLirricanc, before which PiriHion'!! >e!iscl 
coLiLd only dnn ticlplntsly \^h]le the NinB VrB'i able to ^e1 4 
c Lost-reefed forr^ail, which bcpt bicr from being buried m 
the trough of the -^eB in lhe evening bolh CBravci-^ were 
scudding under bire |foLe'>^ and \^hen darknesE fell Bnd tlic 
Si]gnBl light o\ Ihe "Pjnta" gleamed far! her ind fan her off _ 
through the blinding ispri^^ un1il 41 Iaii1 ]t could be seen no 
more, when his pBniL-stncben crew gi>e ihemseLvei* up lo 
despBir. as the wind'> howled louder Bnd louder, and the 
seas bur^1 over his Vi^i\ ^cs^el— 1hen, ]ndeed, wUhoul 4 
s]u^le :£kjllcd n4V]gator to Bd>]seor1o 4]d him Columbus 
mu£l hive fell h]mseLr alone with lhe Icmpest and ihe 
night. Bu1 h]s brave he^n bore him up Bnd his wonderful 
cipBcUy for dc vising expedients on "sudden emergencies 
did ni>l forsBlze him A^ the slore^ were consumed. lhc 
NinB fell Ihe w^m of Ihe b3Lla'>l which CoLombuK had 
inlended lo tike on board at the AmAzon]an ]'>LBnd. 'T]ll 
the empty caski* wtth water,' he sacd, "Bnd Let 1 hem serve 
as billBSI," in exped]enl wh]4.h hBS grown common enough 
now, bm which then wa^ piDbibly onginal 
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Nor. while he did ail lhat humBn *il:]Li LouLd suggest for 
the SB^cty of biLS vt'>^cL did Columbus ncgltct to ]n^okt tlic 
aid of Ihflt Higlwr Power. 41 who^e spccnl inHl]gat]on bic 
hcL]cvcd himsiif lo have undcrtEkcn lbic cipcdnion W]th 
his whole crew he drew Lot> to choose one of tlic]r number 
to perform * piignmage to the shrine of Our Lady of 
GuidBloupe. The admirBl wi^ chosen Twice more were 
Lob> drBwn with asLm]l4robjecK ^ud oucc igBin lhe iol fell 
to the Bdmin] \ttcrwartfc_ l»e and ill the crew made a vow 
to go in pTocessLon^ clothed in pen]teul]ai garmenfi^ to lhe 
fiist churchy ded]C4led lo the Virgin, which they '>hoLild 
meel w]th on amvLug at land^ and lh]s vow^ bs we ^hBlL see 
presently, -wk^ followed b^ quilc unexpected 
consequences. 

When the chances of weBthenng lhe storm had become 
smfllL indeed Columbus delermined thai, iF pi>ssible^ the 
tid]ng^ of hi^ d]*iCo>cr> should not perish with him He 
wiote 4 shod arcoun! of h]s voyBge on pirchment, and this 
he enclosed in wa^^ Bnd priced in b cB'^k ^ which he 

^ About the year I S52 a pBrBgrBph weni lhe lound of 
the BngL]sh press announcing the discovery of th]s cisk on 
the African coi^t by the birque ■ChicHi]n," ot Boston 
I^flilS1 Lamar1]ne hBS accepted this '>tory bs correct bul it 
has never been anthem ic Bled and 1here is 4 stii>np. 
presumplion in fB^ourof it^ hB^in^ been ]n^en1ed by some 
ingen]ously circum^lBntiaL newspaper correspondent. 
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commLltcd to the wb>c*i Th]nl:ing, piDbibly 1biat bii^ crew 
woLikl intcrprti 1h]^ as Bn abaiHkinmcnt of all hopc^ he 
concdled fTDin them the real nalurc of lhc eonlents of the 
ci^k, ^>o lbiat thc> beL]cved thai their commander was 
[ierfbnn]nf "^oine relig]oiiik rite which might assuage the 
fury of the elcinenl!i_ 

On the L 5 th of Febnmy the florin abaled lo Eome 
extern , 4ihJ bL la^t lhey eiine in ^]gh1 of '>i>me land on the 
E N_E_. v^hit^h ihe pi]ot*i held to be lhe Roct of Li'>bon. bul 
^hich Ihe 4diii]ral more accurBtely delermmed to be one of 
the Azores Vainly endeB^OLinng- however, to mike head 
again'fl the v^ind and the ^ea, lhey lo*^! ^ight of thL'> ]'^]and, 
bul came in ^ighl of another, lying more lo the wjulh_ lound 
which the> ^Biled on lhe nighl of the I7lh but Lost an 
anchor in endeavouring to bring up near lhe land. On the 
following dBy they cbsI anchor ind succeeded ]n 
communicalang wilh Ihe ]nhabi1anls, from whom [ 
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thty li^Brncd ihBL lbicy hBcl reached I he inland of Si. MBry, 
belonging to I he FortugLic^iC The go v crno r stnt amicabLc 
mfs^Bgc^ lo ColumbLi^ ind annoiinccd hib intcnlion nf 
visiUng biLm_ Eu1 when in Fulfiimcnl of their vow, half the 
crrw went, bBrefoot and in ihcir ^hiT^'^ on 4 [nignmage to 
the cbiapcL of St Mary_ wh]cbi WBi not fBr from lhe 
biarbour, I he govenH>r and hi'> ^Btelliles lay ]n BmbiJ'>bion 
the njad ind captnrtd the whoLt band of piLgnmn The 
ciown'>of Portugal and Castile were s1iLI 41 ptBcc, bnl i1 
appeals lhat thi^ 'mBn dressed m a lntLe bnef iulhonty," 
thought 1biat the tiplure would gralify his sovereign The 
^el^Qn^ trances of the admirBl were of no av4]h and ^^ 1bie 
weBtbier would ni>l allow of hL'> remain]ng ]n h]^ pre'>en1 
anchi>r4ge he W4'> forced lo Mand onl to sea, ind to run 
nearly to S1 \^i4. heel's, wilh 4 4.rew wh]4.h comprised only 
three able seamen On fhe 2Lsi1 of FebruBry he returned to 
31 Mary's, Bnd evenUially is the governor wai unabLe lo 
bene CoLumbub himhen he dec]ded on recognizing Ibie 
royal commis'>Lon whicbi he pnxJuced. Bnd re'>loring h]^ 
crew On lhe 24th the "Nmi' aga]n steered for Sp4]n bul 
another lenipe'>l supervened and cont]nued wilh more or 
Less fury for more Ibian 4 week. 
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In thi^ li^t *iLorm which raged wuh dc^trucUvc violence 
along thi: -wc^i 4.01HI of ihc whole Continent of Europe, knd 
which diove the "PinlB" ilmos! helple^ly lowards b Icc- 
hhore, the dangeis of the voyBge rea4.hed their climax. "I 
e^caped^" '>4ys ihe idmiraL^ "b> the grealc:£l mirBcLc in the 
worid " FortunalcLy, however^ h]s seairiA n.'ihi p wbs equal lo 
the emergency, and on 1bie ifternoon of the fourlh of March 
bic CBmc lo anchor in the Tagiii*- To I he King of Porlugi]_ 
who happened to be al no greH dL>lBnce^ he sent a de'tpalch 
announcing hi'> Brn^al and tbic result of biis voyage^ and ]n 
repL>, rc(.e]vcd b pressing in>]ti1ion I0 coud. Wuh Ihi-i he 
thought pnnper lo comply, "in order no1 I0 ^how mistrust, 
although he di'>l]ked ]t/ and was received by Ihc king w]th 
the highest honours This mu^t have hecn ilmojit too much 
of 4 triumph ^or 4 genen>Wi mind, considering thil Ihe 
conrt before which he wbs diJiplayin^ 1hc ^igift of b new 
world hid refused the opportunUy of securing lhe 
discovery for il!ielf_ The king, however, now took occasion 
[o pul in a cliim lo the newly found countnes. bising ][ on 
thu pBpBl bull wh]4.h has been merlioned in a previous 
chapler bul although 
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ColLimbii^, in the intcrcsl of his wnvcrci^n^. took circ 1o 
rcpudiilc lbiis claim as drcidtdly as pohsiblc^ hi^ royal tiost 
continued to cnttrtain biim v^ilbi I he ulnio'>t con^]der4lion 
Possibly mL'>lrusling 1bic "^camansbiLp o^ hi:£ subordinates, 
Columbus rcfusfd 1bie offer of safe condiicl and incansof 
traibpod lo Spiin by lend ind on tht L Jlh of Marcbi^ ]n Ihc 
teeth of a north-westerly \^ind iud a heB^y sea, lefl the 
Tagifi> for the bar of S Biles, End SBfeiy reached hi^ ^lBrt]ng- 
[io]nl 41 PbIos on the L^th, Bgaiu a FridBy. The enlhii>] 4*^ m 
and excHemenl aroused by the "iucccs-i of Ihe expedition 
^^ere unbounded. A1 FaLos_ cspcrnlLj. ^^here few fimiLiea 
had not a pen>onaL inlcresl ]n some of 1he bind of 
eiploreis- the L]tl]e (.ommLinilj wb"^ filled ^^]th 
eTtriondinBry delight. Nol in individuBl member ot Ihe 
e^ped]t]on bul ^bs elevaled ]nto b hero, —not adebloror a 
criminal whom Ihe chBrterof immunily hBd Led rBther thin 
bean he ]IL^ he had, lo fly lo othep> lhat he tncw nol of,— 
but hBd expiBted his social m]sdeeds, and hBd become a 
fieisonofconiiderBtion and in object orenthusii'>m. The 
court WB*^ al BaireLonB Immediately on h]s imval 
Columbus dc^palched b letler lo the king 
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and qutcn, staling ]n gcntrfll Icrms I he SLiccr'>sor h]s 
projcrl, and proceeded forlhwuh In pr«»cnt biimscLf in 
pcraon to ihcir h]ghncsH«> Almo-^l al the !iBmc 1imc. the 
"Pinti," wh]ch hfld been ^cpBralcd fn>m her consort ]n ihc 
ftist s1orm whjth 1bicy cncouiHtrcd, made the porl of 
Bayonnc, whence Ptnzon hid forw aided b Ldtcr to lhc 
SiOvcrcLgns, annoiincmg "his" di-^ovcnc^, and pnnposing to 
came 1o court End give full intelL]gencc as 1o them 
CoJumbiis- whom he probably supposed lo hBve perished 
at sea, he seems lo have ]^norcd utierly End when he 
received a reply fn^m the king End queen, directing him nol 
to go to cond w]thout the admiral, chBgrm ind grief 
overcame htm to "^uch an eMtenI thil he look to h]^ bed, and 
if any mm ever died fiom mentfll d]s1ress ind a broken 
heart, thai man x^a.*^ Mar1]n ALon/o P]n/on 

Hcrreri Il'IIs us ihst 1hc Bdm]ral now "enlered into the 
grealest reputalion." Biid the his tori Bn goes on 1o explain 1o 
his rcBdery ^^hi1 I he mcBningof "repu1at]on' is ']l does 
no1 consist," he leLls us, "]n success but in doing 
someth]ng which cannot be eB'^]L> comprehended, which 
compels men 1o lh]nk over and over again about il " And 
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crnaLnly ih]^ dcnn]tioii makt'> 1bic word p^nicularLy 
ap[iL]C4blc 1D I he Bcbiit^cmcnt of CoLuinbus 

The coun [irepircd 4 solemn rcctpUon for tht BdniirBL Bt 
Ban.c]ona, wbicrr Ihc people poured out m such numbeis 1o 
sec h]m IhBt tbic '>lrecls could nol ronlBin 1bicm. ,\ 

triumph^] prcKe'>Mou like h]^ the ^^orld biad dqI yc\ ^ccu il 
wiH B lh]rig lo make the itio:£I mcunoii'^ alerts aucl even the 
bfld and 'toL]tATy :£ludeut contenl to come oul and m]nf Ic 
with 1bie mob_ The caplives lhat accompan]ed 4 RomBU 
ge nenl's e B r migh1 he "51 range bBrbarun^ of a Inbe from 
which Rome had nol before hid slaves Bui birbBnans 
were not unknown creBture*^. Here, with Columbu-^, were 
heinpi of a new world Here wai Ihe conquenjr. not of man 
but of nature, not of flesh and blood bul of tbie fearful 
unknown, of 1bic clemcnl*i ind, more lhan ill, oF I he 
prejudicc!i of centuries. We may ]magLne the rumours thBt 
mu-il hi>e gone before hi^ coming. And now he wi^ there. 
Fcnj]nand ind I'^ibelli biad Ibieir thiones piBced ]n lhe 
presence of 1bie B-^^embled court. Columbus appro Bcbied lhe 
monareh'>, and lhen, 'h]^ counlcnance beBming wHbi 
modesit ^AlL'>rAction." knelt Bt 1tie k]n^'s feet, and begged 
IcAvc to hiui I heir h]^hne^;ses' hBnd'> 
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Tbicy give thc]r haiHfc lhcn lhc> badt h]m ri^c ancl be 
icatcd bcforr thtin. He rtcounlcd bncfly the cvtnt^ of his 

voyBgc— a Klory more ]ntcrcslin^ lhan ihc laic told in the 
coun of DidD by \cncas, like whom he had aLmo^l 
[icri'>hed clo'>e to homc^ End bic coru-ludcd hL'> unpretending 
namUve by 'ihLiw]ng whBt new thing'> and crcalurc^ he biad 
brought w]th tiim 

FeidiiiBnd and ]'>4belLB fell on the]r knec^, giving thinks 
to God wi1bi many Icais; and 1bien the chon^lcr^ of 1he royflf 
chape] closed 1hc grand cercmonn] by s]ngmg lhc Te 
Deum." Af1crwBrd!i men wfllkcd home gri>c ind jct 
Kafifiy hiving ^ccn the symbol of b greH wo rk . ±iO mclh] ng 
to be thought over for many 4 gcnenlion 

Other mark'> of approbiUon to r Co Fombu^ wcrr fu>I 

winling The Bgrcemen! belwecn him and the -sovereigns 
W4S confinncd An ap [i ro [i n b te coal of inn^, then b th]ng 
of much MgnLf]cancc was grBnIed to h]m jn Biigmcntilion 
of hL'> own In 1he "ihicld arc con'>pLcuou.'>Ly cmblBzoncd ihc 
Royal Arms of Castile and Lcon_ Nolh]ngeBn belter serve 
to "ihow the immense favour wh]ch Columbuii had oblained 
at court by h]s discovery lhan such a gr^m and lI ls but a 
trifling Bdd]t]on 
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to mBkc jn ri:coijnl]iig biis myvr honour*^ 1bial the title of 
Don was given to him End biis dt'>ciz nd b n bi ind aL^o 1o hi"^ 
br(Jtbcn> He iDdc by ihc ting's s]dc, wi^ served al tabic as 
a grandee "All hail'" waii said li> h]m on s1att ck.c anions 
and Ihc incn of hi't ^^^ happy in thai. HmJ found ou1 
another grral man to honour. 

The more pnjsaic part of ihe buhjne-^ had then to be 
altcndcd to_ The Sovereigns applied to the Pope Alexinder 
the Sixibi lo confer on 1bie crtjwns oF Ca-^liLe and Leon the 
I inds discovered and 1o he discovered ]n Ihe Indies. To Ihjh 
apphcation 1 hey soon received a fivourible answer. The 
Pope granted 1o Ihe Pn ntes of C isl i le and Leon, ind to 
the] r siiceesHO rs . the sovereign empire and pr]ncipili1y of 
the Endir^i^ and of the navigation there, wilh high and royal 
jurisdiction and iKipcnal dignily and Lor<fch]p over all Ihat 
hemisphere. To preserve the peice between Spi]n and 
Ponngal the Ponli IT divided the Sp4n]sh and Portuguese 
Indian soverr]gnties by in im4g]nary line drawn ^rom pole 
to pole, onL" hundred Leagues west of lhe A/.orcs ind the 
Cape Je Verde Islands. 



SECOf^D VOYAGE PLA^^ED. 125 

Mcan^^hili: the [ircpirBLLons wen: being made for i 
iccond voyBgc 1o be Linclc rtikcn by ihc iiJm]raL_ Aflcr the 
am>Bl nf thi: apo^toLic bull^ ^nd before 1bic departure of 
Col Limb n't from BBn.r]ona^ tht mnt IndiBnE brought by 
him were bapl]^td. Here pircntbiel]Cilly, we may tatc note 
of "^omtl h I ng wh]ch^ ]f ihc fict d]d eorrchfiond with whal 
thi: Sp4ii]ar^ Ihougbit about il, ^^nuld indeed, bt notable 
One ot Ihc IikIlbrh^ after being baptized died and ^^4'>^ wc 
are bld^" ihe Hr^l of tbial nalion^ Bccording to p]OLr£ belier 
who enlercd heaven 

Wc cmnol hcJp lh]nking of the ho^p]tBb]e and fBilhfo] 
GuaeBnBgBru and ]maf.inLiig tbial if hL'> race biad been like 
biim, ^nmc one might already have reached lhe reg]ons ol 
the blessed- [ do no1_ however, refer to thi^ passage of 
HeirerB for ib> boldne-^ or H-^ *i]ngijlarHy but because it 
brings before Li^ aga]n Ihe profound import Btlached to 
bapt]Siii lh those limes^ and may help to BceounI for niBny 
seeming i nconsiste nc Le'> in theoonduct of the SpBrnard^i To 
the Indians. 



HeiTcrB 
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In the conduct- however, of Fcnilinand End [*iBbcLla 
towBrd'f tht [rKli4ii'> lhcrc W4'> nolhing tqiJ]vocal but all 
th4l ihcy did shu^^cd Ihc tcndcrnc*!'^ and rL^lLgiouH care of 
thc^c monarch^ for Ihcir nc^^ *iubjccl!i \ spcc]al 
dcfiadmcnt for 1hc control of colontil Btfairs win placed 
Lindcr Ihc ^.h^rgc of JuannJc FoniccB, an cmtncnt 
ccclc'>tBS1ic who ^va^ titgh ]n the royal favour, and dh 
whom wa^ cvcnIuaLly conferred the title of Patriarch of the 
lndie'>. Bui. nnfortunilcly for the poor savages who^r fale 
he \^ai now lo innucjicc so iBrgely. Fonsec b's c harBC te r 
tiad in Ll but IlIUl' o^ Ihc mild and forbearing spint of 
ChnMLBn]ty. A "shrewd min o^ business a hard laslz- 
master, in implat-ible enemy, he d]'fplayed, during hi*^ l^^ng 
adniinj'^lralionor liid]an affairs all 1 tic qoBliUe'^ o\ in 
1111'^ njpijloiJ'> tyrani Bnd wb*^ instrumL^nlal in inflieling on 
Ihc i'>lBndcr: keener m]series ttian ever have been broughl 
by conqneTDr upon b fiubjcct rice. 

Jeilous of Ihc ri>Blry of PorlugBl, the "sovereigns took 
every mein^ of haMcn]ng the prcpBrat]on's for 4 second 
voyBge 1o be iindertBlzen bv the adniirBl. Twelve caramels 
and f]ve smBller yes'>rls were made reidy, and were laden 
with hoises and other animals, ind with planis, "seeds ^nd 
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agricLilluraL implcmcnls for I he cijlt]^at]on of tbi^ new 
coLintrini AnLf]ccn> of various lrad«i were cngBgcd, and a 
quEEitily of merchandize ancl gaudy Infle^, fil for bartering 
wi1ti the nilives were [iLiced on board. Ttiert ^va^ no need 
to pre^>s men into the service now_ volunleer^ for lhe 
exfieditLDii were only loo numeruiii The foer for 
discovery wi"^ unjven>il Columbus was conndciH IhBt he 
Kad been on the oulskirts of Calhay^ End thit lhe scnfitorBl 
land of PiAvJah^ tbie home of gold^ wk^ no1 far oft Unlold 
riches were lo be acquLred. and probably iherc was no! one 
of lhe 1500 [leisonH wbio look ship in 1bie nquadron IhBt did 
not BntLcipale b prodigious forlLinc a^ 1bie rewand o\ thL" 
\oyige Kor wis one of the great objeels of ihesc 
cTiscovenes uncarcd for Twelve niL^>SLonarie^, eager to 
enL]ghten 1he spintnal darkne^>sof the western Lind^, were 
placed under lhe charge of BemanJ BuiL, a Benedictine 
monk who wbs speciBlly appoinled by the Pope in order 
to ensure an Buthonzed leach]ng of lhe fa]th^ to '>Li[ieri n1end 
lhe reL]gioLis edncalionof 1he Indians. The ] ns tnicl lo n'> to 
Columbus da1ed lhe 29lh of Hiy. 149 J_ ire 1he first 
hirokcs upon thai obdurate 
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ma^R of colonial diff]cuLly wh]ch at [^^\, by incr'>Mnt 
working of grcal princes gr^^t (.hurrhincn and grcit 
Klalcsmcn wb*i tvcnluaLly to be hammered mto somr 
nghtcoLH form of wistlom and of merry. En ihc eouiye of 
thc^te ] n.'f 1 rue tioHH^ lhc admiral ih onilercd lo labour m aII 
[io'>sibLc WBy'> 1o bring 1bie dwellers in 1bie Indies to a 
knowledge o\ 1he Holy Cilholir FaHh_ And thai 1his may 
the more CB^]Ly be done^ all Ihe aimada ]^ lo be charged to 
ckal "lovmg^y" wilh the [ndiins. tbie admiral i^ to make 
them [ire^tent'>^ and lo "honour them miEh;" and if by 
cbiance any person or persons '>biould 1real the [ndiins ]ll m 
any manner whatever, the admiral i^ to chastise ^uch ilL- 
doer^ severely 

Even at Ibiis early penod of tiis admin]Mralion. Fon^ec4 
appeals 1o hive made ^ome 4llenipb> to tbiw^n lhe 
admiral's wi'>he'>^ Btlempt'> x^hieh Columbus^ now 41 lhe 
zenilbiof royil fa^onr^ had no dilTiciill^ m baffL]ng \s 
regarnds the hou^ehiild tor ireiUnce, Fonseea demurred lo 
the number of fool men which the admiral propo'^ed for hia 
domestic e'>lablishmenl. The admiral appealed lo the 
sovereigns^ who allowed his claim^ and reproved Fonseca 
for objecting. 
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On ihc 25th of September bIL the prcparBtions hcing 
complete the squiidrun left Cadii for tbi^ CBnary ]'>laruJs, 
and^ Bfter tBl:]ng in [i nn^ n^iorui thcrc^ 'iA]led frum Fcnoon 
the LJtbi of Odobcr The >oyige wb"^ *i]ngLilBrl> 
p rtj-^pe rtj Li^_ There wbs bu! one "florin and 1biat of not more 
thin B few biours' clurBtion and fi^ounng breezes w^rted 
[hem overcBlm ^eB^ with b rapid] t> tbial broiighl I he sbiips 
wilhm '>Lght of land on the .^rd of November^ hB>]ng mule 
the voyBge 'by 1bie goodne^-i ot God ind the wi^e 
management ot the admiral, in a^ ^tr4]^ht b trBck b*^ iflbiey 
biadsa]Led by a well-known and frequenled loule " It was 
Sunday, and 



130 ;5MJVD OF GUADALOUFE, 

accoidingly the namt of DominLCB wa^ given to tht fLP>t 
LslBnd to wbiich the admirBl camt. 

From Dominica, where no afrorig]ncs were found, the 
admirBl slood northwBnil n4ni]ng one ^maLI i'tland N^am 
Gil^me, afler h]^ own rli^biip Bcid CBlling 4 second ind 
mucbi larger one Guadeloupe, efter acert4]n inona'>tery in 
Eji tram BiHurB Th]"^ i^LBnd WB-i peopled by b nee of 
cinnibBls. and. ]n 1he houses of tbie natives, human flc^h 
W4'> found io4'>l]ng al the Fire. An exploring pBrly fn^m one 
of ihe shifi^ [lenelrBted mto tbie mtrnor, but ^o thickJy wbs 
If WDoded 1hal tbiev losi lhc]r way in the jungle, and only 
Feg4]ned 1bie '>hip'^ after four day^' wanderings, and wbien 
thc]r safety w as de'>pa] red of by I heir companion.^, who 
feared thi1 1hey hid become food for Ihe ravages 
ForlunBtely, howoer lhc men of the i^lBnd were ab-^en! on 
bome warL]l:e expedilion. Bnd ihe white men only met with 
women andeh]Ldrcn in the coLirseof thei r dangerouii 
expLDrBtbDn& 

Anxious to revLiit 1he colony at La Navidad, 1he Bdmiril 
pnnceeded norl h- w e-^l w i ml a^ speedily as posMbLe, ind 
afler p4'>Mng ind naming Monl^erral \ntigiJ4 St. M^Tlcn, 
and SaniB Cniz, 
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arriYtd at a beautiful ind fertile i^iknd which he cbILcl] S1 
John, bul x^hjcbi hi^ -^incc received the name of Forlo Rico 
Here were found houHC^ End ro ads construe ted afler i 
ciy]lized fB^h]on hul proofs thil Ihe inhBbitBnts \^ere 
cinnibaLs Bboundcd c>cr>wbiere On the 22nd of 
November Ihe Bdmin] reached the rBstem end of 
E~[i'fp4ii]ol4, and '>4]led aion^ the norlbiern shore towBnH La 
N4>]dad. ^^here B [irolound djsBppointment awaHed him. 
Ttie i]tlle colony \^h]ch he had founded biad been enthrely 
destioyed- The fori VtB'^ ra/cd to the giDund Not one of ihc 
hetlleis WBS Blive to 1eL] the tile The accounl ^^h]ch 
GuicanigBrL gave to Cnlnmbuy and v^hicbi Ihere "^eems no 
reason In doubl i*^^ thai Ihe SpBnish ^^hi> hBd been lefl 41 
Li KavidBd took to evil courses qn b rre] Led 4 mong*^ t 
fhcmEelves^ stra^led about 1bie counLrv, Bnd fmilLy were 
set upon^ when weak Bnd ^cvr in numbers, by a 
neighbounng rndiin cbuef named CBonibo^ who burned 
the tower Bnd killed ordispeiyed 1bie gBrnson, none of 
whom were ever discovered 1 1 wis ]n CBonato's counlry 
thai Ihe gold m]nes were reported to eiist, and i1 ]'i 
[ii~obBble thit bolh ihe cup]dily and tbie prolligBcy 
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of ihc colonists were *iO gros^ as to draw down upon them 
the not unreasonable vengeance of the nali^es 
Gu*canagin, ihe friendly cacique who had rtceived the 
admiral amicably on bus f]rs1 voyage declared that he md 
bii^ tribe biad d^nc Iheir ulmost ]n defence of the 
Europeans. ]n pnH>f of wh]cbi he exhibited rrccnt wounds 
which hid evidently been inn]cled by ^a^a^e weapons He 
wis^ naturally^ h^ arceiy ^d friendly as before, but 
commnniciUon wUh him was mide easy by I he aid of one 
of ihe Indians whom Columbus had 1aken to 5[iain ind 
who icted as inlerpreler Gnacanagin was willing Ihat a 
second ton should be built on the ^ile of lbic firM. but the 
admin] Ibioughl i1 bdter to ^eck a new locaL]ty^ bolh 
because ibic po'>ilion of the old foTi hid been unhealthy 
and because 1lic dj'^gusting Licent]o usness of tbie "settlers 
had offended the [ndiin^i To sucti in extern I hat wherras 
they had i1 firsl reminded the white men !"> angels from 
tieaven, now they cons]dered them is debased profligales 
and dislnrbeis of the [leice^ againsi whom they tiad to 
defend lheir hontjur and their live^_ 

Sailing ilong the coast of Ha^'t]^ Colnmbu't selecled a 

silc for h]^ piojected setllcment. about 
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forty mil«> lo the cast of the prc*icn1 Cape HaylLcn. ThL* he 
called IsibclLa if1cr his rtjyal iruMrcss. Here Ihc shipi of 
biis squadron discharged thc]rstorr'>^ and the Spin] aids 
Laboured actively la Ihc cnnstnEl]on of 1bic f]rs1 1own built 
by Euiopeans in 1bic New World. But 1bic work did no I 
progress pnnspeiDusLy_ Di^ea^cs prevailed among ibc 
coLoni'^l'^ The fatigues and dm^nmroils of a long sea 
voyage were not 1bic besi preparations for biaid pbiys](.il 
Labour The nnnibcr of men which the adni]ral hid brought 
outwHh him \^as dLsproportinnile to h]s means of 
fiuslBining them. Pro>]sions and niedic]nes began tn fail 
And^ wors1 of al]^ none of lhe golden dieam-^ were lealized^ 
under lhe influence of wh]cbi 1biey hid Lef1 Spain. Only 
small samples of 1bie precious metal coiiLd be piocured 
from lhe nilives^ and lhe vaguely indicated gold min«> of 
Cibao had nol been reached Anxiely. respoiu i bil ily . And 
Labour began lo tell upon the iron eonst]tut]on of lhe 
admiraL and for so me ttme he wa^ stretched upon a bed of 
!i]chne^>s. 

Some ]dca ot lhe diff]c nines wh]ch had Id be 
enconnlered al th]s period may be conceived fn^m an 
accouni of the stale of hi^i colony wbiich 
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Col Limb us Ecn1 hQim: m JBnuBr> 1494 [t 1*1 in the form of 
Lift triic l]o ns to a ccrtijn An to mo dc Torres. Lbic Receiver of 
tht Colony, who W4'> to proceed I0 Ihe coud of Spain and 
Lnform 1bic MonBrchs of SLicbi lh]ngs a*i \^erc wrilttn ]n 
tht'>t instructLons. Bnd doubtless I0 tlticidBtt thtm by 
diseoLirsc. as in tht prescnl diy -wc "icnd b dc'>pBtchlD bt 
rcid by an BmbaiSidor to the foreign m]nistcrof lhc power 
wc arc trcBting wnh_ Thcrr remains a copy, mBde 41 I he 
lime, of this document, and of the nole^ in the margin 
conlaLn]ng 1he resclutions of the !iO>creLgrei The onginal, 
thLi^ noted ^^b*^ tiken back to Columbus ]1 ]s 4 mo^1 
valuable document, very ]Liu'flrat]ve of the cioUoui] knd 
wi^e dealing of the c 41 ho lie sovere]gns. 

The documenl beg]ns with the u'^uiJ strBin of 
compijmenlary address lo greBt pcisonages, "Their 
Highnesses hold i1 for good service" is Ihe margin*! 
remark 

The Ficxl paragraph consults of a gcncnl ^litcFncnl of 

the dmcDvencs Ihat have been mide 'Their Highnesses 
give much IhBnts to God and hold as very honoured 
service ill thai the admiral has done." 

Then follow the admiral's reasons why he has 
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no1 been ibic 1o send home more gold. Hi-^ people hBvc 
bctn I LI It ^^BH ncLcs^iBry Id ktcp guBnJ. Su.. "He h£^j dofie 
^^!" is in the inBigin 

He '>Lif^es1s the bLiild]nf of 4 fortre'>s neBr the [iLiec 
where gold can be got_ Tbic]r H]gbincsics appiove, ind the 
Eiole I El the marg]n ]'^, "TTrrj fi w6'iL an^i lo iT ttmhI be 

Then comes a paragraph Bbou1 piovLiiom^^ and k 

maiginal onHer from I he i»overr]gns, "ihal Jifnix d^r Fofriea^ 

Af ain there comfs another paragraph iboul provis]ons^ 
complBining unongst other thing*^ thil lhe caslz*^ in v^hicK 
the wine for 1he iimBda hid been pul were leaty_ The]r 
E~[ifhne'>ses niBlze Bn oidcr in the margin, "ihal Jiftifr xie 
FcnieLa rj loflfrxi f?ifl \he pefiofri v\^iNy fxt{?\-ed lhin:heQf 
i\^tTh ihei\^\ne c^fsks, ^*id lo fjtl?!:^ ^fjodfrotTi iheir f}oct:eli 
ihe !ois, affd lo i6fe ih^I ihe^tinei" (sugar eancs for 
lilAnling^ pobsibly^ "af€ £rN>J, afrd ih^AJ aH ffa^r ri here 
Qskedjtrr, be provided imfsrediaieiy." 

So r^r, nothing can run monz pleasantly with lhe m^in 
cbcLiment thBn lhe note't m the margin Columbus now 

touches ijpi>n 4 mBtler which intimately concerns the 
fiubjecl of slavery. He desires 
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biis 4gizn1 1o infomi tht]r H igbincs.'^c'^ thai he ha^ ^cnt home 
hoinc liKJLBn^ \ro\T\ the Cannibi] ]'>LBndK a^ ^k>t'>^ to be 
tiugbit Ca^tilLHn ind tosfrve aflcr^^Hrd^ as iiUcrprcters^ sd 
thai ihc \^ork of convcision m By go on Hl^ Br|uincnl!i in 
huppod ot lh]!i pr(jcccij]n^ arc wc]^hty He ^pcik^ of the 
good thdl it will br to take thr^r people awBy from 
cinnibBlism and lo hive them bipli/cd foriso they v^lIL 
gain thci r !iO uIji . as he exprcs^ics lI Then, too, wilh regard 
to 1bic Dlhcr IndiBHE, tic remarks, "wc eJibII tiave great crrdit 
from lhem,sfe]ng IhBt we can capture and itibIzc sLbvcs of 
the'>e 4.4nii]balK of \^hom they fihe peBC^CBble Indi4ii'>) 
entenain '>o greBl b feir." Such argwnents mu^1 be allowed 
to have much fbiue in ihcm. and ]t may be quest]oned 
whdher TTsBuy of lho^c peis^jn^ who, ]n ihe-^e diys. Bre 1bie 
MrongCTit opponent of ^LB>ery_ would 1bien hB^e hBd thBt 
perccplion of the impend] ng danger of ]ts ] ntrod lk: t]o n 
which ihe so^ereignn appear to hBve enlertained, from lhetr 
answer to this part of Ihe documenl. "Thu ii verywetK triiJ 
so if mjjjJ if ^cp?r^. biti te\ ihe adfsrira! le^ ¥\^tfeihe* il c^itd 
HoJ b^ fj[tifrajieii ihefe" {i.c in Ihe Cannibil l^lBnds) "fhuT 
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Caihoirc F^prfr. ^nd ihe same Thinji wilh f Jff /« Jj crprj of 
fhoie iitaffdi where he fi. " 

The admiral'^ dcs p ate bi goc^ miEh bunbicr in tbic inzi^L 
[laragriph he boklly '^ijggi:'>b> lbiat k^r the advanlBgc oflbic 
bDulh of thc^c C4nii]bal InJiBn*^ tht raozc of I hem 1bial 
coLiLd be Ukcn lbic bctlcr. and ihBt^ con£]dcrLiig wbial 
quBntiUc^ of livc-'^lock ind olhcr lh]ngs art required for the 
maintenAnce of the caLony^ a cert Bin number cfcaravcla 
should be sent each year wilh thc^: ncccs'^Bry ihings ind 
the cargoes be fiaid tor in "slaves laken from aiTiong'>t tht 
cinnibflls He toucbies again on Ihc good thil w]Ll be done 
to 1bie cannLbil*! themselves Blludc^ to 1bie cu^loms duUc^ 
thdl Iheir E~[]ghiicsses niBy levy upon Ibiem^ and concludes 
by dcsinng \ii1onio dc Torrr^ to ^cnd^ or bring, an answer 
"becjuHt tht prefiaritLons here {for capturing these 
cannibals) may be earned on w]th more confidence- if the 
scbiemc seem good lo Iheir Highnesses." 

At 4 he same lime th^l we must do Columbus Ehc juslice 

Co believe thi1 his molives were nghl ]n his own eyes_ ]t 
musi be admiHed tbiat a more disl]nct suggestion for Ihe 

establishment of b slave-lrade ^is never proposed 
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To their honour, Fcn:l]nand End [MbcLla thus rcpl]«J "As 
regards thi'> matlcr it ]^ MJ'ificndcd for tbic prc'>L'n1 un1il 
thtrr come somt otbicr way ofdning il thtrc ind let thi: 
admirBl wrUc whal he th]nb> of lhi!i " 

Th]!i L^ rather a confused in^^^cr, b^ oftrn happens, 
whrn a piDpo!iit]on from b valued friend or ^crvin! i-i 
diJiappn^vcd of but bias lo be rejected l:]nd]y The Catholic 
sovereigns would have been very glad to have received 
Siome money From lhc ]ndic*i money \^b!i always welcome 
to King Ferdinand; the purchase of wine, ^eeds. and CBttle 
for ihe eolon]^^ had h]theno proved Bnylhing bul a 
profitBble ouUiy. lhe pnsspecl of con^en]on wb-^ probably 
dear to 1he hcBrts of bolh ihese princes, cedainly to one of 
them: but s1ill 1hi^ proposition for the establishment of 
slavery wbs wisely and magnin]mously se1 iside 

While Anlomo de Tdttcs wbs abseni from Hi'>p4n]olA, 

Liy]ng lhe*ie pn^posi^on^ before Los Reyes. Columbus was 
busy about 1he Bftairs o\ the colony, which were in b most 
districted slate. ScanI fare ind hard work were hB>]ng Iheir 
cffeot, sickne'>s pervBded lhe whole iimBment; 
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and mrn of all r4nk'> ind "^laUon.^ h]daLgofs^ people of the 
court bckI ccclt'>LBS1ic'>^ wcrt obliged 1o labour minuill^ 
under rcgij]at]ons "^IricUy enforced. The rage and vcxBtion 
of ihese men, many of whi>m hfld romc out with 1bic nolion 
of nnd]ng gold ready for 1bicm on the "^ea ^biorc, mBy be 
LmBgiued; and co mp Li i ut'> of the admiral'^ biaisbi wa^' of 
dealing wilh Ihose under him fprobibly no h4P>her ihan 
wiik Bbsoiulciy uece^kSary 1o ^avc Ibicm), now look tbicir 
niic, and pursued bum ever aftrr to h]E niin. A mutiny, 
headed by Bcmai Diaz, a man h]gh m authonly, wbs 
detected and quelled before the mut]neer> could effcci their 
intern Lon of ^eiz]ng the ^h][i:£. D]a^ was '>enl for Inil lo 
Spun The colon]!il!i_ however, were Siomewbial cheered 
afler 4 t]me by heanng of gold mines ind "teeing 
bpec i mens of o re broughl fn^ni thence, ind the adm]raJ 
wcnl himself and founded lhe Fort of St Thomis, in the 
mining dislnct of Cibao. Bu1 1bie Spaniards g4]ned very 
litlle rei] idvBntage from Ibiese gold mines, wh]ch 1biey 
began to worb before 1hey hadeonsolidaled b round tJicm 
the means of living, ]n fict, deBling witbi 1bic mines of 
Hi-^pinioli as ]f 1biey hBd been discovered in in 
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old coun1r> x^hcrc 1hc means of lrans]t and suppliL^^ of 
pr(JV]!i]ons can, wi1biccrti]nty, be pro4.urtd. 

There was iljio another evil, be'i]des ihflt of 
tncDR^idcrate mirung ind, perhaps, quite a^ mis^h]evoLi^ a 
one which -^lood in the wi> o\ lhe steady impiDvcinenI of 
thc^c eBrly SpiJi]!ih Lolonie^- The CBtlH>L]c sovereigns hfld 
Lin Ton Lin ate I y impressed upon CoLnmbiEi iheLr ^vish thil he 
hhnuid devote hLnmelF lo further dm^o very, a wish but too 
reid] Ly ado p Led and fudhered b> biis enlerprj^ing^piril 
The hankering of 1hc Sp4n]sh monarch^ for furlher 
discovery wis foslered by their jeiloLiiy of lhe Portuguese. 
The PorlugLiese were mating IhcLr \^ay low b nils India, 
going easlwBPJ- The>. the Spiniands, 1 hough! ihe^' were 
discovering Endia, gotng wcstwaid The more rBpidly, 
therefore, each nal ion could advance Bnd pLBnt ]LsstBnda[d, 
the more of m uc h-irovelcd IihJlb i1 would hereafter be able 
to cLa]m Ac ling uponsLich v]ews, Columbus now- 
proceeded onwards. ben1 upon fLirther discovery. 
no1 w i ttvi tandtng 1hat his litlle colonies al [sBbeLla Bnd S1 
Thomas must have needed all his -^BgBcily lo protect them, 
and all h]s atithonly to n:slrBin 
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thrm. He nom]nalccl 4 coijnc]L to maingc I he government 
dunng hi'> ab-^cncc, wuh hi'> brolhcr Don D]cgo B-i 
prcMdcnt of l1_ he appoLnlcd a ccdBin Don FcdrtJ Mflrgintc 
as c apl B I n-gcntn] ^ and I hen [iLit to sfi on Ihc 24th of ApriL 
L494- 



CHAPTER VJJ. 



Tn thr course nf tht voya^ thiT ihcn cnnurd the aL]m]ral 

madt miny Linpnrlanl di'^co verier, 4inong'>l I hem JBmaica^ 
and I he duller of liltLi: L'>L4iids cbIIccI thr "Gulden of Ihr 
Queen " The inv]galion Bmong-^l lhc*ie ]!iliniJ^ was ^>o 
difTicull thBt lbic Bdmiril i^ sBid lo hive been thirty-two 
days x^ilhout '>lct]xng CerlB]n il i'^^ thai ifler he hBd Lcfl 
the L'>LBiid 4.4]Led Li Mona^ and wbicn he wa^ 4ppiT>4ch]ng 
the LsLBnd o^ 5 an Juan^ a drow^]ne^'^^ ^vhicbi L b*^ C asas c il N 
"pe^tLlcnlial " but which niighl reBsombly be atlnbuled lo 
the [irL>4lLon'>^ care'>^ and 4nx]clie'> wbiirh the admiral biad 
now undergone for many monlhs. seized upon biim, and 
entirely dcpnved him far a time of the uh^ ot bus senses. 
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The objcLt in go]n^ to Sin Jubh ^^b-^ to caplurc 
cmnibals ihcrc^ End Las Cb'^b'^ IooIz*^ upon 1biis LcthBrgicil 
mark as 4 judgmrni upon I he 4dni]ral for ho unjuHl a 
manner of c ndci> oun n| lo inlroduct ChriJitianHy The 
mariners turned the fleet home wb nils to l^abcllB, where 
Ihny arrived the 29th of September, L494. bearing wjth 
Ihrm their helpless commarHJer. 

On Co LumbLi^'b iTn^aL al ]'>abell4, where he remained ill 
for f]ve momhs he found hi^ bnjibier, Bartholomew 
Columbus, wlH>se presence glictlcned him exceed]ngLy_ 
His brolbier^ were very deir to the admiral bs may be 
gathered from a Inter to h]"^ eLdesI son Diego, in which he 
bids him mate much of his brother Ferdinand. lhe son of 
Beatnce, "for_" says he, "ten brolhers would not be 1oo 
many for you_ [ hi>e never found betler f neiHfc on my 
right harKl and on my left, than my brothcis " \fterwards 
came Anlonio de Toire-^ wUh provi-^jons, Bnd all lh]ng^ 
needful for 1he colony Bui nothing we are lold, delighled 
the admirBl so much as the de-^palches from court, for he 
was B fa]thfiiL, loyal man, who lo>ed to do his duty to lliose 
who employed h]m, and to have hi^ faUh^iilness 
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recognized Pcbcc ordcl]gbit, however, wis no1 it Bny t]mc 
to be long enjoyed by Coliimbu^ He found hi!i colony in t 
hBd ^t4lc of d ISO n^ B n I ^41 Lon the [ndiins were in Brms 
aga]n'f1 the Sp4n]ards^ Bnd FBther BuiL Don Pedro 
Mirginte Bnd other prmcifial pep>ons had gone home to 
SpA]n in lbie "thip which hod bTDughl BarlhoJoniew 
Col Limb u"^ 

The idmiraL before h]s depadurc hid ^iven a most 
Lnjud]cioLi:£ command to K-lirgBnlc namely 1o put biimself 
al the bieid of foLir hundred men ind go thiouf bi Ihc 
counti^. wUh Ihe Iwofold object of ]mpies^Lng upon the 
nat]ves a respect \ot the power of the Spin]ards. and of 
freeing 1bie colony frtjm supporting these four hundred 
men The in^truc! lon-i to Margin te were, 1o observe the 
[leopLe and the natural pn^ducUons of the conntTy thiongh 
which he '>hould p4'>s lo do rigorous justice, ho 1 hat the 
SpamanJs shi>LiLd be prevented fiom injunng ihe Indians, 
or ihe Indians the Sp4n]anls 1o Ireal the [ndians kindly, to 
oblain [iro>]S]on'f by purchase, if po'>sibLe if not, by any 
other meaib and lo capture Caonabo and his brotheni, 
euher by fbice or irtifice 

The proceed] ngs of ihe men under Margaritc were 
similar lo those of the 3pin]ards formerly 
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Lcf1 4l Li Navidfld- They wcnl Sitnggling o>cr Ihc coLinlry: 
thry consumed 1bic prc^Msioie of thr poor ]iid]anii 
astonLshmg thrm by their voriCLOus Bppctitrs^ VtB^^c^ 
rapine, injury End lhsliLI fblowcd la Ihcirstcps^ and fn)m 
henceforth there ^^is bul iitlle hope of 1hc 1wo racn> living 
peaceably together m those pirl'^ al least upon equal tennis 
The Indnns were now swiiming Bbout 1he Spin]ariJs wUh 
hoElile inlent bs a modem histon an describes the sitoBtion^ 
"they hid pashed from ternsr to despair." ind bu1 for the 
opportune iTnval of the admiral I he SpBn]sh "settle me n1s in 
E~[ispin]oli mighl agi]n hi>e been cntjrei> swepi awa^ 

Cionibo^ the ciciqne who^ ]n former days^ hBd put to 

dealh Ihe garrison i1 Lb Mavidid, wbs no^^ threBten]nf Ihat 
of St Thomas, ihc fort which lhe Bdmirai had caused to be 
bu]lt in the m]n]ng distriel of CibBO Gnatignini, Ihe 
cae]que of Mbcotix^ who hid killed eighl SpBnish soldiers 
anti set fire to a hoide where lhere were forty ilU wi^ now 
within two days' mBrch of EsBbella, be'i]eging the fort of 
Migdileni Columbus stBrted up fodhwUh^ weni off to 
Migdileni, engaged the Indiins^ and rouled 1hem ullcrJj 
He toob a 
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Lirgc part of ihcm for ^Ibv«i. and reduced lo obcdiL^ncc Ihc 
whole of Ihc province of Miconx R[Murn]nf to KflbcllB he 
Sicn1 back^ on the 24lh of February 1495 Ihc four ^biips 
whicbi Antonio dc Torres hBtl bn>u^bit out, (.hicfly liden 
witbi Indian slaves, [t ih ralhcr remarkable IhBt 1bie >cry 
hh][i^ wh]4.h brooghl ihst admirable reply from Fcnilinand 
and l^abclli to Colnmbu"^, bcf^ing h]m 1o seek some other 
wiy toCbiri'ilnn]ty 1bian 1 biro ugh *ila>ery even tor w]liJ 
man-de^ouringCinb!i. should come bBck full ot slflves 
tiken fiom among'>t Ihc \^ild Lsl4iidep> of H is p b n lo Ia. 

CAonabo, nol daunted by tbie fBle of Gnatignina, still 
cont]nued 1o molest Sl_ Thomi^_ The admirBl accord]ngly 
SB II led out wUbi Iwo hundred men aga]ns1 1 his cacique On 
the bn^Ad plains of I he VegB RcbI the SpaniBnHs found in 
immense number ot EndiBns collecled logelher, Bmoiinting, 
il is SBid, lo one hundred tbiousand men. The admiral 
divided biis forces mlo Iwo binds, g]^ing lhe command of 
one 1o his bnUbier E b rtbio lome^^ . ind IcBding lhe olher 
himself And v^hen tbie bK)1biers mide an atlach upon 1bie 
Indians a1 Ihe same time fn>m d]fferenl quarters, this 
numerous hosi was a[ once and ntlerly put 1o fhgbit. Tn 
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!iprBl:]ng of eieH a dclcat^ thi: modem rL'Bdcr mibt nol bi: 
LiV]'5h oF Ihc wonJ^ 'cowanlLy,' "pu^Lllinimou^," End the 
Like, until. Bt \c^^i^ bic hB't well con.'iLdercd ^^hil it i^ lo 
expose nikcd bodtc^ to tircBrms lo the charge of "^Iccl-Llad 
men on hor^i^bBck^ Bnd lo tht (.iin^tng Icrocity of 
b loodbio tind^_ A "horrible cBrnagc' cruiucd upon ihc flighl 
of lhc Indianii. MBny of tbicm^ ic^ fori tin ate perhBp'>^ thin 
thosf who were ±>lA]n^ being tiken iltve were condemned 
to slavery. Caonabc^ however, who wiH besieging the 
forlrc^i-i of 31 Thomas b1 lhc lime of the batlle on the Vega 
Real rem4]ned nnlBlzen The admiral resolved to secure 1he 
person of ihis CBCique by Ircarhcry. indsent Ojeda Iwbio 
aftenvBi~d'> became a co n'>pLC uoiJ'> Bctor in the SBd driKiB of 
conques! ind depopijlat]on m th:: We-^l indie^r to cajole 
Caonabo ]nto comtng 1o 4 Frtcndiv meeltng. There are 
some ounotis inElruct]on'f of CnJijmbiJ'>\ lo Miiganle ]n 
1494, respecling 4 plol to lake tbit'> fonnidable Caonabo 
Ttiey Bre bs thorotigbily bBse and 1 reic bieioici a'> can well be 
[magined. Tht^ lime the admiral's plin wis completely 
Kucce'&Ful 

The storv which was current ]n ihe colonies. 
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of the manner in ^^hich Ojcdi caplnrcd 1bif rc^oLulc Indian 
chief, i^ lh]s_OjciJB carried wnbi h]m gyvc^ and mainclt^, 
thr iBtlcr of thr kind called by Ihc SpanLinilH, ^oincwhat 
h B tine il I y. ^jjNtJ^ J fw]^e!iy and bII made o\ bras^ or '>tccL 
fincli" x^njughl ind h]gbily polished The metil-i of Spain 
were prized by ttie [nd]ans in the "^Bme way 1bial the gold dF 
the Tnd]es \^as by I he SpBnurds Moreover, among-^l I he 
[nduns, lherc was i ^Iran^e rumour of t Biking brBS^, I hat 
aiT>se fTDin the]r li^teii]ng to the cbinrch belL at L^BbeLla, 
whicbi, '>uminaning the SpamBnil'^ to mas^ \^as Ihoughl by 
the s]mplc lnd]ans lo converse wUh thein. Endeed 1bie 
nat]ves of Hi'>p4iiiola bield the SpBnish melaK m such 
c£timat]on thBt 1biey applied to 1biem Bn [ndiBn ^^oid, Turey^ 
w hie bi seeni'> to hive signified anything thu de'>cends From 
heaven. When, Iherefore. Ojeda broughl Ihcse ornBment^ 
[oCaonabo, and told him 1hey were Bi:£ca>Bn T^ir^w and 
thai Ihey were a greal present fn^m the admiral and thai he 
would hhow him how to pul lhem on, and thai when Ihe^' 
wcrr put on Caonabo should '>e1 himself on Ojeda's hor^c 
and be shown 1o his admiring subjects, as, Ojeda said, ihc 
l.in^ of Spain were won1 lo !ihow ihemseLves 
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to iticiT^^ tbic ]nc4iJlLoiis [ndiBn issaid to ho^c filLcn 
entirely in1o the trip. Guing w]th Ojcdi, iccompinitd by 
only a '>mall tH^od. to a river a '>hDrt d]£]1ancr from biis 
mi] n encampment. Caonibn, ifler [lerforniing BbLulions^ 
Siuffcrctl ihc crflFty young SpaniBrd lo put the hcavcn- 
dciccndcd fcltrp> on biim, and lo set biim upon the hop»e. 
Ojcda himselffot up behind the [ndiin firincc^ End then 
whirling B few l]nies round i]kc b pigeon before ]t take^i ]ts 
determined rkghl m4k]ng the folioweisof CionAbo 
imagine lhBl lhis ^^b*^ bm di'>[iLAy, fthey all the ^^hile 
keep]ng a1 a rcspcclfLiL distance fnjm the horse. Bn animal 
they muchdreBded^l he darled off For Isabella and Bftcr 
greal filifLies now keeping to the mam trick ni>w 
tri>er5]ng Ihe wood^ m onJer lo e>ide pursuit brought 
Caonibo bound ]nto 1he pre-^ence of Columbus. The 
kinfortunalecBCLque wiii Bfterwanfc sent to ^fiam^" lo be 
judged 1here; ind h]s forces were presenti> put to flight by 
a troop of Spaniards under 1he (command of thL'> isime 
Ojcda. Some were billed Home tilzen prisoners, some fled 
to 1he forr'>b> Bnd the mounlains. some 

" He died on the voyage, however 
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yielded- "offering tbicmicLvc^ 1o Ihc service of the 
ChnbtiBns^ if they would allow them to li>c in their own 
wiys " 

Never. [ierfi4p'>^ were L]tlLc skirmishrs^ for such 1biey 
were on tbie part o^ lhc ^fianiBrdn^ oF greBter [lennmcnt 
importBnce tbian Ibio'^c ibove namlcd which took piBcc in 
the e*rly part of 1bic year 14^5 They mibt be looted upon 
as Ihe origin in 1bie Indies of slavery^ ^B'^alBge ind tbie 
system of re p art] mie ntos We have seen thai Ihc ictniral, 
after hi^ fjrs1 victory, nent off four ^biips with -slaves lo 
Sp4]n He now took occasion lo impose 4 tnbule upon the 
whole populal]onof Hi'>paniol3 11 was Ihus Brrangcd 
Every indiBn ibovc fourteen ycBrs old, who wai* ]n the 
p rov] ncc£ of the niine'>, or neir to these pTovinces. was lo 
pay e>ciy three months a liltle bcllful of gold; ill olher 
person'> in 1hc ]Eland were lo pBy al Ihe same time Bn 
£^nob{A of cotlon for CBt^h pcp»on Cerlam bras^ or copper 
totens were nude— d i f fere n t one-^ for each tribule time— 
and were given 1o lhe IndiBn't when they pBid tnbule ind 
the^>e tokeiti be]ng worn about their necb>, were lo show 
who hBd paid tnbute. A rcmarlible proposal wis made 
upon 1his occasion 1o the 
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admiral by Guanoiic^ (.Bciqur of Ihc VtgB Ri:bL^ namely^ 
th4l he woLiLd iruitLlLitt a hugt ^arm for tht growth of com 
and 1bic manufaclurc of breads Mrclcbiing fTDin [^abclla to 
S1 Domingo {i c_ from ^>ti to ^ca] which woiiLd ^urr]cc to 
mainlain all CaMilc wilh bread. The caciqur would do this 
on condit]on thil hi^i ^HEsals were no1 lo pay Inbutt in 
gold 4'> tbicy d]d not know tuw to collect lbiat. Bul ihis 
propo^il was no1 Bcrcpted, bccBiisc Columbus wished Id 
biavc inbutc in Mjch things bs he could send over to 5[iatn. 

Th]s tr]bute is ironside red lo have been a mosl 
Lin reasonable one in pD]nt of imonnl ind CoJnmbLi't WB't 
obliged lo nHHJify his demands upon these poor ]nd]anh 
and in some instBnces lo change the nBtnre of them, [t 
appeiP> 1hal. in L496. service ]nslead of tnbute wis 
demanded of certa]n [ndiBn village*^; and B't the >jLlagep> 
were oidered lo mike {ind work) 1he ^arms in the Spanish 
benlements. lhis m^y be considered is 1he beginning of the 
system of tepuf Utnienioi . or ^^if^xfJTTefrdai ^ is I hey were 
arierwuds called. 

We miEit no1, however, suppose thai IndiBnslBvery 
would no1 hB>e laken place by means of Columbus even if 
th«ie uprisings ind defeats of 
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the Tncl]arui in the course of I he vcbt L495 had nr>cr 
occurred Very cirly indc«l wc ^ce ^^hBL lhc idm]ral'i> 
vicw!i were wuh regard to 1bic Imlun^. In ihe d]ary wh]ch 
he kep1 of his f]r^l voyage, on Ihe 14th of October, thre* 
daysi if1crdi!iCovcnng the New World, he dc^>rnbc^ « 
po^iUan which he lh]nb> would be 4 very good one for 4 
fori and he goes on I0 !iay. "[ hJo not think lhBl ]t (the fortl 
will be necessary, \ot thi^ people 1*1 very simple ]n Ihe ide 
of armik |bs your highnesses will ^ce from ^cven of 1heni 
thai [ hB>e iBlzen in order lo bnug IhL^m to you, to learn our 
LinguBgc Bnd afler^^ard^ to tike Iheui bickj, eo thai \^heu 
^'our hLghnL"^'>e'> command, you can hBvc 1hem bLI iBken to 
Costille or kept in the ihlind as eBplL>e'>." 

Columbus was not an Bvancious, nor b eniel man. and 
cedainl^ he was 4 very p]ou^ one bul CBrly jn hfe he hid 
made voyBges along the coast of Afrjci and he WB't 
aecuslomed lo a slavt tride Moreover, he was anxious to 
reduce the expenses of 1hese ]nd]an possessions I0 Ihe 
Cathi>lic sovereigns to prove h]mself ]n the right B-i to bII 
he hid "^Bid re'^peclinf. Ihe idvBnlige*^ thai would flow lo 
Spi]n from Ihe Indjcs ind to confule hi*^ enemies al Court 
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Tho^c who hflvc read tbit instnictLon^ 1o Cdumbus 
given b> Ihc Calholic monan.tvi wiL] iiBtLiralLy be cijr]ous to 
know hovr Ihc ntws of lhc Hrnvil of th«tf vc^srlh iBclcn 
^^i1bisli>c^, 1bic fruit of the admiral's fiist ^]ctory o>cr the 
[ndun^, was received by lhc Sovcrc]gns. rccolLcct]n^ biow 
tender they had been about -slavery before Thi^, however, 
wi^ a very different ca*ic from the former one Here werr 
people Iflken la wbiat ^^oold be called rebe I l]o n~ p riso neis 
of wu Stih WE find ihat Ferd]nand ind ]'>4belLB were 
heedfiil in Ibieir pnnceedings in Ihi-i matler There i^ a lelter 
oF lhe]rs to Bishop Fon^eci ^^ho managed EndiBn affiin>, 
telling biim to wuhhoid receiving the money For the *iale of 
these Lnd]anh ihBl Torres biad bn^ugbit witbi him unt]l their 
Highncji-^es *ihoij]d be able 1o inform ihemsei^e^ from men 
LeBrned ]n lhc la^^. iheologiBnn and canonists whether \^ith 
a good conbC]ence the^e Tnd]anh couLd be ordered to be 
ioid or not The historun Huno? who hi"^ been 
indefBtigBble in hih re^eBrches 4mong'>t the doLiimenl:^ 
relBting to Spanish \merieB. declBrc^ thBl he (.innol find 
thai Ihe point W4'> decided; ind if he has f4]Led^ ^^e are not 
Likely 1o di^>rover any djrcci evidence about 1hc decision. 
We ^hal] 
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bicrtBFttr ho^^c^cr^ find '>omr1biLng wbiLch m^y enable uh Lo 
conjecture whal ihc dtciMon practically CBmc 1o be. 

Mflny of 1bic :£CH4.4]ltd frcf [ncljaib in E~[]sp4nioia had^ 
pcrbiapsi. even b wnn»e Fate Ihan thBt which fell lo the Lol of 
thc]r brclbircn condemned lo *ilavcry_ Thc^c free men 
hecLiig the Sp4ii]ardh quietly ^etlkng down ]n Iheir islind^ 
bu]Ldiiig houM!s^ End niakLng Fon^, and no >c^'>e]K in the 
harbour of [^ abulia 1o tslze them aw By. fell ]nto I he 
pnnfoundc^l ^latlnc*!"^ and bcthoiighl lhcm of the dcsfienlc 
remedy o\ iUcmpling 1o stBrve 1hc SpaniBpH-^ ou1, b> not 
sowing or pLBnUng anything. But 1hL'> ]^ a ^hBllow device, 
when undertBlzen on the part oF 1he grcBtcr number. ]n iny 
country, ag4]n^t 1hc '>m4]Ler The M-heme reaclcd upon 
themselves They had intended lo gain a secure Ihough 
hcant> "^nsle n ant. e m the forests Bnd upon ihe mounlBins^ 
but Ihough the SpaniBrd*! MjfFered bilterly from fam]nc, 
the> were only dnvcn by it to Furlhcr puisuil and 
molestBtion of 1he Indiana, who died in g real numbers, of 
hunger, sickness, ind misery 

Aboul lh]'i period lhere Brnved ]n ihe Indies from the 
Conn of SpBin a Comm]!isioner of 
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[nqij]ry hi'> miss]on being doubllc^ o^cB^]onccl by the 
various co m [i 1 4] nts made againnl Ihc Bdmiri] by FiLbicr 
EiJ]L MirgBnlc. and the Spani4Kl'> wbio hid rclurncd from 
Hi-ipBniola- The nBmc of th]!i 4.i>mni]^E]u ncr wi^ Jmn 
Aguado, and his powcp> were vuLU-bcd for by the tolLowing 
Icrtcr Trom ihc iicvcrcigns — 

"The King ind 1hc Qu«n 

"Cavil hCTB, ^£<|LJim5 and ol her pcrsDns. whc by our 
command arr in the Indies: wc send you IhUher Juin 
Aguido, ourGcnticnun oF ihc Chiinbcr who VriH ^peik to 
^'ou on our part: VrC coinniand thil >ou g]vc h]iTi faith and 
credence 

"I the King: I the Queen. 

^y oommand ol the King and Qnecn^ our L^ont 

'HEN AND ALVAREZ 
'Madnd, 1he n]nth of ^pnL, one thousand 
four hundred and ninety-five " 

The loyj] com m iMi lo ner arrived at Isabella 3n Oclobcr^ 
1495, and hi^i proceedings in the colony^ logether with ibe 
fear of wha1 he might report on h]!i relum, qu]ckened the 
admirals desire to return 1o Courl^ 1hat he ni]ghl figh1 his 
o^^n 
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batl]c*i Ihcrc hiirmclf. For the t]dc of hi!i fortune was 
turnings and 1biis appeared by several notflblc E]^ns. Sirong 
as wi^ the conscience which lhc Sovcrc]gn^ reposed in 
biim^ 1bic re p rc^c n tal Id n^ of MirgBrHc and BLiil~the rough 
boldier and the wily Ecncdicline~hBd produced thr]r 
cfTcct Thci" complained of the despotic rule of Columbus, 
of lhc iJ]'5rcgBnH of d]!ilLnclioni of rank \^h]cbi he hid 
manifcislcd by placing tbie hidalgoes on the s^kic foot]ng aa 
the common men. is reganls work and rBtion^, during lhc 
CO n't I ruc tLon of tbie seltLcment; and of his maniB for 
discovery wh]ch matle him Bbandon lhc colony Blread^ 
foimed. in 1bic nnremuneril i ve search for new conntncs 
The commmsioncr who was sent 1o invesligile these 
charges. B-i well as to report on the condit]on of lhc colony, 
found no difficiill^ in collecting evidence lo snbstBnUBte 
ihcm. An unsuccessful man is generally persuaded thu 
somebody eKe has caused hi't failure. And the "somebody 
else," in the case ot lhc colonists, was. by univeisal 
consent, the f6rr]gn sei cb plain who biad deluded SpBn]sh 
hidalgoe-^ by his wild projects. Bnd had become a grBndee 
under fBisc pretences The indnns, loo. who were glad lo 
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Liy thc]r m]iicrLcs lil the doorof ^>omrbody, and who were 
told Ihil AgLiado wa'> 1bic new admiral, and had come tc 
hupplBnt 1hf old one^ wcrr not slow 1o idd tbieir quota to 
the charges Bgain^l Coliimbu-^- To rebut 1bi«»e arc us b Cions, 
a^ well aii to prolcM 4gB]n'i1 Ihc l'>^uc of l]ccnce'>^ 1o private 
advcnturcis. lo [ride in Ihc new cotmlrie^ ]ndcpcndentiy of 
the admirBl |a measure wtiirh^ in violBtion of CoLumbiCi^ 
cbiadcr hul lalcly been adopted by Fonscca^ he qtittted 
[^BbclLi on lhc lOlh of March. ]496_ ]n ihe 'N]na_" while 
AguBdo took ship in another cirBvcl. N^Bny of the 
coLonisIs who had been nidcly awakened from Ibicir 
golden dreams, se]ied thi^ opponiinily of returning to 
Spim, Bnd the CBCiquc CaunBbo wis bLho on board, 
pnnbably wi1bi b >]ew of impressing upon biim an 
overwhelming cony]ct]on of Spini'^h power, and ot the 
futilily of any efforts 1o resist ]t_ 

The voyage wis a m]SicrabLc onc_ Conlrary wirntL 
prevailed onliL provihion't began 1o nin short, and rBtioiE 
were doled out m piUancc^ which grew scinlier and 
£]Cant]eriJii1il all 1bie Bd mini's lolhonly wis needed 1o 
preveni biis rivcnons sbiipmHes from l:]Lling ind ealing ihe 
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Canbs who were on boird,— ]n rclnbution, ho nn the grim 
jr^l- f6r1hcircBnn]bali!im At last, when famine wai 
Lmmincnt, aflcr b voyage of lhrcc monttft" durBtion. the two 
carivclh cnlcred I he Bay nfCBcl]?: nn the I ]lh of June, 
L496_ Af1cr about b monlh's dclBy CoLumbiCi received a 
SiUjninonH to piDcced to the Courl, which wb*i then at 
BurgoH- In the coup>e oF hi^ journey thither he idi>pted the 
hBme ^lean^ of dBzzijng Ihe eye:£ o^ Ihe pofiulice, b> the 
display of gold and lhe eihib]tiDn of hiscBplive^, a^ on his 
relum from hj*i fip>l voyage, bul !iO m^ny uiL^ucccji'^fijI 
coLoni'^ls had relurned, '>icl: al heirl Bnd mined m heBllh to 
telL 1hc 1aLe of r4]lure to Iheir counl ry ine n IhBt Ihj^ 
triumph^] pmceuiion wa^ very unlike the \^^i as regBi~d'> 
the ^veltome acconilcd by 1he public. However the 
S o> ere igns seem to hBve given Ihe idm]ral a k]nd 
receplion ind miilead of [iLicmg him on hi'> defence 
agains! lhe chBrgc^ \^h](.h hBd been brought forward by 
Filher Buil lhcy listened with ^ympalhj to h]^ Mory of 1hc 
d] ft 14. ull ie'> which had besel h]m Bnd heaid wilh sanguine 
KBti^fiction of lhe recent discovery of the minc^ fn^m 
which il \^B^ ^Bid lhBt the nBti>e^ pK>cijred moM of lhc gold 
thdl hid been found 
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in Ibicir [ioE'>r'>sion^ bckI wh]cbi pn>mi^ccl an ]nc4lcuLBbly 
rich harvest- Prc^cnlly, ]n ippircnt conhrimUon of thi^ 
bcL]cf, one Pedro Nino, a explain of 1bie admirBL's 
announced hi'> arrival 41 Cadiz with a quality of "^old in 
barf" on board bii^ ^h]p. [t W4'> no1 untjL greal txptctalions 
biad been reined Bt Coud. ind the ^]Ldebl Ldca^ conceived 
of Ihc mi^iiLludc of lhi!i supposed nr^l Lii'>laimenl of the 
nchc'i ot Ihc ntwLy found gold in]nes, ihBt il lumed out thai 
thi!i M]no was merely a in]serablc mikcrof jokes^ Bnd thBt 
the 'gold JFr t^rf " was only represented by 1bie ]nd]ans who 
composed h]!i cargo who^e prc^en! capt]VLiy was secured 
by "bais_" ind whose fulure sale WB-i to furn]sh gold Th]s 
absurdity nalorBlly CBU'^ed Columbus ind his fnentfc no 
slighl mo rt] f Lc at]o n and added a fresh weapon to 1bie '>h4f1s 
of ridicule whic^bi hi't enemies wore foreverlaunch]ng a1 
his exlravag^m Iheonc^ and tiis expensive projecb>. 



CHAPTER VllE. 



During tKt two ycais ihat cLflpscd riT>m lht AdmirBL'^ 
LcB>]ng H]*ipBn]oli in \49(> to h]!i rclum there in L49S. 
many tbiin^ hBppcncd on both ^]dfs lbic Atlanlic, which 
need recording- Ln 14^6 wc find, thai Don Bartholomew 
Columbus *icnt to Spain three hundred !ilavc^ fnjm 
Hi'5pin]oli_ He hBd proiouniy informed Ihe Sovcrc]gns 
th4l certa]n caciques were kili]ng the CB'^liijans, and thc]r 
Hi^hne^>ses hid given OKlens in reply, thai ilL tho^c who 
should be found guilty '>hoiild be sent to Spam, [f lh]s 
me^m Ihe common ]nd]aib as well mi^ 1 he c ac iqne*^ then il 
beems probable ihat tbie qneslion Bbou1 selling them witbi a 
safe comkC]ence wbs already' decided. 

In 1497 two very injudicious edicts were 
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publL'>hFd b> the Catholic Sovrrcigib u|)on Ihc 4dv]cc, as 
9rC arr told uf C dI umbuH^ onc^ ButhcirLZ]ng I he judges to 
trinnport criminals to 1bic ]iiiJ]«>. tbic olbicr^ giving an 
indulgence to bLI thn^e who hid commitlcd iny cnmc {wuti 
ccrtBin CTception^, Bmong whicbi heresy, Iei6' T)\aj^si^r and 
treB^nn, Find 4 plicc) lo gc out at thtirown expense to 
HispinjolB ind 10 serve for 4 cerlain time under the orders 
o^ Ihe 4dni]raL. The remembrance of thi'> Bd>]ce on hi^i pari, 
mighl well biave shamed Columbus from SBy]ng. is he did 
three yc^r* after^'arn^ jn hi'> mosi emphiHc manner, "[ 
swear thi1 nijmbep> of men have gone to the Endies who 
did no! deserve wi1er from God or man_" ]1 ]s but fBir, 
however, to mention, thai Lbs Casas. "ificaking of the 
colonists who \^ent ou1 nndi^r these condit]ons, SBys, "] 
have Izno^^n some of them in 1hcsc ]s]ands, even of ihiuc 
who hid lost 1heireap>, whom [ always found sufTiciently 
benefit men." 

]n 14?7, Icltcis palent were issued fiom the Sovereigns 
to 1hc Bdm]ral aulhorizing him lo grant n.^p{frlIfnfi.^nIoi of 
the lands ]n Ihe Indies to 1he ^[laniBnils. Tt is noticeable 1hat 
in this dofumeni ihere ]e no menlion orTnd]ans.so IhBt 
they had 
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not come to form portion of a tei?af\umey2Uy Bt tbiiK pcricHi 
The docLimcnt in quc*itLon is of a formal rhBratlcr, 
CKprK>sccl in Ihc stjic of Legal docuncnlJi of lhc prc^cn! 
day_ by v]rtuc of wh]cbi lhc rodumlc SpaniBrd ^^Ih> gcti Ihc 
Lind i!i "to have, Bnd to hold ind to possess," 4iid so forth, 
and is enabled "to nell Bnd to g]^c, Bnd to prcbcnl ind lo 
traffic wilh, ind ti> ci^c^hanfe, and lo pledge and lo 
al]cnate, and to da u'lth it and in it All that he likc^ormAy 
think good." 

While the acl^ of lcgis]al]on 4bo>c narrBted, wh](:h 
cannot be ^Bid lo have been favourable to good 
government in 1he ]nd]c^ were bein^ frBmed bI 1he Coud 
of Sp4]n, Don Earlholomew Cnlumbus wbs doing munli in 
his AdmimstrBtion of Hispaniola I hat led to very 
miHchievoiii re*iult^_ 

Before the admiral lef1 Ihc i'>l4iid, he had discovered 
home mine^i to the soulhward, and hid thought of choosing 
a port in their vieinily. where he might cMabliSih a colony 
He had "ipoken iboul this in hi^ letters to 1he Government 
at home \s he enlered lhe Bay of Cadiz on hi!i rclum, he 
mel some >e*i^e]*i Ihcre, which were bound for Hi^pimoli. 
and which conlamed Ictlers from their Highncbses 
approving of his suggestion. 
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By thc^c *ih]ps, therefore he *icnL onJep> to his brtJibicr 1o 
make this ^oulbiem sctlleincnt; and the "Adelanlado" 
arconilingly proceeded !iO u1 biw i niln, and f]T«J upon b port 
at the entrance or the river Ozami He "^cnl for irlLzarui 
from l^ibcLJa, and commenced buLldLng a fonre^>s, which 
tic called Si. Domingo^ and wh]4.h BFterwarnis became the 
ctiicf port of ihc tsLind 

There wai one pBrl of E~[i'>paniDla ]nto which the 
SpiniardE had not yet pcnetriled it ^^4'> called XBrigna 
and \^ai reigned o^er by aCac]que nimcd Eohecbiio, 
whose si'>tcr, ^nBdc^ni. the w]fe of CannBbo^ Bnd b noled 
bcaijl> ^ceni'> bIso to have hBd much ButhorHy in those 
parti- The Adclinlado, aFter seeing 1bie works Bt St_ 
Dom]ngo commenced. re«]Lved to enter Ihc tmgdom of 
Xaragna^ whuher he proceeded Bt tbie head of one hundred 
men Arnving 41 Ihc ri>er Neybi. he found an immeiL'>e 
army of Endians driwn up there to oppose h]!i progress. 
Don BirthoLomcv^ niBde '>ign'> 1o I hem I hat his errand was 
peaceful ind the good-nBlured [ndi4n'> BcccpLing his 
proffen> of ami1y, he wbs condiKlcd some thirty leagues 
further 1o the cily of XanguB. where he was rcce]vcd wUh 
|]roc«>s]ons of dancing and singing 
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womrn and feasted mign]ficcntly_ After having been wcJI 
cnlertBini^d b> Ihc^c Indiaib ihe "AdelHnticIo' firocrcded 
to bii'>Lnr'>s^ End m [A^in Icrms, demindtd tribmc nf thtm. 
Eohccbiio pleaded ihst thtrc wa^ no gold la h]'^ dominions^ 
to wbiLch the Adi^lantBdo repL]cd lhat bie d]d not ^^]'fh to 
impose tribule upon any people^ except of the nilural 
production 1o be found ]n thc]rrounlry_ Ft was nnfllLy 
bcttlcd tbiat Bobierh]o sbiould pB> Inbutc in colton End 
cjzabi-brcad He acceded 10 lhis Bgrcemcn! very \^]L]ingLy. 
and ihe AdcL^mado ind thi'> cac]quc purled on tbie nH>M 
fnrndly lcrms_ 

Don Barlholomew thrn returned to T^flbella, where he 
found Ihflt about three hundred men hsd died fiom difieiiic^ 
and thflt thcrr was great deadh of pn3vi'>ion!i He 
distnbuled Ihc sick men in his fodrcis'tes. End in the 
adjBcenI [ndiin Ml]age'>^ End afler^^Bnil^ set oul cm a 
journey I0 hi^ new fori of St_ Doniingi>_ collecting tribute 
by the ^By. [n ill the^e rapid End energetic pioceed]ngs of 
the Adelantido, and '>t]li more \roTTs c4Uhe'> over which he 
had no control 1he Spaniards micit hB>e '>urrered much, 
and^ doubtless, those complaintsi on 1heir part, which were 
soon Id fareik 
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out >cr> mtnBt^Lngly Vrcrc no1 unhcBnil 41 1bic present Ujnc 

]f the Spiniarti*! however cojnplaLncd oF Ihc LiboiJp> 
whicbi Don B^nbiolomtw ]nipo:£cd upi>n tbicm^ Ihc Indiana 
compli]ncd stilL more, and fir more jliMLv, oF Ihc Inbutc 
imposed upon 1bicm SocibI of Ihc m] nor chic f*i. upon lh]E 
occBR]on of collet. ling Inbulc, compLBincd to 1bic grcal 
Cacique Guanonc^ and '>uggfsttd a n^mgof tbic lnd]aib 
Thi^ cac]quc ^>tcmE to hB^c been 4 pciccfuL priidtnl man, 
and well iwarc oF lhc pox^cr of the Spiniard"^- Bu1 he ihjw 
comicntcd to plat-e biimsflf 41 ihc heBd of Bn iii'>Lirrfc1ion, 
whicti. however, thr liculcnant-govemor, soon midc iwarr 
of i1, qijell«J at once by a battle ]n \^h]cbi he wbh viclorious 
ovcF Gnanoncx laking h]m and other principal pcp>om] 
ciptivc. The chief movers of the revoll were pul lo deadi, 
bul GnarioneT was delivered up to h]Si people, who floe ted 
by Ihousand"^ to his place of ]mpris<jnmenl cLBmour]ng for 
his rcEl]tut]oii. 

About ihis lime mr^sengcj^ came from Bohcchio and 

Anicaona, informing the .Adelantado that Ihe tribule of Ihat 
country was ready for him, and he iccordingly weni lo 
fetch il Dunng 
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biis 4b'>tncc frDin tht scat of govcrnmirnl ind under I he 
Less >]gorDus admin i^triUDii of Don Diego ColumbLis who 
biad been lefl 41 Ihe heid of arr4]r£ at ["^BbellB lhos« 
discontents Binong Ihe SfianiBrd't wh]ch hiid no doubt been 
nfc for 4 long limc^ broke ou1 ]n 4 distincl minntr. I aILikIc 
to the well-known ]nsurTeetioii of Roldan, whom the 
admiral on h]^ depadore had lefl as ch]erjus1ice in the 
LsLind. Tbic d]spules between 1bic chiefjiEitLee Bnd the 
governor were to foim the fiist of a ^encs of '>Linilir 
p rtjceed I ng!i to take plice BfterwanJ^ ]n nuny colonics 
even down to our own limes [t may be imagined thai the 
family orCDlumbiJ'> were a hBrd riec 1o deBl wilh. and any 
one Db'>erving thBt the admiral W4'> ^ery of1en crg^ged ]n 
dis[iute'>^ Bnd almo'^1 alw4>'> ]n the nghl migh1 conjecture 
thai he wi^ one of Ibujse persons who pass through hfe 
firoving IhBt bII people iboul them are wiong^ Bnd goin^ 4 
grcil way 1o mike ihem so Th]!i would hive been an easy 
mode of explBining many things^ Bnd iherefore very 
welcome to a narrator^ bnl i1 would not be al kl\ jlsI 
towarcfc Columbus lo saddle upon him any such character. 
Here were men who hid come out wi1h very ^rand 
expectations^ and who 
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found thcmscK'cs pinched wuh hunger having dire *ilorrns 
to encounter, and vast ]aboiJp> to UDilcr^o. who were 
rei>tri]n«J wuhin due boLinds by no pressure of society; 
who were commBndcd by b foreigner, or by mcmbeis of 
his fBrnily whom Ihcy knew 1o hBvc mBny enemies al 
CDUFi, who thought th4l Ihc Sovereigns theirmelvcTi could 
hcairely reach them al thi^ di^tince; and who iniBgined thai 
they had worked ihenuicLve^ oul of an law ind oniler, Bnd 
thai they dcseryed an AlsBt]an imniun]ty. With "^nch men 
fmany of 1 hem, perhaps. "no1 worlhy of water." J the 
admirBl Bnd his brothep> hBd to get useful work^ of all 
kind^ done, and did contrive lo get >c^se]^ navigiled, forls 
buiLl ind si>me ideBS of ciy]lizal]on mainta]ned. But il was 
an 4^fuou^ t4'>k 41 ill 1ime'> and this RoLdBn d]d nol furn]^h 
the least of the troubles which the adniiral and his brolheni 
had lo end Lire 

RoLdin, too, Ef we could hear him, would probably hBve 
Siomething lo say He wished, ]t appeals, lo relnrn lo Sp4]n, 
asFBther Bnil ind N^argarUe had done, and urged Ihat a 
cerlain cb ravel which the Governor Don BBrtholomew 
Columbus had buill_ might be launched for thBt 
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[iurpo'>L'. Sucbi j^ the iccoLinL ot FcrdLiiBnd ColumbLi^ who 
maLnlaLns lhat if^ ^Bid caravel 4.ouLd no1 be Lunched fur 
W4I11 of lacklc He bI^o menl]ons thai RoldBn complained 
of lhe re^llKiE Life lbic AdclBnlado led hi^ men, building 
fort^ and lowrui md :£4]d ihBt lhcre was no hufie of the 
admiral coming back to 1bic coLnny w l1 bi sli[1[i Lie^. W]thout 
go]ng in1o Ihe^e sq u b b bles— and indeed it iii very d]ffLcult 
when a quarrel of tbiis kind arisen, lBl:]ng i1 up Bt tbic pnin1 
where il b^eak^ out, to judge lI upon Ihil only, since lhe 
htre^m of ]II-wlII may hive run undergiound for a long 
time— "suffice ]t 1o !iay Ihat Roldan and hi'> men grew more 
and more ireiuboidinUe; were not at all quelled b> the 
presence of the Adelanlado on hi'> return from Xarigui, 
and f]naLly quHted [^BbcLla in b hody The AdeLinlado 
contnvcd 1o keep ^omc men faithful to hjm, proni]^]ng 
them among:£l other thing'>, 1wo slaves eieh MegoUi t]ons 
then took plBc^e bet^^een 1bic AdclBnIado Bnd Roldan whjch 
musi be om]tled for lhe present, to enter upon lhe funher 
dealing of Don Bartholomew wi1ti 1tie [nd]an!i 

The^e poor. i^lBndens were now harassed both by lhe 
rebels and b> the loyBl Spaniards, whom 
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ihr .\clc1 ant Bcio could not Mzntur^ to curb miEh^ for ftar of 
ihcir going over 1o Ihc olhcr pirly The IikIibhs were ilsio 
templed by Roldan lo join him, b"^ bic conlcndcd IhBt Inbute 
had been unjiiitly imposed upon Ihcni From all 1bi«»t 
difficulties. GuBTioncT mBde hi'> escape by flying to lhe 
tem1on«i of Mi]obaneK, the cacique of 4 haidy race, who 
inhabiled lhe h]Lly country towircU CibrDn. This flighl of 
Guinonex wbs a very venous affair, as i1 ihreatcned the 
extinction of tribute in that CACiquc^ terrUory; and Don 
Bartholomew aeconilingly pursued the fugilive. After "wjme 
sk]rmishes with lhe iKfopsof Mijobinex, in which, is 
ukubL 1he Spaniards were victoriou'>, the AdelantBdo sent b 
mes.'^eiiger to A-1a]ob4nex lelhng him thai lhe Spaniards did 
no1 seek war wilh him. bul thai he mij'>t give up Guar]onex, 
otherwise hj-i own temtory would be de-^mjyed by Fire and 
sword M4]obanex replied that eveiyone knew 1hal 
Guinonex wa^ b giHid man endowed wi1h bII virlue, 
wherefore he judged him to be worthy of assistance and 
defence, bul IhBt they^ the Sp4n]anls. were violent and bad 
men. Bnd IhBt he would have neuher fnend-^hip nor 
commerce with Ihem. 
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Upon receiving this aruiwcr thr .\dtlanlBdo burnt 
bcvcral VLlLigc^ and ap p rc) at. htd ncartr lo the CBmp of 
M4]obaiirx Frr'>h ncgoUBtions wcrr rnlcrcd inlo 
MflLobancK convoked an assembly of hi^ pcopLc. and I hey 
contended thi1 Guar]oncfLoughl 1o be given up _ End cijp>cd 
the day when fir^t he came amongsl 1hcm Their noble 
chieF biuwever ^aid^ "1biat Guinonex ^va^ 4 good men ind 
deserved well bI h]^ hantfe, for he hsd given bum many 
royal gift'> wbien he come To htm^ and hsd tBughl him and 
fii!i w]fe 1o join m cbiorfll ^ongs and lo dance, of which he 
made no l]tlle account and for which he W4'> grateful 
wherefore, he would be parly to no trcBty 1o de^>er1 
GuBrionex ^mce he had fled to h]m_ End he hfld pledged 
bmsclf 1o lake care of I he fugiUve. End would ral her suffer 
al] ex1 re mil ie'> 1han give de1raclop> acBU'te for speaking ill, 
to Eay thai he had delivered up his guest." The 4'>semblage 
of Ihe [leofile being di'fmi'>sed M4]obanex infonned his 
guesl ihBt he would sland b^' him to the laM 

The fiigilive cac]que, however, finding 1hat Maiobanex's 
people were ill-disposed lowarnds him. quitled of his own 
acconj, thc]r tenitory. but by so do]ng. he whs not enabled 
Id save h]s genertjus 
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bioEl \^ho^ wilbi hL'> fBinily ^^4'> "^urpn^cd and lakcn Bcid 
Guanonc;^ him'^tlf bcinf. shortly BFtcrwarnds caplurcd Bcid 
pu1 in chains al Fori ConccfCLon. ihc Iwo cac]qu«i 
probably "ihircd Ihc same prison Thus concludes a slory. 
which^ if It tiad btcn wntlcn by some lnd]an Plutircti^ and 
tht namts hBd btcn morr C4sy tc pTDnounct, mighl h^\c 
tiktn Ll*^ just place imonpit 1tic fBmil]ar and household 
hlonts whi4.h wc lcll our children^ to make them sec the 
beauly of great tc lions. 



CHAPTER l\. 



A good !i tart I ng- po] n t for thai LmportBnl pin of the 
narralivt which comtb nc t t— namcl y 1bic i:l]!iCO>cry of the 
Amtncan t:ontincn1 by C ol umbus— w i I L be a rccHaL o\ Ihc 
fiist cLBUHt lh the i nstnE I lo n't given by Ferdinand Bcid 
[^Bbclla lo the adniirBL ]n Ihc ycir L497. previously 1o hi"^ 
undert B k I ng hih th]rd >oyigc— a >o>Bge which. I hough not 
[o be comfTircd lo his f]FM one, is s1ill >cry memoriblc^ on 
aceonnl of lhe di'^ovene^ he made^ and lhc sufFerings he 
eipencncctl in the Lour^c of ]t_ 

The fip>t t^lBiise o\ the instniclioni is lo the effeel, lhat 
the [nd]aivi of 1hc ]^]and:£ are to be biought ]nto peace and 
quielude^ being reduced inio ^iubjeeUon "benignanlly;" and 
also^ B'f 1hc principal end of 1 he conquest, thai they be 



COLUMBUS'S THIRD VOYAGE 173 

concerted to the sBcrcd Cilbu^kc Failh and hBvc Ihc holy 
SBcraincnts idin] nL'>tiz red to 1bicm. 

]| Vr\[l be needless 1o rrcouni Ihc vex aliens cf thot 
"muc h- cndur] ng min " Columbus, before his nnbarkalion. 
Suffice i1 In ^B>, thai bic '>el ^biL \roTn the pnd of San Lucar 
on the 30th of May, ]4?S, v^ilh ^ix ve^^clK, and 1wo 
hundred men, in addil]on lo the sailors thi1 were nect^>sary 
to navigale Ihe vcwicls In the course of his voyage he was 
obliged lo avoid a French ^quidKfn which \^b^ criiiz]ng ]n 
tho^esf4'>, as FrBnce Bnd SpBin were then Bt war_ From 
Gome ra, one of the CiniTy ihland^, he despatched three of 
hi^ ship^ directly lo E~[]'^p4niola, declBring ]n hi'> 
tnstnElions to their 4.omm4ndcp>, thai he was going to I he 
Cape Vcide i'>lBnds, and 1 hence, "m the name of the SBcred 
Trinity," ]ntcnded to navigale 1o lhe ^>oiith of ihoM^ isLind^, 
unlil he '>hoiild Bmve under the eqiJ]noctiBl line, in lhe 
hope of being "gij]dcd by God to d]!iCover Homelh]ng 
which may be to His ^>ervice_ ind to lhBt of our Lords, the 
King and Queen and 1o lhe honour ot C h ri!i tcndom; " 'for, 
[ belioe." he Bdd^, "1hat no one hB-^ ever travcised ihis 
wjy, and thai Ih]^ ^ea is neBrly unknown." 
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With onr !ih]p Ihcrcforc. and 1wo carivclji ihc gmt 
admiril mBcIc tor Ihc Cipc Vcnilc ]Siland'5 "a fal^c name," 
ai he ob-icrvc^, for iHJthing wi^ to be stcn thtrr of b green 
CO Lour He reached thc^c i^Lflnd^ on the 27tbi of June, and 
qu]tled Ihem on Ihe 4th o^ July hiving been ]n Ihe mid^t of 
huch a dense fog all Ihe time ihst^ he hays^ "]t migbit have 
been cut wi1bi b knife " Thence he proceeded lo the South- 
well, inlending iflerwBrds to tike a weslerLj direction. 
When he had gone, bs he siys, one hundred and Iwenly 
LeBguc^ he begBn to find Ihose floal]ng fieldh of sea-weed 
which he had cncounlered in h]s fip>t voyage Here he tocik 
an observ4lion Bt n]ghtfBlL. and found ihat the north stir 
W4ik ]n five degrees. The wind "lUddcnLy abated, ind lhe 
heal WBS inloleriblc^ so much so^ 1hat nobody dared 1o go 
below deck to look aflcr 1he wine and Ihe provisions This 
c:ttrBonH]nary heat lasted eigh1 days The fip>l dBy wis 
clear^ Bnd if the othi^rs hid been like i1. lhc Bdni]ral says, 
not B man would hive been left ilive^ but they would aII 
have been burnt up 

At IbeI afavDurBble breeze '>pr4ng up. enBbling the 
admiral lo tike a westerly course, Ihe one he 
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mosi d«>Lri:d^ as he biad before noticed la hi'> ^oyBgfs lo ihc 
[nclit'> 1bial about a hondrtd miles we^1 of the Azores there 
wi"^ always 4 sudden change of tempera! u re " On Sundai", 
the 22nd oFJuly, ]n the evcn]ng_ the ^lailora ^iw 
tnnumrrable birds going from 1bie soulh-wcst to tbic north- 
east^ which flighl of birds wa^ a sign thai Land wis nol far 
off For several "^ucces!! i ve day*i birds were ^een^ and an 
aibHtn>SE pen.hed upon the admiral's >e:£se] Sliil lhe fleet 
went on wuhoul see]ng land ind, as it was in want of fresbi 
wHer the 4diii]rai \^b^ lh]nl:ing of ch4iig]ng his coLirse^ 
and^ indeed, on Thijp»di>. the JIM oF July, had commenced 
Meenng norlhwirds forjiome houis, when, to one his own 
wonls. ■*! God had always been accustomed to !ihow 
mere> to him " a cedain manner oF Huelvi. a Follower of 
the admiral's named Alon/o Fere? happened lo go up 
aiof1 upon lhe m4]ntop-sail of the admiral's ship, and 
suddenly siw land lowinil-i the !iOiJl h- ^v e-^l _ abou! f]fteen 
leagues off Ihih land wh]ch he desenbed was 3n lhe fonn 
of ihree loft^' h]lls or moiinlaiiK 

^ I strppoac became into orou! of one of Ihose wann 
ocejn rivep> which have so great an effec! in modifying the 
temperalnre of the eirth— perhaps inio the one which 
coma fiom the ^outh of Afnci lhiT>u^h lhe Gulf of 
Mexico, to Doro^vn shores, and on wh]ch we so much 
de fiend. 
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[t woLiLd be bul naluraL to conjtcturt thil. B't Columbu'^ biad 
r«tolv«J 1D mine Ihc np>l iBnd bic '>tH>LiLd di^coMzr 
"TriEiLdad," it wbs by an cffon of Ihc ^^]IL. oroF Ihc 
Lmiginalion^ 1tial ihc\tc thrtc tmoicncfs -were seen fiist; bul 
Ll i^ CTCtcdingly piDbibIc thai Jiucbi eminences were Id be 
seen fiom 1bic poin1 whence Alonzo Perez Flp>I mw Ijnd* 

The Milors ^ang the "Silve Regina," wuh other pioiii 
hymn^ in honour oF God and 'Our Lidy.' according lo the 
CLiMom of the rriBriner^ of Spain^ whi>_ in lerroror in joy. 
were won1 lo find an expre-^^ion for iheir leelin^ in such 
EHcred canticles. 

The idmiral^ course, when he was going northwirtk, 
had been in lhe direction of the Cirib islands, already well 
known lo him bul wilh greil delighl he now turned 
towBpHs Trinidfld making ^or 4 cape which from lbie 
likene^fi of b little locky i^let near it I0 4 galley m full siiL 
he niined "La Galera " ="=" There he arrived "Bt the hour of 
com^ilinc^^" but^ nol finding the port surficLenlly deep for 
his vcbsebs to cnter^ he priK. ceded weMwBnHs. 

=" Cape CashepoLi 1*1 backed by ihree peeked mounlains, 
of which B represent BtLon 1*1 given in Day's tV^-j^ hidrei , vol 
2, p- 31 

^" Thii point issomelimes piBced at the norlh-eaM of 
Trinidad- bu1 wnnngly !iO ll is now Cape GBleota —See 
Humbolt's £frijj7i£vz Criliiiue^ vol i. ji 31 U 
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The fLP>l thing noLLccabLc i^ he ncircd thc^c Jihorc^, wis 
th4l Ihc lrcc!i grc^ ^m:]L on tht margin of the *ica There 
were hQLUfc^ and people,— End very bciulifuL iBncl^, which 
reminded biim from iheir beauty and Ihcir verdure, of the 
gardens of Valencia bs seen ]n Ihe imnth of Mb re h It was 
aLsG to be observed thil Ihe'^e iBncIs werr well ciiLlivaled. 

On the following morning he cont]nucd in a wei>terly 
direcUon m seBrcbi of a pon_ where he m]ght take in wiler, 
and ref]t his ships Ihe t]mber of which biad shrunk from 
extreme heBt, '^y thai Ihey sadiv needed caultmg. He did 
not fjnd a port, hut came to deep soundings somewhere 
near Poinl \lrBtrB7_, wbiert he bn^ughl to. and look m fresh 
wi1er Th]s was on i Wednesday, ihe nrs1 of Augusl From 
the po]nt where he now was, lhe low lands of Ihe Orinoco 
mus1 hi>e been visible, and Columbus must have beheld 
the continent of America for the first 1ime_"^ He supposed il 
to be an island of Bboul Iwenty leagues ]n exieni, Bnd he 
gave il Ihc somewhal insignif]C4nl nime of Zeta. 

=" The norlhern p^n of the conUnent had been 
discovered by SebasliBn Cabot, on lhe 24lh of June, ]437_ 
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ThL" *iBmc ^Lgnsof fclLC]ty which greeted biis eye-, on biis 
fiist !i]ght of LBnd. connniied 1o iinniieM Ibicmsclves Farms 
and popiiloLii pLiceii^ were visible Bbo>e Ihe WBtcr as he 
coasted onwarifc wuh the trre^ fLoun^biLn^ clcwie 1o the 
hea— 4 Mjre sign of Ihe gencraL mildiies^ of the ^^eather, 
whcroer i1 occura- 

The ncM diy he piDceedcd weslwirds bIoii^ 1he 
southern pBrt of Trinidid^ LinUl he arrived n lhe 
wc^lernmo'^l poinl \^h](.h he CBlled "Li puniB de Arenal," 
and now he beheld the f.ulf of Fbth. wh]4.h he called "La 
Ealcnt" (the gulf of 1 he whale J 1 1 wi^i jusl iflenhe mn^ 
Keaion, and lhe grcBl nver^ wh]ch flow ]nto 1hat f ulf were 
ciusing it'> waler^ to rush with ] mpetuosLly out o^ Ihe 1wo 
opening ="=" which lead into 1he open sea. The contc^l 
between the trc^h WBter and lhe salt waler prodiKed a ndgc 
oF WBtcp>, on the top of which Ihe idin]ral wi^ borne inlo 
the gulf 41 such ri'>k^ 1hat writing bI terwar^ of lh]£] evenl 
Co the Spin]!ih 4.our1 he !iBys. "Even to-diy 

^ "Vido mucha*! labran^BS por Inengo de CostB y 
miKhas Foblaciones_"-LAS CASAS. Nhl JiW^jj /rtdjoj, 
MS., lib icip m. 

^" The Bdcb del Drigo and lhe Boca de Ib Sicrpc 
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[ sbiLiddcr !«>[ the wilcn> ^hoLiLd have up^d ihc vessel ^hcn 
they cijnc ujxlcr Ll!i bcw^ " 

Previously to entering I he gulf Ihc iiJm]ral had ^>ugbit 
[o make friends with sDinc IndiBns wbio ippTDBcbied h]m in 
a laige cinoe^ by oidering biis inen to come upon the fioop^ 
and dincc lo the ^ound of a lambounnc^ but 1bii^ nilurBlly 
enoLigbi ippcar^ to hsvc been mi'^laken for a warlike 
dc nionii tm Lon^ and it was Bnswcred by a flighl of arrows 
frtjm lhc Indians. 

The 4dni]ral st]L1 supposing thBt he \^b^ amongst 
cslantfc CBlLed the Lind tu lhe left o^ hini^ as he moved up 
the guir, the island ofGrBeia and bie continued to inBlze 4 
h]niL]ar in]^take througbio nt tbie wbioLe of his course up the 
gulf^ lakiug tbie ^B^lou^ proj ee tions of the indented 4.01st 
for ]slani:ls_ Throiighoul his >oyB|c ]n lhe gulF_ CoLumbiCi 
mel w]th nolhing bul friendly Ircalmcnt \roru lhe nilives 
Al LbsI bie arrived at a place which the nat]^c^ told bum was 
called PanB lod wbiere they also informed him 1biat, to 1bie 
wcalwind. the eounlry wb!i more populoui. He look four of 
these HBtives^ and \^en1 onwBnils^ un1il bie came to b [ioin1 
which bic nimcd Frmlo ^e Ijfjjjtr (Needle Poimi, wbiere. bie 
says^ he found 
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the mosl htBulifuL LBnds la lhc worlds >cry pofiLilnus and 
whcnci:^ to u^i: his own woids. "in Lnfinilc number a f 
CAiiDC^ camr cff Id the fihifis " 

Proceeding on^^Brd:^ the 4dni]ral dmc to a fiLicc wtierr 
the women hsd peir] bnccLel^ ind^ on biis enquiring where 
the^tf came frtjm Ihey made *i]gnH, direcling him out oF Ihe 
Gulf of Pan B lowards the i^lBnd oF Cubagua Here he "^enl 
some of biisi men on ^biore_ who were very well received 
and enlert4]nci:l by Iwo of the pnncipil [ndiins ll is 
needles'> 1o dwell upon lh]!i part of 1hc niiratne Very few 
of the places retain the niKie'^ which the admirBl gB>e 
them^ and con'>equently it ]^ difficull to trice hi*^ prcgres.^ 
He begin to conjeclure, from Ihe immense amount ot fresh 
wi1er bnsught down by 1he n^ens inio the Gulf of Pin a, 
thai Ihe LBnd which he hid been caLhng Ihe isLind of Gracia 
Wis ni>l an ]sland but a comment^ of which fad he 
aflerwBnH-i bccime more convinced Bui litUe tjme wis 
given him for restirch of Bny kind, fie wis bumous to 
fcich E~[]spBn]oLi in oniler 1o see aflcr h]^ coLonisI*^ there 
■lid lo bring them the slores which he had ]n chirge and 
Eo^ after pass]ng through ihe "Boca del Drago/ ind 
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FCCDnmH n ng 1bic inland of N^argarita, whicbi he namtd^ bic 
wii* compelled 1o go on hi!i WBy lo Hj'5pin]ola_ ifrc Brc 
kaidly ho much concerned w]th wbial the adni]ral ^aw and 
ticaid^ B^ wLlh wh4l ht aftcr^'aKl't ibioughl and reported To 
Lindeniland lhis it will be d«>LrBblc to en1cr somtwbial inlo 
tht HcicntiFic queMLorei wh]cbi occupied lhe ni]nd of lhi^ 
grcal manner Bnd nH>^t obsfrvani mm. 

The di^icovcry o\ 1hc conUncn! of Amtnci by 
ColiimbuH, in h]'^ third vo>agc, was 1 he re'tuH of a d]*ilLnc1 
Lnlention on hL'> pBrl to di'^coversomc new land^ and CBnnot 
be Bttnbul«J lo chincc ]1 would be d]ffLcijlt lo dcftnc 
precisely the Irain of ]dci^ which led Colunibiii to 1tii^ 
discovery. The Portuguese navigat]onH were one 
compelhngcBuse Then the change, already alluded 1o. 
which Columbus hBd not]ced in his voy4gc'> to the Indie^i^ 
on passing b hue b hundred IcB^ue't we'tl of 1he A^ore^^ 
wi^i ]u his in]nd as ]t was in realily^ a cii^umstancc of 
greil moment^" ind s]guif]CAiicc. 

=" ]1 IS lhe op]n]on of HUMBOLDT, Bs mcniioncd before. 
th4l lhe celebrated di>]S]ou inBde by Alexander the S]xth 
belween the CBSt]li4n aud Portuguese monirchs wbs 
adopted in reference lo these phenomcuB which Columbus 
had noticed and if the line of no VBnalion \^ere b 
"conslant," no beHer marine boundBry could well be 
suggested. 
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]1 Vtf3s not a change of tcmptrBtur^ alnnt thil he noticed^ 
but A ctiangc ]n the heavens, the air, thi^seB. and I he 
magndLC current 

]n the fiist place lhc needles of the canl[1fl^s^ instead of 
non h- e B-il I nf. north-^^e-^led Bt Ibiis line. Bncl thBt 
remirkBble [i bieno nieni>n occurred jusl iJ|>on the passage of 
the line, as ]F Ccilunibu-^ "^iys, one passed a hilL_ Then, the 
sea Ihere wb-^ lull of "^e a- weed L]ke small pine-branche-^. 
Liden ^^]th b fruit sinuLir to pistachio nuLs. Moreover, on 
passing this ]niagLn4r> Line I he 4dni]raL biad ]n^BrLBbLy 
fonncl thBt I he lemperBture bee b me Agree Bble, and I he sea 
Lilm AcconJ]ng]y, ]n 1bie course of this voyB^e, when they 
^^ere suffer] ng from thai great heal which has been 
menl]oned, bie determined lo take a westerly course, w bitch 
Led, as we have seen, to his discovering the beiunfnl lind 
of Parn-^' 

^ Lis Casas who had other authentic informal ion about 
thi's voyage besides the manuscripis of Colnmbu's, says. 
thi1 ihe idni]raL Lnlended lo have gone soulhwanls. ifter he 
had laben i ^^eslcrly coup>e. on qiiilUng 1he place where he 
Wis becaLmed. Hid he di>ne "so, which the slate of h]'s ship£ 
woiiLd not permil, he mighl hi^e been Ihe d]sco>erer of 
BraziL- 
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Now Columbus was one of tbio*iC men of iJ]vining 
minds^ wbio must have genera] IbiconcE on which to tbircad 
thr]r observations, and is few persons have "^i jusl 4 (^Laim 
to ibicorizc as tho^t who hi^c iddcd LargcLy to lbic number 
oF isrcrtaincd ficts {^ privilege which they gencrilLy make 
abundant usr of), so Columbus may well be listened to, 
when propounding h]s e^planilion of 1tie wondeTfol 
change in sea 4]r, sky, and magnclie cnrrenl wh]cbi he 
discerned at this dislance of a hundred leagues from the 
AzorcE. 

His iheory wi-^, thai Ihe earth was not a perfect sphere, 
but pear-shaped; and he 1hough1 1hat. as he proceeded 
weslwanJs ]n lh]s voyage, the "^ea went gradually r]'i]ng 
and his ships rising too. until Ihey ciKie nearer to the 
keavens ll is ^ery possible 1hat this theory hid been long 
tn his mind, or, 41 any rale, ihat he held it before he 
reached the coast of Pana When there, new ficts siruct 
his mind, ind were combined w]th his iheory He found Ihe 
Cemperalurc much more moderalc thin mighl have been 
eKpeelcd si> near Ihe cquinocUal hne, far more moderate 
ihin on ihe oppo^]te coisl of ATrfcca In the even]ngs, 
indeed, il wa-^ necessary for him 1o wear an outer ganncnt 
of fur Then, the nat]^es 
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were L]ghlcr coloured, more B-^lute. and briber IhBn Ihon* 
of lhe ]slandH Tbicir biair, toi>_ was d]fFercnt 

Then, 4g4]n. he mrd]t4l«J upnn tht LminenHe volume of 
fresh wi1er^ \^h]cbi de^>ccndcd inlo lhe GulF of Pbtli And, 
in rinr, the 4.i>nc] li'^]o n \^h]ch hi^ pLoiJ'> ni]nd CBme to, was, 
thai when bic reached the lind wbiich he called lhe i'>lBnd of 
Gr4C]a, he VrB'i at the ba^e of 1bie earthly P4r4d]'fe. He also, 
upon rcflect]on concluded ihBt ]t -wk^ b cont]ncnt wbiich bic 
had discovered lhe *iame conUnem of lhc eB*il \^h]ch he 
had BiwBys been m '>eBrcbi of, ind thai lhe waters, whicbi 
wc now know to be a branch oF lhe river Onnoco, formed 
one of 1 he four great nveis wh]ch descended from lhe 
garden of PirBdiiie 

Very different werr the ci>njectures of the fiilot>_ Some 

hB]d lhBl 1hey were ]n lhe Sea of Spiin, otbier^, in thai of 
Scotland, ind, being m despair ahout the]r w biere b bo u ts, 
they concluded thai I hey had been under the guidance of 
the De>il The admiral, however, wis nol a man to be 
much influenced by 1bie savings of tbie nnthough tf nl and the 
unlearned He fornned himself by references lo St Esidio, 
Eeda Strabo, Si. Ambrose and Duns 
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Sco1Li^ ird hcLd ^loulL> to lbic conclusion tbial bic had 
discovered lhc silc of I he »nbily Paridi'tt. It js "^Bid^ ihBt he 
cxclaLmcd Id his mrn, thil lhcy were in 1bic nt-hcsl 4.ountry 
in lhc world- 

CoLombiEi did nol forgcl to cl4]m with all due 
fciTmal]tics lhc possession of this BpproBcbi 1o PBradisc. for 
biis employers, the CathoL]c Sovereigns AccoriJ]ngLy when 
al Puia^ he hBd iBnded and lakcn |)ossess]on of lhc coast tn 
Chc]r naincs ercct]ng a grcal (.ri>ss upon the shore wh]ch, 
tie 1el]s Fcnilinand Biid [sBbcLla^ he WB't in tbie hBbit of 
doing *1 every headland Ihe religious aspect of the 
conquest being one which always had grea1 influence wilh 
the admiral, as he beheved ]t to ha>e w]th iheCalholic 
monaichs. In commnnic al i ng Ihis discovery^ he reni]nds 
them how I hey bade h]m go on wilh lhe cnlcrpn-ie. if he 
should discover only sloncs and Kfcts^ and had 1old h]m 
thai they counted the cosi for nothing con'f]dcring 1hal the 
i^Bith would be increBsed and the]r domin]ons widened 

It WBS_ however, no poordiscDVEiy of mere "nscks and 
slone*^" which the admirBl had now niBde 11 will be 
interesting to see h]"^ firs1 j mpres"^ ions of 1 he men Bnd lhc 
Siccncri" of Ihii 
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contincnl wbiich bic hBcl now, uncon.'fciciLi'^ly for the fiist 
time, i:l]*iCO^ crcd- He Myji. "[ found "^omc iBnds, the mojit 
bcaut]rul in the world, ind \cTy populous." Tbic Linds in 
the L'>LBnd of Trinidad bic hsd previounl^ compared to 
VilcociB ]o 5 pain, during lhc monlh of N^arch. [t is bI^o 
noticeable thil he h^d ob'>erved thil lhc fjcLds were 
cuLlivi1cd Of the people he ^bj-^, "They ire ill o\ ^ood 
Malurc well midc ind of ver> graceful beBnng, wuh 
niLicbi Bnd !imoDlh hair_" Bnd he mentions thai on iheir 
bic4d'> lbiey wore the beaulifui Arab heBd-dres^ fcBlicd 
i.i^Jf6'h}^ midc oF worked ind coLoLircdhandkercbiLct*i_ 
wh]ch ipfteBrcd in the di^lance as i\ lhe> were silken. 

The descriplLon g]ven by Columbus of lhc niTivcs 

whom he eneounteis ]n hi'> voyages ["> almost always 
favourable Indeed, the descnplion of any man or Itiing 
depend*^ as Kiuch on lhc peison de'tcrib]ng ^^ on the thing 
or pep»on de^tribcd. ThojiC Imle differences in loot or 
dress, whicti excite the ready mockery of the un1ri>clled 
TiEtic appear very '>l]^ht jndced 1o lhc min v^ho. like 
Columbus or Las Casas hi^ "^ccn man> land^, and 
trivelJed over min^ minds The rude Spanish common 
Sioldier perce]ved 4 far grealer difference 
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between h]rruiclr and ihc IndiBn Ihsn did tbie itio'>I 
accomp] isbicd niBn Vrho visilcd lhc Indict x^hcn f^ made 
to h]rruiclr a 'iini]LAr comparison OccB'tioiiHlLy^ in a iiBrrow 
nature however cull]valed lhc commonesi prcjiidices hold 
tht]r ground^ bnt^ in genera] knowledge ^ee^ bcIi]Eid knd 
beyond di^giiit, and suffice*! to conqiier it_ 

Columbus^ however found the mcn^ thr country^ and 

the producl*^, equally admirable. It \h somewhil cunous 
that he docs not mention hi^ d]'icovery of pearl'> to lhc 
Catholic monarchs. End he afterwind^ mBkc*i 4 poor excuse 
for lh]E. The real re4'>on I conjecture to hive been a wish to 
preserve 1his knowledge 1o him^>elF IhBl 1he fru]tsof 1his 
enterpnsic m]ght no1 be prcmBtnrely snatched fiom him 
His shipmBtc^, however, werr sure lo disperse ihe 
inlelligence Biid Ihe ^ain*^ lo be midc on ihe Pearl Coast 
were, prtjbabLj, the mos1 Icmpting bail forfutnre 
navigalors to follow ]n ihe I rack of Columbus and 
complete the dm^o>ery of 1he eadhly ParBd]Sie 

Of Ihe delights of thi'> Parad]^e CoLumbiCi himself was 
to have bu1 a ^lighl and mocking foretBsle. He had been 
conslantly ill during the voyBge, sulTennf fiom the gout 
and from an 
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Lnnammalion ]n hi'> cyfs wbiich rcndtrrd biLm almo'>l bl]nd 
E~[i:£ new 4.olon> in E~[i'fp4ii]oL4 dtmBndcd hi'> at1cnl]on End 
mirsl oricn hivi: been thi: ciu^f of inxiouH 1bioLigh1 lo hLiii, 
2nd lhc grivc but glowing cnlhusL4'>l madi: biis way lo SL 
Domingo, ind aflcrwEnil'^ rclurncd 1o Spain, to be vcTcd 
hcnccfbdh by llio'>i: niein nimcnc^ ind "^milL disputr't 
which iff]icl«J h]ni for the rcmBindcr of hi^ days— mi'5cnK> 
the more gBli]ng ^^ they were so di'>pro[iortion4lcLy sihbII 
in czc m [1 ari:£on wUti I he gre b tne'>s of "t uch a niBn ind with 
Ihr aiuTi Bnd hopes wh](.h lbiey ctFccluBlLy hindered. 



CHAPTER \. 



]| w*> on lhc 30lh of August. [493. Ihit Columbui* 
arrived al li]spBn]ul4, whrrc he found tht Male of h]^ 
colony fBr from cheering, tht dcferUon of RoLdsn and hiE 
followcn> hBving pul everything inlo confusion- The 
admiri] SLippos«l Bt fjrs1 IhBt 1bic enm]ty of Roldan's party 
WIS cbiLi^fly direclcd BgBinst hi^ brother ihe AdcL^mada, 
and lhc idnnraL hoped thi1 now bic had arrived some 
agreement would speedily be concluded with RoldBn, of 
which he might inform 1he cathol]c sovereigns by the 
vessels which he purposed to send back immedia1el> to 
Spun Th]s W4S very fir, however from being 1tie ca^tc 
These vessels. Five in number, lef1 1hc port of Sl_ Dom]ngo 
bearing no good new"^ o\ pcBce and Bm]ty amongsl Ihe 
Sp4n]ards, but iBden 
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witbi many hundreds of IndiBn slaves wh]ch had been 
tikcn in the roLlowLng manner. Somt ciciqui: fa]ltd to 
perform 1bie per^onBl scrv]ccs imposed upon bum and his 
people, and fled 1o the forests, upon which ordeis were 
given to puisue him ind a large number of sLb^ce were 
captured End put into these "thips Columbus, ]n his IcTtcis 
to the "sovereigns, enters inlo an a4.eount of lhe pecLinaary 
advanlage 1bial will arise from Ihcse slive-dealing 
transactions, ind fK)m the ^aJcof logwood, lie estimates, 
thai "in the name of the SBcrcd Tnnitv" 1here may be sen1 
as miny "slaves is sile could be found for in SpBin, End thu 
the value of the slaves for whom 1here would be b demBnd 
[o the number of four thousBnd as he d]4.ulBted from 
cerlain informalion. ind of the logwood would amount to 
foily trr^rtPoj (r f fortv million manvedisf. The number of 
slaves who were scn1 in these five ships wbs sn hundred, 
of which 1wo hundred were given 1o lhe mastep> of the 
vessels m payment of freight. In lhe eoup»e of Ihesc Ic tiers, 
thn>ughout which Columbus speaks afler 1he fashion of a 
prBcti^ed slB>e-dealer he alludes lo the mlended adoption, 
on behilt of pnvale individuals, of 4 syslcm of 
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exchange of slaves for goods ^^inltd from I he molhcr 
country. The proposed iiTBngcmcnl \^a*i i^ follows"— The 
mastcp> of ^csbclsi ^^crc lo rc(.c]vc '>Ib>c^ from I he 
coLonisIs^ were to carry lhcm 1o Spam, End to pi> for Ihcir 
mainleninccdunng the ^o>Bgc^ tbiey were then to 4 1 Low 
the coLonL^t> ^> much money. piyBble at Sev]lle_ in 
propor1]on lo the number of sJaveji bionghl over. This 
money ihey would expend Bcconliug to 1he ordep> of the 
coLonisls, who would ihuH be able lo obt4]nsucbigood£] as 
they in]ghl stmd jn need oF. Tt W4'> upon tbie SBme occaiiion 
oF wril]ng home to Sp4]n lhat the idmiraL strongly urged 
upon the Catholic Sovereigns IhBt 1bie Spanish colonials 
hhoLild be allowed to make use of the serv]ces of ttic 
[nd]ans for b year or 1wo uuliL the colony should be lu a 
jellied stBte^ a proposal wtiieh he did no1 waH for Iheir 
tiLghncsscs" iilhority 1o CBrry out. and which led to a new 
form of the r^^fMinu^tnl^x Bui lh]s brings id bick lo 
Roldan's story^ being closely connecled wilh il 

After greal In^uble and many Bttempts 41 jgreemeni in 

which mentjon is more IhBn once made of slaves 1he 
dispute belween Roldan's party, rebels ihey m]ght almosi 
becilled^ And 
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ColLimbuH, wi^ Bt li^t aflcr 1wo ycara" ncgn1n1ion, bnsugbit 
to 4 clo^c RnldBn ki:pl h]^ ch]cf-jiisticfshi[i. and hL'> 
fm^nds rtccL>td linds ird '>Ibvc^. [t bnrif;^ Lo mind the 
concLiJ'>Lon ot miny a lung war ]n lhc old x^orld ]n wh]ch 
two grcBt powcis hBvc been conlending agi]nM each other, 
witti Hfverfll '>m4lL poweison each '>idc lhc latler being 
eilbier ruined in the course o\ lhc wbt orsarnficcd al the 
end The admiril gi>e r^arIffj[fefrios to Ibioic fDllDwcn* of 
Roldan who chose 1a stiy in the ifttAnd^ which were 
CO n't 1 1 lulcd ]n lhc following manner The Bdmiral placed 
under sue bi a caciqne '>o min^ Ibiou'^ind pjrcrf^j fshools of 
thecB^Bbi) or, ^^hicbicBine to 1bic '>4ine ihjng so TTs^ny 
thousBnd fno^iloiiei [^n%^][ mounds b fool and b hilf high, 
and lenor Iwelve feet tduihJ^ on each of w bitch a CB?:Bbh 
shoo1 was planled)^ and CdumbiCi Ihen ordered 1biat the 
CMZiqne or bus people sbiou Id 1ill lhese lands for 
whomsoever they were i^>signed to The tei?afUtnienU} had 
now grown to its '>ecDnd :£late~not Linds onL>^ bu1 lands 
and ihe ullage of them. We '>biall ye1 find thil Ihere ]s a 
furtbier ^tep in 1biis milter be I ore lhc f^ptitJrmienio 
assijme'> it^ ulmo-^l development. It seeiir^ toi>, tbial in 
addiUon lo tbiese M^{?tirlimi^n\oi^ 
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Col Limb LIS f avc '>lavfs In thofic [iar1]zansof RoUan whn 
Si1ay«l ]n the L^Lind. Othcp> of Roldan's followci^ fifltcn 
in number, chohc lo rclum to ^fiain Ihcy received accrt4]n 
number of ^lav«i some one. some Iwo, nomc three, knd the 
admiri] ^cnl ihcm home in two vessclsi which Icfl lhe port 
of St_ Domingo Bt the bcgmnmg of Oc1obcr_ 1499 

On Ihc imval in S pi] n of 1 hei»e vcs^iels. the Queen was 
in the higher! degree Bngcred by the ibove proceedings, 
and said thBt 1hc Bdmiri] hid received no authority fTDm 
her 1o ^ive her vissals lo anyone She aceorJingly 
commBnded p rcc ] amil ion to be made a1 Seville, GrinBda, 
and olher places, thai all persons who were ]n possession 
c\ IndiBns, given 1o Ihem by Ihe 4dni]ral should under 
[lam of deBth. send those Indians back to HispaniolB 'ind 
th4l pirliciilirly ihey should send back iho'^e IndiBn*^ and 
not lhe olhcrs who had been brought before, because she 
W4S informed thai the others had been lakcn ]n jusi war " 
The fonner pin of this pn^clannUon has been frcqncnlly 
alluded lo and no doub1 it deserve*^ much pr4]se bol fiom 
the liUer part il »> cleir Ehil ihere were some [ndians who 
could justly. 
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accon:l]ng lo Queen l^ibclLB be nude ^ilivci. B> lh]*i t]ni^, 
therefore, Bt Bny rale lhc quc^l]on had been noLvcd ^^hdbier 
by the Learned in the Lbw, 1 bieo LogLAii'> Bnd c4nanL'>t'>, ] 
know nol but (.erlainly ]n practice, tbial Ihe IndiBnE tiken 
in war could be mBdc sLive-^. The whole of thi^ Iraniiclion 
B very rem B rk ab Le , md, in some meB'^ure inexplicable, on 
the facK before us There i'^ ntUbiin^ 1o show 1hBt the -slaves 
given 10 Ro]dan\ tolLoweis were made ^Iavce lu a d]fferent 
w*y from those who hBd hcen sent over on fonncr 
occisLons hath by the admiral ind h]s brother, for the 
henefil of the crown And ye1 lhe Queen, whtjm no one has 
ever accused of co ndescendiug I0 stile criFt, "^eems I0 deal 
with lh]s [1 ar1]4. uL B r r B'^e as IF i1 were somclhingquLle new 
[t cannot be said 1hal Lhe crown was fBvoured for the 
quesUon is pul upon Ihe JegLlimicy of the ongiuBl capture, 
and lo confirm this, there is 4 Letter fiom lhe Sovereigns lo 
one of the]r hi>u*ichold_ \roTTs \^h]ch ]t may be inferred, 
though the wording js ral her obscure. thBt they, loo.gave 
up lhe eIavcs which had come over for I hem on this 
occiEion. 

Every body ^voukl be sorry I0 lake bw4> any honour 
fnum Isabella, ^nd aLI who are conversant 
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wilbi ihBt pcnud must wish lbiat her pro^lamalioncnuld be 
pr(j>cd to hBvc gone lo the root of the mBtlcr End thai il 
Kad forbidden Ihe sending lnd]ans lo SpBin b*^ slaves^ on 
any pretext whBtevcr. 

To return 1o the affA]F?i of H]spBnioLB ColLimbiiA had 
now seltled the Rold an revolt and other sm b Iter ones _ he 
biad now, too^ reduced lhe IndiBn:^ into ^ubject]on Ihe 
mines were pro-^penng, the Indians \^ere to be brought 
togelher m populous vilLige-^, thai so Ihey might betler be 
tiughl the Christian fBith^ and serve as VB'^als to 1bie crown 
of Castile; lhe nsyil revenues (Bl^vBy-i a matlerot much 
concern to Coliimbus] would, he Ihought. in three yeBra 
amount to sixty milliomi of reil't Bnd now there was 1ime 
for him to ei[ down, ind meditale upon 1he rebuild]ng of 
the temple of Jerusalem, or the con>ers]on of Cithay If 
there had been any prolonged qu]el for h]m, such greal 
adventures would pn^bibly hive begun 1o fbnn the slapLe 
of his high lhoughls. But he hBd hinJIy enjoyed morr Ihan 
a month of repose \vhen 1hat ev]l time down upon him, 
which "poured 1 he juice of aloes anto lhe remainang portjon 
of his life " 
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The Calholic novcrcigrui hid hilhcrto. upon I he \^holL\ 
behaved wciL to ColumbuH. He hfld butcr enemies Bt court- 
People were for eve r suggc^l i n^ to 1bie monarchs thai lh]K 
foreigner wai doing wrong. The admLrBl\ son, Ferdinand, 
givc^ B viv]d picture of '>ome of lhe complaints preferred 
against h]s father He ^ays, 'When T wbs al Granada, Bt the 
time 1bie mos1 ^>erene Prince Don Miguel died, more 1bian 
fifly of Ihem iSpaniinds who biad returned rnm the ind]e^ti 
as men w]thoul shame, bouf hl b great quantity of gripes, 
and si1 thenvieL>es down in 1bie court of ihc ALhBmbra, 
Litlenng loud crLe*^, "^Bying Ihat iheir HLghne'>^es and Ihe 
admiril mBdc Ibicni live in Ihis poor ri'>hLon on iccouni of 
[he bad pBy lhey received, with many olbicr d]^hone'>t and 
LinsecmLj things, which they bepi repcBting. Such wb!i their 
effronlcry IhBt when I he Calholic bingcame forlh they all 
hunonnded him, ind gol h]m ]nto lhe midsl of them, 
SiBying, 'Pa>' pay'' and if by chance L and m> brtJther, who 
were piges to the moM serene Queen, happened to pass 
where Ihey were, they shouted to the very heavens JiBying, 
'Look 41 Ihe ^onsof lhc admiral of Mo^qu]toland, of ihil 
man who h^^ d]^co>ered 1he I ands of dec c] I and 
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disappoimm^nl 4 plicc of !icp uLc hrc ind wrctrhcdnc^-i to 
SpiiiJ'^h biidilgoc^ ' adding many olbicr LnsLilt]iig 
CKprc^>SLon^_ on ^^hich BccounI wc cxciiicd ouiHclvci from 
pfl^iSLng by thtm " 

Lri]J lEt L J aino Lir^ like tht abcvc^ would not bIocic hive 
[umcd The hcBrl-i o\ 1hc Calhol]c sovereigns Bgain^l 
Co] Limb u-^ but tbii^rlBmourx^ as supported by *icrious 
grounds rord]S'>4lisraclion in thi: "^lalc ind pKH>[i«.ls of the 
colony: and wbicn Ibicre is 4 comitani streBmofenmily and 
[ircjudLcc BgBiibt B min, biis conduci or h]s fortune v^ilL^ 
some day or olhcr_ offer anopponLin]ty for il to rush ]n 
upon biim_ However lh]!i may be soon af1er 1bie return of 
the five vessels from St_ Dom]ngo_ mcnUoned ibo>c_ 
which fiist lold lhe news of the revolt of Roldan^ Feidinand 
and isabelLB appeBr to have 1aken mto serious 
considerBt]on the question of suspending Columbus. He 
had, h]mself, m the lcltcp> tunsnulLcd by Ihcse sbiips_ 
requested thai someone migbit be sent to conduct lhe 
affairs of just]ce in tbie colony. bu1 ]r Ferdinand and 
TsibeLla began by mereJy ]ook]ng oul for such an offit-er 
thc> ended in resolving 1o send one who should iBlze lhe 
ci>il as well as judicial BU1horit> into his own hands. This 
delerminat]on \^as nol. 
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however, ac1cd upon hi^t]ly On ihc 2l!it of March. 1499, 
they aLithonzcd Franc]K dc Bobad]lLa "to a'>ccrtBin whit 
[icr^om> have rBbted 1 biemselv c^ ag4]ns1 juHlit-c in ihc l'>LbikI 
of Hi^pBniola. and to proceed aga]n'i1 lheni a(.rord]ng lo 
Liw " On 1bie 2IM of May _ 1499, lhey conferred upon 1hii 
officer ihc govemmrm ind '^]f.ncd in order 1hat all irmE 
and forlre^sc^ in 1bie I nd]es sbio u Id be given up lo him. On 
the 26tbi of the SBine monlh they gave him the followang 
remarkable tetter to ColLimbiJ'> - 

■Don Cbin^lophcr Columbus, our Admiral of IheOt^ein 
We hBvc commanded the Comemlador FrBnc]'^ de 
Eob4d]llB Ihe beBrcr of thi'> tbiat bie speBlz lo you on our 
part ^ome lh]ng^ which he will 1el] you we pray you give 
him fBilh and credence ind at.! accordingly. 

'I 1he King, ] the Qtiecn, 

^y 1heir command, 

"MlGUtL PEREZ DE ALMAZAN," 

Bobadilla, however, was nol '>ent from 5pain until the 
beginning of July, ]50(). and did not make h]s appearance 
m liispaniola ttll ihe 23nJ 
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oF Augu^l i>f the "^Bmc year Their H ighnc^i-^c^ therefore, 
niLi'^1 h4>c IbIzcci 1imr beforr c4TTy]nf Ihcir resolve into 
cxecuUon; and whal Ihcy mtBnt by lI i^ ■:lub]OLr£. CcdHinly, 
not lhat the matlcr should h^\c been iraibiclcd in the 
coaiye way wh]ch Bobadiila adopted. Tt i^ 4 ^real pHy md 
a S4d instance of niL'>t b kc n j Lidginc ii t, thai I hey fixed upon 
him for 1heir agenl. I ]niagLiit him lo havt betn ^uch 4 mm 
as mi> often be met ^^]th, who, fiDjn his nBrrowncis of 
mind and dL'>t] nc tne'>!i of prejudice, ]^ supposed to be high- 
[irincipled and d]ree1 ]n hj*^ dealings and who've untned 
repute t]on hasgreil favour wUh inBny people: unl]L piBced 
in power Home dBy he Jihows thai lo rule ^^clL requires 
other things Ihanone-sidednebs in the niL]ng [leison. and es 
fortunale ]f he d^es ni>l 4cqiJ]re thai p^n of renown which 
cuiuists ]n iH>lorie1y. by coninii1t]ng some coLossiaL blunder, 
hencefodh hi'>tDrical from iK Lirgenes^ 

The fiist 1hing IhBt BobadilLB did on arriving al St 
Domingo was 1o lake po^e-^^ion of Ihe idnnraL'"^ htjuse ^he 
being 41 Ihe fort Lb ConcepcionJ, ind 1hen lo "tummon 1he 
adniirBl before h]ni, '^end]ng him the royal letler Neither 
the adminl nor hi'> bTDlhers lUempted to make Bny 
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rfsistincc^ and Bobadilla^ wilbi 4 stupid brulaLity^ wbiich I 
huppcHiC he took for vi^ur^ pul thi:in in chains ^nd :£cnt 
thtm to 5[iain There is no doubl Ihil lhc Casliliin 
fiopuliUon nf Hlsp4ii]oLb v^crc rtjoiccd 41 Bobad]!!^^ 
comings ancl iHbI tbiey Bbctlcd him in biis violence. 
Ace Ll^ at]u rui cainc th]ckiy aga] ns t Co Luinbus: "thr sloncs 
roEC up Bgamst biim and his brotbieis^" siys 1bic h]'f1orLBn 
HciTcra_ cmphilicilly. The people 1old ho^^ he had nude 
them work^ even sick men. *T his forlre?ises^ at biis house, at 
the miLI'^^ ancl other bij]ldLngs^ biow bic had slacked them. 
blow he hid condemned men lo be ^v hipped for the 
hlighteEl CBUses^ a^ for ]n£lance, for steaL]ng a peck dF 
wheBl when the> ^vere cly]n^ of hunger Consdenng Ihe 
dirncult]e^ he had lo deil with^ and lhc ncircil^ of 
firovisions min^ of ihe^e Bccusallon^, if righlly examined, 
would probably have not merely failed in producing 
anylhing againsi Columbus^ but would hBvc developed 
bome prooffi of his finnness ind SBgBcily is a governor. 
Then h]s aecuECP> weni on 1o other grounds, such as h]s not 
having bBptizcd ]ud]ans "becBuse he desired slaves rBther 
thiu Chnsliius " moreover, thai he had enlered inlo wir 
Linjuslly with the 
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[ndians^ End thil he biad iubcIc min^ slaves. ]nonltr to 
hcnd them to Castile. Ft i^ highly Linkktly ihBt ibic^c latlcr 
chargr'> were prtfcrrcd b> a s]nglc coLoni-i! ijnlc^'>^ 
[icrbiap^ by zomc mm in ^cL]glOLi^ ordcis The probabilily 
is_ I hat tbicy came froTn the other ^ide of lhc ^^ater End thL±E 
does give considerable Mrength 1o Ihe repod, thit the 
displeasure of Ihe court wjth respect to 1bic Admiral's 
proceedings igBinst the rndi4ii'> hsd lo do wilh biL'> removal 
from Ihe government of Ihe Indies. If so, it speaks largely 
for Ihe eonlinLied Bdmirible ]nteiilLonsoribic 5[iani'>h court 
in lh]s matler 

Poo r Co Lumbiis ' H]!i ehi]rui Lay very heavily upon hin]. 
Hr inikiikled. however, upon not having them 1aken off 
unlcbs by royal command, and would ever keep them by 
Kim, I"] always ^^Vr Ihem in biis room," siys h]'^ *ion 
FenH]nand|, ordering I hat they should be boned \^ilh biim. 
He did not know how manv wrelcbicti beings would have 
Co travep>e those scbs. m bonds much woise than h]s_ with 
no room allowed tbiem for wriling_ b"^ wi^ h]s ti^e — no1 
even for standing upright; nor did bie lorcsec, I IrusI, IhBt 
some of h]s doings would further all Ibiis coming misery In 
Ihcbc 
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cbiaiii'> CoLumbiEi i^ of more ]ntrrc^l Id n't than wbi^n la full 
power ay governor oF I he liHJLr'>; for ho ]t 1*1 IhBt 1bic jno^t 
LnfrlicHouH limf^ of a mBn"s l]fc arc tbiojic wh](.h po^tcnly 
will LiHjt 10 ino^t^ ancl lo>c biim mos1 for_ This very thought 
may hs^c com Ported biim bul happily he hid other hourcc^ 
of CDnso 1 41 ii>n ]n the [iloiei 4'>pLr4tLoii'> wh]ch ncvrr 
ctscrtcd hhm. 

We biavt come now I0 Ihc end of Co I umbiis^ 
admLni'ilrat]on oF Ihc [ndie^- Whalcvcr wc may Ibiink of his 
general policy we CBnnol but regret hi^ remQval al the 
present time, when Ibiere appeared some chance of HoL]dily 
in h]^ governmeni Ihoiigh ^^e micit hoiie'>lly Bdinit, thil 1hc 
Catholic Sovereign*! \^ith such evidence as they had before 
Ihcm, were fsr fTDm wiong ]n rrcalltng h]m, hsd i1 been 
done in a manner worlhy of his aFid of Iheirgrealness 
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The CBrccrof Columbus hfld ilrcBclj btcn markrd by 
Mrong contn^t^ Fin>l 4 "pauper piLol ' then the viceroy of 
a new world iltcrnalcLj hoping. End fcBrmg. despondent, 
and inumphanl he biad pE't^ed through strange vicis^]ti3de^ 
of ^ood and evil fortune. But no two ocn!"^ m hi!i l]fe "51 and 
ou1 ]n stronger conlrast 1o CBcbiolher IhBn biis rdLirn to 
Spi]n if1er hi!i flral voyage, and his relum now He wis 
then a conqucior; bie was now a pn^ontr. Hi: WB't then tbie 
L^l of [lopulBT favour; he WB't now the unpopular VLCtini of 
LnhidioiEi mBlLgnep>. In trulh, the contr4'>l wi't '>o '>lBrtlin^ 
as lo strike hi>nie to the hearts of Ihe common people- e>en 
of Itiose— and there were many such— who hBd lo-^l kjn-^mcn 
or fnends in 1hal falal que'^1 for go]d which the BdminJ hid 
origmiled Bnd "^limulBled. 



REACTION AT COURT 205 

The biDBiH fan was lh]Si Columbus hid given Spain a new 
world; SpBin loaded h]m with fctler^ in relum. There wis b 
reaeUon The currcnl of public ofiiriLon bcgBn lo torn in h]s 
favour The inlion became Lonicioui of inf.rat]tude Lo its 
benefactor The nobilHy were shocked 41 Ihe ijisliU to one 
of 1 heir own order. And no sooner had the Sovereigns 
IcBrncd fn^m Colnmbuy of h]"^ arrival^ and of his d]'5grBce, 
than lhey issued immed]ale onfers for h]s l]bera1ion^ and 
summoned him to the]reoun bI GrenadB^ forw aiding 
money lo enable him to proceed there in b style bef]tling 
his rank- They ihen received him wuh all possible signs of 
dist]nct]on repudiBted Bobad]lla's arbUrary proceed]ng!i 
and piom]'^ed the adm]ral compensalion Bnd sat]sfac1ion. 
.^s B mark of 1 heir disapprobal ion of the WBy in wh]ch 
EobadillB had B4.led under their commission, they 
poinledly refused to enquire in1o the charges against 
Columbus, and di-^mi-^sed them as no1 worthy of 
invesligalion. 

But though ihe Sovereigns acted thici promptly on ihe 
admiral's behalf, 1here is ni> doubt thai one o^ Ihem a1 
tcBst. was in no wise displeased Bt h]'^ being removed fTom 
his gD>ernmen1 At each 
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fm>bi discovery Ferdinand hid rcpErnltd more End morr of 
the conc«iS]Cin by which Columbus was lo receive in 
cighlh pari of 1tic pTDf]ts of tht newly-found countries and 
to be Ibieirgovemor-generil He pnnbabLj apprehended 1hal 
thL> viceroy, when once master of the boundle^-^ weflHh 
which IV Hs supposed 1o be nearly w]thiii bus gr4'>p^ would 
become more p^werfuL thin biis niB'^lcr^ and migh1 f]naLly 
thiow off h]h alleg]ance altogelher Bui here waii m 
opportLimty- WLlhcuit any flagranl brcBcbiof raHbi, of 
eluding the barg4]n by refLi'^]ng, on >cry piBusible grounds 
of pol]cy^ to reinstilc Coluinbus immediotely in hL^i 
V ice njy ally IjiBbeLla, who hBd ilwBy^ been his f]rm fncnd, 
would probably have refiihed lo icqu]esce in. any ^jheme 
for ibsoliitely depriving bum of bus rjghl-^ but it wi^ 
£]Uff]ciently obvious IhBt jusl 41 preseuK while Ihe colon]sts 
were ejicited ag4]ns1 him, l1 would be prudent tbial soine 
ouc else sbiould lake tbu: reins of government 

The Queen granled Columbus a pnvale BiiJ]ence He 

told bus stoiy witbi much simple eloquence— so pBtbielicfllly. 
indeed, IhBl his warni^eadcd m]stress is "^Bid to have been 
moved to teira it ttie rrcilal. bie described Ibie difficnllies 
whicbi he had encountered ind the michinalicms 
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of Ihc cncniLL"^ who hfld been coruitanlly ihwarlin^ h]m He 
[1 1 1 Bdcd ihBt he had been obliged lo create 4 Line of (conduct 
for hiin'>e]f^ hB^]n^ lo deil \^ith an entirely new 
combinBlion ot c] rcumsl arw. e-^ wHbioLit Bny precedent to 
gu]de h]m And he implored Ihc Queen I0 believe IhBl 1bie 
areuHil 10 ns whicbi hid, of lale pi>ured in against biim^ were 
prom pled b> the disippoinled Bmbit]on ind the jeaLoidy of 
tus enemie^^ and biad nol any SDL]d roundat]on in faci 

Kabrlli replied in a very sensible speech lelhng Iiim 
th^K x^hile she fully ippreciBted his services ind knew 1tic 
rancour of his enemies, she was it raid thi1 he biad g]ven 
some CBU^e for complaint 'Common report," she SBid,^ 
"accuses you of acting w]th a degree of seventy quite 
nnsuUabLc for in infant colony, ind likely lo e^cUe 
rebellion lhere. Bnl the matler B't to wh]ch ] find ]t hBnilest 
to g]vc you my paidon, ]s yourcondiEl in reducing to 
Klavery a number of lnd]ans who had done ni>1biing to 
deserve such a fate This wis contrary to my express 
onHePi- As your ill Forlune w]ILed il just at the time when I 
tieaid of lhis breBcbi of my lib true I loiui, everybody wis 
compLa]ning of 
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i'ou. and no nnr spobc b word in your favour And I felt 
obk^td to ^cnd to 1hc Indict a coiTimi^^]oncr lo Lnv«>t]gatc 
maltcis. And f]vc mc a true report^ and. IF oercssary^ 1o pul 
fimit^ to ihc iulhontj which you were Bccused of 
o^crsleppin^ If you were found guilty of the charg«>^ he 
wiik to relieve you of the governmenl and to nend you to 
Spiin lo ^i>e an BccounI of vour ^lewird^hip. Tbii^ was ihe 
extern of bus coniin]^'>ion. [ f]nd ihBt [ hive made a bad 
choice ]n my igent; and ] will tBkecare 1o mike lu 
example of BobBdilli, whic^hsbiall '>erve as i wirn]ng lo 
othep> no1 lo exceed tbieir powers I cannot however, 
prom]!ie 1o re-]nslate you i1 once in yo ur govcmmenL 
People Bre 1oo much inflBmcd BgBinst you, and must have 
time 1o cool A-i to your rank of admirBl, I never inlcnded 
to depnve you of i1 But you micil bide your 1ime and 1rusl 
in inc." 

It WBS amuged thu Ihe appi>iu1menE of the new 
governor should be for Iwo jcBrs only, at the expirition of 
which period as Isabella thoughl, lhe Bdni]nistr4lion of the 
colonies mighl be Bgaiu entrusted to Columbus; while 
Fcrdiniud djubdess considered lhat some pre lex! m]ght be 
found 
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in 1bic incant]mc for o mil ting to rc-a[i[iDinl biim at all And 
though ColumbuH may Hbvc been lold vcrbfllLy thil ]t wi^i 
their Higbinc^'fi:'^' Lnlcntion to rc-inst4lc h]m iflcr tbic lapse 
of 1wo years, it is notcv^orthy 1biat tht niocumcnt appoLnnng 
OvaiHki niBl:c:£ no mrnlion of any limitanon of the ttrm oF 
tu^ lOvando^^ government The words arc, "thai he is to be 
governor as long as i1 i'^ thc]r Higbincsscs' will and 
[1 leisure." Bobatlilli fortunHeiy for Ihe islBnders, ^^bs 
fortbiwitbi lo be '^ijpep>edBd, for. if Colnmbu't biad ^.h^sliscd 
them wLlh whips^ BobadillB \^as chBsUsing them \^ilh 
scorp]on^. His fiist objcci WB-i the dmcovcry of ^old, and 1o 
secure this he look a ccibu*^ oF the nalives^ and assigned 
them all B't slaves lo Ihe eoioii]'fK. A Lirge profiortion of 
the LiUcr is VrC hive "^cen. Vrcrc "dimply ihe scoLirin^ of 
Spiiush prLSi>ib ant1 Ihe brulaL]t> witbi wbiieh the'^e men 
treBted the]r wrctchcti helots was very temble. Some 
estimate of the amount of pressure employed may be 
formed fTDm the faci th^K although BobadiLla had reduced 
Ihe royally piyBble to 1he Sovere]gn'i from onc-lhird to 
one-eLe^enth of Ihe gi>ld found lh]s smaller piDport]on 
pnnduced b iBrger revenue In other word*i iboul four limes 
as much gold 
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w*b dascocrcd under Eobfldilli'^ -^y^lcm i"^ under Ihot of 
Columbus- 

But when Ihc Sovereign.^ heard of The crucLUc^ whicti 
th4l ^y^tcm involved, ihcy urged forwind Ihc dcpBrLurc of 
Ovindo. whom they hadselctlcd b-^ governor, Bud who to 
judge from his prcviouH career was 4 min eminently futcd 
to rule justly and mercifully He wis well known lo 
Ferdinand and Kibella, hBving been chosen by 1bie Queen 
as one of the companions for bier eldest "^on. Prince John 
Wilh regard lo his pcr^onBl Bppearince we Brc 1old 1tiat bie 
WIS of modenle slature ind had b " venni I ion-eo Lo u red 
beaid," which fict hardly conveys much to our minds, but 
il is added. ]n generBl 1erms. lhat bus presence expressed 
authority W]th respcci lo his mcntiJ qui I if]c 41 ions we 
Leflrn thai bic \vas a fnend to jusl]ce, an honourable [leison 
botbi ]n wonJs Bnd deeds, Bnd thu he bield all B^ariee ind 
covelousness jn much a>ers]on He was humble, too, they 
hfly. and when he was appointed C o m menJ ador M ayo r of 
the Order of AlcanlBra. he would never allow himselF lo be 
addressed by lbie title of 'Londship," which belonged lo 
thai office. 

Previous to Ovindo's deparlure from court. 
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the monarcbui \^crc pBrticular in g]^]nf him in'itruc []□ rui 
botbi verbal and wrLlti:ii. Among tbif^tf i ib triE I lorui WB't one 
which [siabcLla especially jnsi^lcd on, nBmcly, "lhat all lhc 
[ncliins ]n li]!ipBnioLB should be free from '>ervitude and be 
Limnolcsttd by anyone, and 1bial they should live as free 
vbs^aIs, governed ind proteclcd by jlis1icc_ ^\ were the 
va£saL'>of Castile " Like the vas'>4l's lji Sp4]n lhe Indians 
were to pay tnbule, 1biey were bIjiO to Bssist ]ngellLng gold, 
bill for this 1hey were 1o be pBid dBiLy wagc^ Other 
comm4nd'> were given al the !ianie time for! he convers]on 
of lhe [nd]ans, and lo injure the]r be]ng treated kindL>. 

Re^peeling the general governmeiH of the country, il 
W4S iiranged thi1 on Ovando^ g^tng ou1, all iho^e who 
received pBy from 1 he govemmc n1 in the Endic^, bs well 
those who had accompanied Bobadilla a'> lhi>'>e who had 
come out origin ally w]th Colnmbu-s, should rclnrn 1o 
Sp4]n, Bnd th4l 4 new ^et to replace I hem should go oul 
wi1hOvando_ ThiSi was done bee aide most ot Ihese 
Sioldiep> and oITicibIs hid ncce-^arily been connected w]th 
the LUe troubles ]n lhe colony, and it wouLd be a giHid plan 
tostiTl afresh, as il 
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ftcrc- A1 1bic ^imc 1imc l1 was piovidcd ihit no Jcw^, 
Moora, or new converts were to go 1o Ihc Indies^ or be 
permuted to remain there, but negro !ilave^ 'born ]n the 
power of Chn-ilians- were 1o be allowed lo pai^ to 1he 
lnd]es and the oFFicep> of Ihc loyaL revenue were Id receive 
the money Id be pi]d for lheir perm]ts " This iii the fiist 
notice with respect to negri>es going to 1hc Indie*^. These 
instructiDKi were g]ven in tbe year IK\. 

On Ovando'K arrival ]n the colony. Eobadilla was lo 
undergo the orde*] of a "rf ir J^ikt^j, " a kind of efLaminilion 
well known and conitanlly praclisied ]n Spain. 1o which 
Aulhonties were subject on gi>ing out of office— be] ng of 
the nature of a general impeachment. It is '>ali^faclDTy to 
find, lhat amongst the on3ep> g]ven Id Ovando. there are 
hOTTsc for I he re'>litiJlion of 1he admiral's piopedy. and the 
mainlenance of hi^ mere ant] I e righls. 

Jiisl before Ovindo look Leave of the king he received a 
formal Jectnrc upon 1hc dulies of a govcnmr The King, the 
Queen. 2nd a privy councillor, Anlon]a dc Fon±iect, were 

the peisons present; ind, 3^ I imagine. 1hc lalter addressed 
Ovando on the part of lhe]r Highnc*i^>es As U ]s 
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no1 oflcn Ih4l wc hivi: in opportunily o\ hcBnn^ a didacl]c 
lecture on the mod«i ind dij1m> of go^crnmcn! g]^cn in Ihc 
presence of B grcBi mB-^ltrof thit irt, and piDbibly looked 
o^cr ]f no! prepared by him, wc mus! cn1cr the royal 
cibinct, and hcir*iOinc pin of this di-^ournt- 

The f]rM po]nt which Fonscca imprc'>sc^ uponOvindo 
t&. lhBl before all Ihin^ he is lo look lo whal concenvi the 

reverence of God Bnd H]s wor>hip_ Then he iz to examine 
into the life and capacHy of the men ahont h]m, Bnd to pul 
good men ]nto off]ce; iBkingcBre, however, no! lo leave all 
the authority jn ihc hinds of'^nbordinBtes [her^ v\^i.^ fj^ay 
i\^6'if itnajiin^ Ferdryj^Af^^hjoiiiiL'ii tii?jxfo\/\ngi\] to the 
dimLnul]on of his own power, "nor 1o mike ihem ho gr^al 
thil Ihey shall have occasion 1o eonlnve novelties, ' in 
onHer lo mate themseKe-^ grcaler Also let there be change 
of iulhonties. so thi1 TTsBuy may have 4 share of prtjftt and 
honour, and be made skiitu] ]n 4ff4]rs. 

Thit he should use moderalicm in m*k]ng 
r^^rlffSTfeffios and Inbules. nol overlaying the people. 
which nHiderBtion would be fnnhered by his lakmg carr 
thai his pergonal ind his hoii'^ehold expenses were wilh]n 
due bounds |H^rd^, 
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lfaTN.y. pJe^ mo*i{ft<:hi foot:ed {?! ^^ch oTher, ffrmtjihi of 

Th4l he should not make hi m:£t]f judge in 2 cakisc. bul 
Fct culpnts be tncd in tbic ordinBry W4>. Tbiius he will Avoid 
Lin popularity, for "the remembrance of 1bic t^rimc pcn!ihc!i 
nol so th4l of Ihc pun]'ihmcnl " [This ophorisfn fmtsl^ t 

iTJTJjHg J J atk\^ays et!<:eeiii*igly co^icii^ a*id Ux ihe fxiifpoie.i 

Thil he *ihouid nol listrn to laLc-bcarcn>_ ij?afi^Hxi) 
cnhcrof h]'i own hoicchold or to iho^e oul of it. nor lake 
vengeance upon anybody who biad spoken iLl of biim^ il 
being "an ugly thing to bel]eve thil anybody conLd ispeok 
ill of one wbio did ill lo no one, but good lo all,' TtiBt 1I is 
one of the condiUonsof bad govemois, 'moved therein by 
their own con^eicnces" to give heed lo whi1 I hey hcir is 
b Bid of tbiem^ Bnd to lake iLI Ihil. whicbi if il hid been '>aid^ 
they had belter not have heard Rilher let mjunouH siyjngs 
be overcome by migniiiimity_ 

That It woiiLd be good for him lo give free audience I0 
alK Bnd to hear whal I hey had to \My^ and if 1 heir connive I 
turned out ill not lo look 
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coldly upon them for thil The "^iinc in wbt. or in any other 
Lindcrtaking: hi'> a^cnt'> muHl not biavc to Fear [iun]^hinen1 
for fiiLurc iH>r calumny for success "for there were many 
pcRions who, 1o ivoid the envy of the]rsLipcrLOP>, sought 
Father to lone a victory than 1o gain it.' [Her^ Fer^ffiiaiiii 
otighi tc hi^\/do<xke£i a hilte aih£^T)\^r being £.tyfri<.ioAij ihai 
hfi <y\vn jxf{?cU^e h\- fux fneaiii ^afj^e up ^o ivft^r Jr? 
perc'er\^i io be ff^xbte nxj^i wise p^Ucy i*i ihe /TUJlIef.) 

Thil he 10v*niJo^ should look lo what example he gi>c!i 
both in word End deed,— ^o>emi>is living b-^ in a Iheatre. in 
the mnti1 of the world. EF he does ill, even Iho^e who 
follow him in thai, w]ll not the les!i disesteem him. 

Th4l Although it ]^ neecEsary for him to know the life of 

everyone, yet he musl not be o>er-inquL^Llive about ]t, nor 
rou1 up oFFcnces wh]ch Bre nol broughl before him 
officially "Since if all offences were looked ]nto_ Few men, 
or none, would be w]thoul punL'>hmenl " Be^idc^ for "^ccre! 
fanlls men may correct Ihemselves if tho^c fiult^i ire mide 
known. End e'>[ieci4lly if 1hey Bre punished m e^ccbA, 
hhime is loht. and men give way to Iheir bad impulses 

ThBt he L^ 1o encourage tho^e who work, and 
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lo dmcoLiragc tht idLc ^^ tbic uhj^cc^bI Filhcr di>t'> 

Thflt- a*i rcgBrd"^ libcral]ty, bic "^hiiLiLiJ -^o Londiict biLin^>tlf, 
th4l men should not diirf Li> B'tk hini Jor thing'> wbiLch thty 
would know he miEt deny: this would be a grcal ri:'>trBiiil 
Lipnn thtm^ and 4 grcal proof of gr>ud rcpulation in a 
governor. 

Th^K ]n fine ill thai had been '>aid coiei^tcd in lhi^ ihBt 
he was Id govern as he would be governed and thi1 "i1 
behoved him To be tnlent in bLi^ine?^^ to '>how courBge ]n 
difficulties 4od managemeni in all Ihingb, brevily in 
execuUng ii'^e^ul de terminal ions ye1 nol ^^ if carried Bwiy 
by passion^ bul 4]wBy'> upon good ^.ounseL coii'>idering 
much what a chBrge was upon him, for lhis Ihought would 
be useful to h]m a1 all Ume'^: and Bbo>e all lhing> he waii to 
tike heed fin order IhBt 1he "^ime lh]ng mighl not happen lo 
him which had hBppened to lhe Bdmiri]) lhat when any 
occi.'iLon fordeiling briefly wuh in offence occurred, he 
should hive swift recourse to pun]hlTnent, for in suchcises 
lhe remedy ought to be like b Ihunderbolt." 

Afler rcBding the above, wo cannot say thai 
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the Catholic monarchs were Lii4lti:nlLVi: to the govcmmcnl 
oF I heir [ndiin [ios'>i:'>sioivi nor can the SBgocity w bitch 
directed thBt atlcnlion bi: for 4 momcnl qLic'>t]on«J. rndccd 
thai sa^ar]ty ]^ ^o mnirkBbJc^ tbial l1 TTsBy nalurilLy occur 
to 1bic learned rcidcr to jnquirc. whdhcr HBcbin>clL]'s 
"Prince" hBd yd been pubL]!ihed ind whdbicrKing 
Ferdinand could Hbvc read tbial much- b b Li'>td manual of 
crafly !italesmen_ [t w4h, however, about twelve ytBrs aflcr 
thi^ memorable audience granled by Ferdinand and 
[sBbelLi 1o Ovando I hat "The Prince" ]Si ilLudtd to by 
M4ch]avc]li ind de^cnbtd a^ 4 "^ihbII iinpubli'>bied "A'orlz 

Chained w]th tbie^te inhtruzlionii Ihen Nicholaii dc 
Ovando left the port of San Lucas on Ihe I Jth of FcbruBr^'j 
1502, Id tBke posjies^ion of h]s new govemmcnl hiv]ng 
under hjm b galLin! company of two thousand Five hundred 
persons B large piDportion of Ihem being hidilgoes. On hi^ 
wi> he met wilh a terrible "ilorm, in which one of hi!i 
Lirgcsl vessels foundered, and he had "^oine diffcult^' in 
reaching SL Domingo Bt bLI Th]!i hi>wever, he succeeded 
in doing on Ihe L5th of ApnI. Bnd entered 41 on4.e upon the 
refbrnui which he wai> commissioned I0 in^litule 
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He annQunccd the r^'ir^6'nclti nf B^bBclilli, ind plic^d 
Roldan under arrc^l He citcrtcd hun^clF 1o found 
Ectllcmcnis along ihc co^^i and 41 firsl no doubts he 
cndcjvourrd 1o LBrry ou1 Ihc mtrcifuL dircctLorei which he 
Kad rtccL>td wilbi rtgBnil to tbic Indiana. EuK Itkc 
Eob4d]llB hr win a knighl of b rrligioici ordcr^ wuh a 
ccdain nBrrow way of Looking Bt thin^ incident to his 
[irof«ision w]th no fs[icc]al cuHnrc thai wc know of^ md 
wi1ti htllc onginahty of character. In these rcsipccts he 
[ir«teii1«J 4 remark able conlrast to Co LijnibiJ'>^ wbio wb^ a 
man of vinoirs accomfiliEhmtnl^ ^^cg^ mindtd, 
cnthiisL4'>lic^ fluent, BFFcclionatc inventive And i»o_ 
whcrca*! CoLumbus HbJ BlwBy-i treated Ihc nBti^csi w]th 
conMderBtion Bnd hoinBnil^ Ovrndj noon began 1o rnli: 
them wi1bi b riid of iiun Wc jnust no1 linger too long over 
his BdminL'>lrat]C]nor wh4l we niBy call CoLijnibus\ 
kingdom, but there i^ one sad episode \^h]cbi ]t is worth 
while to rccoum, if only to make 1bic poLcy of Colnmbiifi 
Mand out m brighter relief 

When Anicaona, the Queen of XarBgna, had received 
Ihc admiral's brother, Don BflrtoLome, on 4 former 
occA'>ion, the SpBni4i~d'> Bffinned bier to be a wise womin, 
of good manneis, and 
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plra^ant address End Ehc ["> '>a]d to have ■z[LrnL''>llv t ii1 tl' b Ltd 
bicr brolhcr lo IbIzc warning by the f ale of her husband 
Caonabo- ind to love End obey lhc Chri'^liins. As she wbs 
now lo play lhc hoslfss again, 1biis t]mc lo Ovando wc may 
refer to lhc arcoun! of her foimer reception of b Spanish 
governor. Ihe \dclanlBdo. of which there ire nomc deti]ls 
furnished by Pcicr ^^a^ty^. 

After mcnlionmg thi1 lhc queen ind her bn^lhcr 
received 1hc licnlcnanl wUh all courlcsy and honour, he 
SBy:£: "The> broughl our men 1o 1 he ir 4.ominon hBll, into 
which ihey come logether as oflcn 4S 1hcy mBke any 
notable gime-^ or Inumph-^, as VrC hi>e said before Here, 
after miny d b nc i ngs , si ngings ma*il:]nf>. runn]ngs. 
wrr^tlin^, and o1her trying of mi'>lerie'>, "suddenly I here 
appeared m a lirge pLi]n neBr nnlo the hall, two greal 
annies of men of war, which ihe king for hi*^ pastime hid 
ciused 1o be prepared, as 1hc ^paniBi'd'^ use the pLBy wjth 
reciis, wh]ch lhey cbIL Jiij^a £ie C^^fifui A^ the armies drew 
near togelher Ihcy assBilcd Ihe one lhc olher as nercely i^ 
if mortal enemies \^ilh the]r binnep> ^preBd shouJd fighl for 
their goods, their iBnds, lhcir Li^e^, the]r liberty, their 
CDunlry, the]r w]ves ind 1 hei r 4. hi Id ren, so 1hal 
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wilbiin tbic moment of in biour, foLir irnzn Vr^rc eIilr^ and 
many wounded. Tht baltic BlitO wouLd biavc (.onlinLifd 
longer, ]f ihc ting HbcI not, at the rcqucsl of our men. 
ciu^cd them to ccbsjC " 

At lhi!i t]mc, ]n the year 150 J, some of Rn Han's fonncr 

partizans ^^ere seHLcd in 1bic piovince of XarBgua, and wtre 
a grcBt Iroubic 1o Ihc Lolony. Hcirera "^By^ in a qij]c1 
SiBrcastLc wBy "Ihry L]^ed in the di*»eLplinc tbiey hBd Learnt 
frtjm Roldin;" and the governing po^^cra of XanguB found 
thtm "intolerable.' He aL^o Bdd'> 1biat AnacBonB's people 
were in policy, in iBngoige ind in olhcr ihinf;^ sopenor lo 
all the olher inhaEnlants of the i'>land \'i niighl be 
expected there were constBnt diMurtuncc*! bel^^een lhesc 
SpBni4nJ'> Bnd the adjaceni Indians Bnd the SpBmiKk look 
cire to inform lhe governor 1bial the]r Bdvcr^Bne^. 1bie 
[nd]ans of XarBguB, ]ntended to rebel Perhip^ they did ^>o 
intend Ovindo resolved, after mu4.h con'toltiUon, to lake t 
journey to Xaragua 1 1 musl be ■^i]d in jiislice to Ovindo, 
thai lhi:£ does nol look as if he ihougbil tbie KiBtler \^cre b 
light one. XarBgua \^as scvenly le allies frDm Si Domingo 
The governor sel out well accompanied, wilh sevenly 
horsemen ind three 
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Kundrcd foot soldiers Anacaoni, who hBcl ^omc '>Li^plClo^ 
dF hi'> intcnUnns. '>Limmoncd bII bicr tend alonfs itduixJ her 
"fodu horour" to h]m, when she heard of h]'^ coming- She 
wrnt ou1 1o nice! Ovindo w]th a concourse of bier "^ubiecls, 
and with the "^iine ri:'>l] v i l]es of :£i ng] ng and dmcing ^^ jn 
former dfly^ ^hc had idoplcd ^^hcn -^hc ^^cnl lo receive the 
.^delanlado Vanou-i pleBMjreji and amiisemenl-^ were 
pr(JV]ded for the sirangeis ind probflbly \nacBona Ibiougbit 
thai she hul succeeded in soothing and pleasing 1 bus severe 
Looking governor, ^^ \hc had done the \^^\ But the bormer 
folLowep> nf RoLdin were about tbie goverrujr. lelLing bum 
thai there certainly wbs an insurrccliou 41 hand^ lhat if he 
did not LiKik lo i1 now^ and suppress U 41 once, the revolt 
would be r^r more difficull lo quell when i1 did breik onl 
Tbiu"^ thL"> argued, u^ing all Iho^e seemingly w]!ie 
argumenb> of wichednes'> whicbi fn^m lime iKimemoriiL 
biave ongmflted and perpctualcd Ireachery Ovando lisleued 
to tbiese men_ indeed bie mu^l have been mucbi ]ncLined lo 
heL]eve tbiem, or bie would hardly biave come bIL thi^ way 
He WBS now convinced that an ] nsnrrec tio n wbs inlended 

Witbi ibiese tbioughlJi in bii^ mind, he oidcred 
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th^l on H certain Sunday^ after dmnrr, all lhc cavaliy 
should ^ct to hop>t, on the prclcit of a toLirnanitnL The 
infinlry loo. bic caidcd 1o be ready for acUon. He himself, 
aTibeniEi in dihscmbL]ng \^cnt to play Bt quo]ts. End ^^b*^ 
d]Klurbcd by h\^ men coming to him and begging hiin to 
Look on at the] r sports The poor Indian queen biLirned ^^ith 
the utmost simp]Le]ty into the "^nire prepsred for her She 
told the governor thai her cac]que'^ too_ would lite to see 
thi:£ tourniineiit, upon \^h]ch, w]th dc mo ns1 ra1 ions of 
pleasure, bic bide her come wuh ill herrBciques 1o his 
quartep>. For bie wanled lo tilk lo them, Liilimiling. bs I 
conjecture, thai bie would explain tbie fe:£livLly to them. 
MeinwhiLe he gave his CBVBlry ondep> to surround the 
build]ng, he piBced the infinlry i1 certBin commanding 
[lOEilions and told bus men thit when jn tBlkmg wilh the 
cae]ques, he should place his hBnd upon the badf.e of 
knighthood whicbi hung upon bus breast, they should rush 
in ind b]nd tbie caciques Bnd AnBcaona It fell out bs bic hBd 
[ilinned. AIL these deluded IndiBn ch]efs ind the]r queen 
were secured Sbie aLone was led out of Ovando's quBrtera, 
whtch were then se1 fire to, Bnd aLI Ihe 
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cbiLtf'> burnt aLi>c \iiBcmiiB ^^b^ aricrward'> hBn^cd Bnd 
the pro>]ncc was iJc^>oLilcd 

Humanily doc^ nuL gBin much, iflcr all by 1biis min'^ 
not taking ihc l]tlc of "LDnfeh]p" which tic hid a nghl lo. 

FiinlLj, the governor collected 1bic former followers of 
Roldan]n Xaragua, and romicd a town of I heir isctlleincnt^ 
which bic named "the tily of lhc lruc peace" {Lti vfil£^ ^6f!a 
\^f£^ Ftiz), but which k modern chTonicLcr Vrc\l sa^'^ mighl 
more piopcrly have been named "Aceldama, the field of 
blood " I observe Ihal 1bie arnui as!i]gncd 1o lh]Si new 
iettlemenl were 4 do^e wUh the o]i>e-branch a rainbow, 
and across 

But il is time 1o relurn lo Columbus, who in The mean 

Eime was chAf]ng al the inaclivity wbiich biad been forced 
upon him His wai a reM Le^>s sp i ri1 , perhaps 1oo re^t]c*is for 
an org4n]zer, who ougbit to po'>^e?i'> an ine^hau'slibLe 
amount of paUence. ind 1o be able to wa]l b's well a^ to 
labour. He tiad formed a theory that '>ome ^tra]t eTi'>led 
through whicbi a passage Ki]ghl be made from lhe 
neighbourhood of 31 Domingo lo tho^c reg]ons in As]a 
from which the Portuguese wereju-^l 
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beginning to reap 4 large profil. End whicbi must be very 
near thai home of ihc ^Id ^^hicbi hid always c)fcup]cd his 
thoughts He prf^sfd the Sovtrcigns lo piovidr him wilh 
hhips for Bn eT[ied]tioii having For iK spcciol objecl the 
disco ver^' of this slrBil End on Ihc occurrence nrsomc 
ckliy as Id tht equipment of vessels for the purpose, he 
seems lo have wnltcn to FcrdinBnd reproBching him w]th 
the treBtmem \^h]ch he had rece]>cd. ind with I he ivaEit of 
confidence manifc^led lowirds h]m now To this 
Fen:l]nand Bns^^ered ]n i Letter wh]ch wasrcrti]nLy well 
calcnlilcd 1o soolhc lhc Admiral's indigmUon ]1 was lo the 
following effect, "You ought to be convinced of our 
displeasure Bt yourcaptiv]ty, for ^t lost no1 b moment in 
selling you free Your innocence is ^^cll known you ire 
aware of the consideralion Bnd friend'^h]p \^ilh which we 
have Irealed you. lhe fBvoui^ which yon have rrccived 
frtjm lEi shall no1 be Ihc lasl thi1 yon will receive; ^^e 
assure to you your pri>]leges, and ire desiTDUs lhat you and 
yDurch]ldren may enjoy them. We offer to confinn them 
to you Bf am, Bnd to pul your elde-^l son m possession of all 
i'ouroff]ces ^^ he never you \^ish___We hcg you to nel ont 
as soon as poss]blc." 
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On Ihc ^Ih of May 1bic pre p aril loiti Vrcrc complete and 
ColLimbuH "^ct SBiL from CbcI]z with h]'^ brother, Don 
Earlholomcw^ End hiE eccoihJ '>on^ Fernando As in 
instBncc of Ihc BclmLrBl'^ chivBhoiis Lnvc of bcI^ c n turc, lI 
may be menl]oncd IhBt upon hearing tbiat the Portuguese 
forlrcsii of Ari]llB, on the African coast, was be'>ieged by 
tht Moors, ht fiist proceeded thilbicr, qu]te volunlarily, to 
Lt> relief- When he reBchctl it, howoer. he found thai ihe 
K]cge had been rBised, and h]Si services were nol, therefore, 
called into requisil]on 

After 4 MngiilBrly prospennu-i voyage, he reached 
M^ninique on lhc ] 3lh of June. H]*^ instructions from ihc 
Sovereigns expre^>sly ]ntercl]clcd him from >]*i]t]ng 31 
Domingo, bul.on f]nding thai hi'> lirgc^l ship required 
Siomc repBiis to make her ^eBworlhj, he boldly disreginJcd 
the prohibit]on and sent b boat 1o ask Ovando lo furn]sh 
him wuh inolher ve'>sel in place of the damaged one ind 
[o allow hi'> squadron lo tike refuge ]n ihe harihour du n ng « 
hurncBne which he fore-^iw 1o be imminent. Ovando 
refused bolh requebb>. Hi*^ commi'>sion '>e1 fodh that 
Columbus WBS not to vk^il Ihe iblind; and lhe 
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cont]ngcncy of humcmc^ W4'> not pTD>]dcd for B«>LdcE^ 
the governor bcLicvcd ihBt tbiis prediction of 4 biurncjnc 
wiH a mere pmexl of lhc Bdmiril's for ob1aiii]ng 4dmi'^'>LDii 
to the harbour. To bh eye Linaccustoincd lo trop]CBl 
ch^ngc^i ihc wcilbier af^cared I0 be '\c1 fBir " ScirccLy a 
nppLc pai-^ed over Ihc sea; scarcely 4 brealh stLircd the 
LuTLinant foliBgc on '>horc Ovando repulsed wilh scorn 1hc 
admiral's :£ijgge'>l ion Ihat, at any rile^ tbie dcpadore of Ihe 
fleet for S pi] n should be dcLiycd. Thi^ flee! wbs the rirhc^l 
in cargo thBl hid cverlefl the islands il contBined bIL the 
gold which had been wrung ou1 of the nalives by 
Eob4d]liB^ h4P>bi measures. Of one nuggeU especiilLy^ the 
old chron]cicrs speak ]n Ihe most glowjng terms. 
.\ccoiding to Ibicm, ]t ^^i^ the largest p]ete of >]r^]n gold 
ever discovered i1 hid been found iccidentally, by in 
[nd]an woman at the mmc^^ while li'>llessly moving her 
rake lo Bnd fro jn Ihe WBterone d^y dunng dinner lime. Us 
value WIS eslimiled 41 U350 000 m Braved is. =" Bnd ]n the 
festivities which look plice on the oc4.4'>ion^ lI wbs used 4s 
a d]sh for a TD4st pig^ lhe minep> 

-■" Equ]valen1 lo about £416 
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!iBy]ng thai no king nf Cb'^UIc hB't ever feasted from b dL'>h 
c\ '>LKh >bIuc. Wc do not find thai I he poor lnd]an woman 
biad 4ii> pBrt jn I he good fortune. Indeed^ bs La^ Casa'> 
obbcrvc^, ^hc was rodunilc ]f she hid any portion oF Ihc 
meal, not lo speak nf tbie di'th. BobadilLi hid [iLircbiased tbie 
nugget for Ferdinand and IsabtllB. and hBd ^h][i[ied ]t wUh 
other treiHure valuable enough 1o go b long W4> towird^i 
compereiat]ng the !iO>creigni for bII their e^pendilure on 
ihc nrw colony— ]f lhe fleel could onl^' reach Spain in 
SiBfety. 

But on lhe second dBy ifler ]ts dtpBrlLire the Admiril^ 
predietLon beciKie lernbly verified. A tornadD of 
LineTampled fury ^^^ept o>er lhe sein; and lhose onshore 
could judge of tht fat[^ thil \^bs Liktiy lo befall the 
LinForlLinatc squBdrtjn as mBiiy of 1he bij]ldings Bnd tree^ 
on the island were levelled wilh the ground by 1he force of 
the ten^pi:'>l. Of all lhe ship^, only one~Bnd thil lhe friilesi 
of lhe fleel— wa^ Bble 1o iccompliJih lhe voyage to Spain A 
few ves-^el*! mBnBged to return in dire diMre^-i, to lhe 
LslBnd but by far the grealer number foundered At ±iea. The 
hiMonins of the pcriiid do nol f4]l to 
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rcmBrk thBt^ wbiilc lbif '>hip which rrochcd SpBin '>4fcL> wa'> 
thr one carrying the admiraL's prtjpcrlj. a ^pccul 
providence decreed ihBt his encniLC"^— EobBdiila, RoLdan, 
and Iticir a'>^ocLBte'> in cruelly 4iid [i Lunder—shQuid perish 

wi1bi ihcir ill-gotten gains 

L]kc CBS^indu Columbus wHne^i-^ed Ihc di-^omfHure 
of the d]Sibelievcrs in hi'> prtjphecy L]l:c her he \^as denied 
the right of sancluBry upon the occurrence of the disaster 
which bic hBd forelold Repulsed fn^m pon by Ovando, 
however, lbie BdmirBl ^i]Led ilong ihe cobs1, Bnd *iuccecded 
in bringing bii^ own ship under the Lee of 1bie land when the 
Morm CBme on_ But the three other cirBveL^ were m no 
little dBnger ipirlLcularLy the disabled one, which wbs 
commanded by the .^drlinladD^. and somediyt elBp^ed 
before 1he lilUe ^quidKfn was re-united jn Ihe port of Azua, 
to the we^l of San Domingo. Thence he prtjceeded to 
Jaquimo, on 1he eMreni]t> of the "^Bme cob'^I, ind after 
refining his sh]p'^ "^et '>ail for JiniBicB on Ihe 14th of July. 
I502_ FB-^ing 1hat i^lind, he met wi1h light and varying 
wind^ and contrary t.urrenl'^, in 1he Brchipelago of reef^ 
and key^ which he had previously nimed Ihe Queen's 
Garden 
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For ibout nine ^^ccb> he mBdc ho IhUl" progress ihat his 
crcwH begin to (.lamoLir for the abindonjncnt oF the 
CKptdiUon The ^biips were wonn-CBtcn and leaky 
PiD>i'5]on^ were ninning '>tH>rl. The seamtn hfld seen thc]r 
cammindcr IhruM bw4> from wbial might be called h\^ own 
door, and ihe High! of hisi powcrLessnes!i had "^1 re ngthe ned 
the]r ]ndc[icndence unt]l il imnunled 1o ]n'fijbord]nalion. 
ForlunilcLy, however, before the di*»eontcn1 biDke oul iolo 
open mutiny, a breeze bprong up Trom I he thsI. ind 1hc 
admiral eB^]Ly pecMJided hL'> unnily 4.rews thil ]t was better 
to pi™»eriJle iheir ^oyBgc IhBn to remain beiling flboul the 
isLe1*i ^^Bit]ng to relum hojnc 

They were soi>n gladdened by lhe sighl of [he pmc-clid 

hlope'> of tbie linle inland of GuBnaji lying about forty 
miles from Truxillo. on lhe roi^l of HondurB"^. Here ihcre 
appeared a canoe, much more like the Jihip-^ o\ lhe old 
world thBn in> they had ^een before, manned by Iwenly- 
fcvc [ndi4ii'> who biad come fTDin the continent on a Irading 
voyage Bmong Ihe i'>land^ Their car^j eon^isled of cotlon 
fabricb, ]ron-wood swonH-^. fL]nt knives, topper aie-heads, 
and 4 fruit called by tbie iiBUves cacao, 1o whicbi Ihe 
SpBniArd'> were 
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now ] ntrodiic cd for Ihc nrsi tjmc, bu! I he merits of which _ 
as a beverage, they wtrr no1 slow to apprccLBtc. The 
admiraL trcattd thc^c people wuh much kLiHlnc'>^ and ^^on 
thc]r conf]dcnce 41 once by presenting them w]th "^ome of 

the gliUcnng loy^ which never fialeiJ to dazzle a bartinan 

One old [ndkon. whom Columbib sclecled ^^ apparenUy 
the mosl imcLligent cf lhc bind^ coreienled to accumpAny 
him as pilots and indicaled by "^ignn^ his knowledge of a 
lind. ntU fardi^lant, where there were "^hip"^, and irmn, and 
meichHnd]ze^ and^ ]n fict^ all I he mirt"! of (:iy]li7.alian 
whicbi were displayed lo him by tbie Sp4ii]ards ihenhelvcE^ 
and with which he piDfe^cd lo be perterUy familur 
Whether he intended to mi'ilead CoJnmbii't, or whelher 
like most of his race, he was merely piDud of being 
imp4'>sive and of being able to repres't all ]ndic4lion of 
aslo n i'>tiinent at "^lartling novel tie*^^ il iscertijn Ihat hi't 
demeanour and his ^igns were interpreted by ihe idm]ral to 
indicale in acqu4]ntBnce wUh a country^ rich and e]vilized^ 
lying to^^anil^ 1he eas1_ which country could, of coup>e be 
no olher Ihan Ihe Jong wjughl-for kingdom ot Ihe Grand 
Khan 
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Had Columbus la pur>Liaru.i: of hjs fip>l iii1cnt]on, 
Kiccrcd to the ^^csl 4 ftw hoLir^ ^^ould have broughl him to 
the coast of YucHtm; ind tbic nchrs of Mexico would have 
rcwBrdcd his d]!iCovcry_ But this sivigc iibe his r\i\ 
destiny crossed his path al the critical mQmcnt, End turned 
bum from the roid to forlunc 

Steering ilong the coist oF Honduras, on the L2tbi of 
Scptembrr. he reached Cape Gricus b Dios, 1o which bs 
gave this nBme la p]ous thankfulness bor the southerly turn 
tiken by Ihe lend al IhBt poinK so 1hat the eist winds^ 
which hid hilherto obstnicled h]m, wert now favourable lo 
his course along the coi-^l \ month Liter he entered severflL 
bays on lhe Islhmus of Pflnann. where he wbs able lo 
procure pn3vis]ons End to refn his ve-aels. but fBiLed to 
obt4]n any inlel]gence either of the kingdom oF Ihe Khan^ 
or of lhe stri]t which he fBiicied would leid h]ni lhere_ The 
nat]vcs whom he encounlcred were genenlLy disposed lo 
be fnendly but. in one kreitancr^ when the depth of witer 
in B creek obliged him 1o moor his vessels close to the 
shore, in atlack o\ Ihe IndiBns was only repuL^ed by the use 
of artillcTy, the Ihunder and lighlning of which 
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Siccmcd BlwBy^ to possess, ]n Ihc cyc^ of the siVB^cs, 4 
Mjpc rn atur B I Bnd therefore awful chBractcr On anolbicr 
Dccisinn, when a confcrcnci: W4'> held wilh one nf the 
tribt'>, gr»1 ilarin W4'> caused bv b nolBry, who altrndcd to 
tike notes ot Ihc convcp>alion The savages hBd never 
before seen the opcralionof wrUing, and I hey regarded it 
as 4 spell whicbi \^as to hB^e some ma^ic effect upon thein, 
and wh]cbi 1bicy inust neu1raL]ze by various mystic 
fumLgiUons \^hi4.h tbiey believed 1o act bs co nnter-c bianns 
"They were themselves stilled sorcerers-" Siayji Columbus, - 
-whose credulHy in Mjch malteTS was only thai of his age. 

It was not until 1he 5lh of December 1biat the admiral 
could resolve lo abandon his easterly 4.ouise, Bllhoogh lhe 
convieUon tiad been gradually forcing itself upon h]m ttial 
the condil]onof h]s ^h][is wis such as to render b 
pnnseciition of hi!i voyage ilmos! ]mpossible_ He hid 
scarcely turned bBck iiHendin^ lo ^ound b se tile men t on 
the river VcriguB before he encountered a s1orm which 
tried his wonn-eBten carBvels >ery *ieverely The thunder 
and lighln]ng \^ore incest Bnt; the ^^Blerspouls |the hist 
they hid seen) thrcBtenrd 1o engnlph them, huge cresl!i 
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oF waves buist in p ho^pbio rc*iccin flnwls o>cr Ihcm and 
ihcir c:£ca[ic^ if wc ccin:£]dcr tbic ism b I lnc'^'> of tht dravcl'>^ 
and ihc fbicc of b tTDpical (.yrlonc^ was IiEUl' Ll"& ihan 
mmcLiloiEi \1 laM^ iftcrcighl day^' lo'>SLng 1o and fiu Ihc 
■dmtri] g4]ncd Ihc nwuth of 4 river which bic nBmcd the 
BctbiLchcm, bctiusc he cnlcrctl it on the day of the 
Bfiipbiany 

]n lhi'> ne]gbibourhood ihcre wis a powerful cac]qiie^ 
named QiJ]bi4, who'>e tcrnlory conlamcd muLh gold^ and 
wi1ti whom^ therefore, the SpBniarcfc Vrcrc BnMoid lo treat. 
But he oiitwHted them. Offering I0 supply 1biem wUbi 
guides lo condu4.l thein to biisgoLd mine'>^ he reBll> hent 
them, net to hi*^ ov^n ni]ne^. but lo Ibio'^e of b tI^bI cac]que^ 
of Urcn Here, however, tbiey ^iKcecdcd in acquinn^. by 
barter and by b4.IijbI di'^coveiy, Lirge qiianti1ie'> of Ihe 
prcciouH mcti]. which "teemed I0 be mj BbundBnI. 1hat the 
admiral mide Mjre thil hL' biad come to tbie >eTy Anrea 
C her^o nesiu^ from wh]ch Solomon had oblained Ihe gold 
for ihe IcmpLe 41 Jerusalem He hBd seen more signs of 
goJd here in two dBys, he said, than he had "^een in Si. 
Domingo ]n four yeBr^. HIe fiist slep wbs to fonn b 
settlement to pTDvidc ■ 
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depot for thr gold which might be colLcctcd \ convenient 
h]ti: 'ifrB'^ found neir the mouth of the ri>cr Belhlchem, and 
by Ihe i:nd of MBrcbi I he \deL4iiladLi hid buiH b village of 
biut^ in whicbi it was proposed ihBl he sbiould remain^ wilh 
abciiit cighly foLlowcni, wtiilc Columbus returned to Spain 
for supplies 

But Tumour?i soon reachtd the Adclantado of a projected 
atlack on the setllL'inen1 hy the natives, and he look 
meiHures lo "^ei^e QuibiB in biiso^^n palBcc The indiBos 
dismayed Bt 1 he capture of thc]rcBciquc. offered large 
quantities of gold for his ransom^ but the AdelantBdo 
preferred to keep him b^ a bioslaf.e for peice However bs 
he was being conveyed do\^n the river, on board one ot the 
boats, he miniged although bound hand and foot, and in 
the custody of one of I he most powerful of the SpBnianis- 
to spring overboBPil ind to mabe h]s escBpe, sw]mming 
under x^ater to th? shi>re_ He ncefor^^ b ml is m]^hl hB^e 
been eipecled 1here was war to lhe knife belween Ihe 
nat]ves ind the "^etlleis An lUempt was mide to burn 
down lhe v]llB|e b> means of bliJin^ iirow^ A boat's 
crtw of eleven SpannnJs, who hid pnnceeded some 
distance up the ri>cr 
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were BtlBckcd by savages in canoK>, End onL> one man 
f^capcd to carry 1o Ihc sctUcmcnt 1bic ncw!i of 1bic mBsiiacrc 
cf his 4.oni[i anioie. 

The admirBl, wUh three of Ihc cinvcls, wai in the 
offings BWA]t]ng a wind fB^ourBble for hL'> dcpBrture^ but 
the dry weather had mide Ihc river so sHbIIo'A' ihBt it w*^ 
impos'^i b le for the caravel Left with 1bie MMtLcr: 1o ei™>!i the 
bar^ Bnd as Ihcy biad no bo4l strong enough 1o weather the 
Siurf Ll seemed imfHWisible For them to carry 1o him tid]ngs 
of Iheir condiUon They were ]n despair, for if 1bicy were 
left- they tnew thi1 1hey were lefl to perish The admirBl, 
on hi^ pBrt, had become uncB^y, not l:now]ng ihBt their 
failure to commLinLeate w]th him wa'> owing 1o ihe fact Ehit 
their only seaworthy boil had been deMroyed by the 
[ndians His own boat'> were smBll ind scBrcely 
weathertigh! But "^ome o\ QujbiB's family who had been 
tiken on boBrd the "^nadron as pri'>i>neis^ hid made their 
escape by swinini]ng lo the "^hore three m]le'> off ind thi^ 
fell enconnged a bold pilol of Seville named Lede'>mi^ 
who was on board 1he Bdminl'se Bravely lo al tempi a 
K]mLlar expJail Never was beirerof reprieve for the 
condemned more welcome. 



23S SE^^LE^iE^T a ba .^vd oned 

Lcd«>ma communicalcd wHbi ihc AdclantBcIo ind 
conveyed to lhc Bclmiral inlcllLgrncc nf tht dc^pcralc stBtc 
of affBiis The r4!sull ^^i^, Lbial ^^hcn in b few day^ the ^^]ni:l 
moderated, all lhc HeltLep> wtre tBlzen on l>i>ard the 
SiquidiDn, which now only consisted oF Ihrcc ships^ ai U 
Wis found nccKiSBry lo abandon the lb ravel which had 
been left ]n'>ide the hirbiiur bBr 

And there was no time 1o spart_ The rough wealhcr hid 
severely Ined the cri/y and worm-eBten ^cs-^els, and 
an\ie1y ind Win1 of reM were having theirefJett on 
Colnmbiis- Making h]s wi> FirM 1o Porlo EelLo, where he 
Wis obliged to leave another cirB> el ai no longer 
seaworthy^ on the Jlst ot MBy he qij]tled the coast at a 
point on ihe wesit of the Gulf ofDinen. ind steered 
northwBrd lowands Cubi. A collision between his 1wo 
remi]ning ships rendered 1hem "^lill more unfu lo cope w]th 
the squillh ind breakers of lhc A re: hi pel Bgo , but al Lasl in 
the middtc of Jnne^ wilh his crews in despBir^ nearly all his 
anchoni Tost and his >csseK worm-ei1en ho b*^ to be "3^ 
full of holefi as i h(jncy-(.omb_" he arrived off 1 he si>uthern 
eoisl of Cubi, where he obtBined supplies of CB^siVB breBd 
from fnendly nBti>es 
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Filling to inakc head igainHl the wind ho as lo r»cbi 
Hi^pBn]oLB Columbus shaped bii^ course for JBrnaica, and 
thcrt in Ihc hBrbonr whicbi he hid namtd SBn1a Glona on 
his former V IE 1 1, his voyagt wis perforce brought to a 
conclu^]on A^ hi!i ship*i could not Floi1 in> longer he run 
them on ^horc^ ^]de by :£idc, ind built hul:£ upon the dcc^ks 
for hoLi^]ng the crcw^ Such a habilBtiou, Like ihc Swi'>s 
tike dwellings BFroniled remarkable advantBgcs of positiou 
tn ca.^c oF lU^ck by a hohtiic Inbe 

The admiraL'*^ hist care was lo preveni any offence 
being given to I he abong]nc*i which might gi>e cause for 
huch an atlark. Know]ng by ^^d expenence. Ihe resuH^ oF 

permuting ^ree inle rco nr^e belween the SpBn]aids ind the 
nal]ves^ he enfolded htnc^tly 4 rule lorbidding any SpaniBrd 
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to go ashore wuhou! Icivc. End toot mcasLim> for 
rcgLiLBting 1bic IrafTic for food ho jh 1o prcvcnl the 
ciccurrrncc of Bn> quBrrcL. Dicgo Mcndc7_ who had been 
tii^ lieulcnant^ and hid ^ho^^n biimsflf Ihc boLdtbt of his 
officers IhroughoLit thi-s voyage volunteered to pioceed 
m[D the mtcnorof lhe i'sland to make arrangements for tbie 
periodical supply of provi-sion^ from *iOine of the more 
remote tnbe^. ih ]t wascert4]n ihal 1bie '>iKlden Bdd]tion to 
Ihc popijlat]on would !iOon eibiaiiit 1he re-siiurce-s of the 
tmmediale neighbourhood. This service Mcndei performed 
with greal adioitne'>s^ md a regular markel \^bs established 
to which the nalives biou^ht fish giine md 4.4'>sava breads 
in exchange for Spanish loy'> and ornainents 

Allhough the Spanurd^ were thu^ secure from 
!i1arvAlion for the presenl. lheir po'>ition was nH>st cnncil 
The journey to the ei^lernmost cHremUy of Jamaica would 
probably ix>l be nnatlended wilh difficnlly and danger, for 
il miEit be effected ihTDugh lhe midst of Lndim tribes, 
ho-sliLe lo eath olhci Riid therefore piDhibiy not 
niiammous in b^u^j; liieixJi> tox^anHs slran^eis But lhe 
mos1 form]dable obstacle Id communicalion wilh rhc 
government ot H]spBnioLB ^^a-^ the Mrait of forty leagues' 
breadlh, full of lumblin^ breakeis and 



rLi£h]ng currLMil^ \^hj4.h '>i:pBrLitizd the fwc i'>land^. 
Ho^^ocr Jt was nccc!i^ir> thi1 lhc Bttcmp! should be 
madt, and Dicgo Mcndcz. ihougbi he considered il lo be 
"no1 merely d]Fficijlt, bul impns!i]ble to t^ro-^s ]nso small i 
vcs'fcl Bs B 4.Bnoc " volunlcered \ot the "service afler ill the 
ctbier Spaniards had declined to underlake il. He wa^ to be 
the bearer of a letter from the admin] to 0>aiKk> B'5k]ng 
biim 1o sfnd a vessel tu release the castaways fiom tbieir 
impn'^oiiine n t^ and cf a despatcbilo the So^c reigns^ g]VLng 
a deti]Led accoun! of the Admiral's >o>Bge ind a glowing 
description of the riches of Veragua. This dcspalrh is ^er^' 
cbiaraneristic of the wn1er_ bearing as il djes lhe nurks of 
Strang enl h iisi asKi , of almiist fBnat]C4l snperMiUon^ of 
confidence in tbie mids1 of de'^pijr ind of exuLlation in Ibie 
face of ruin Describ]ng his reflectJoiLS during 1he slonn At 
the moulh oF the river Eelhlehem, he breaks into the 
following rhapjiodj, which^ pn^bibly in perfect good f*3Ch, 
dwells on the contrisl belween lhe goodnes:^ of God and 
lhc bad failh of man. in a way which ought lo hive lonched 
Ferdinand nearly, [t is worth quot]ng 41 full lengthy as in 
eT ample of lhe wild fervour of a ripl enlhusiaM. 

■Wearied and sigh]ng," wrUeji Columbus^ "I 
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fell ]ntci B clumber whtn I bi»rd a p]ttous voice '>4y]nf to 
mc, "O fool- ind slow 1o bclievr and serve thy God. who ]e 
the God of all' What did He more for Mosc^_ or for His 
icrvant Di>]d ihBn He hi^ done for tbiec'* From I he limr of 
thy birtbi lie hBs ever hBd Ihcc under Hi'> pcculiBrcBre 
When Hesa^^ Ihce of a f]tling Bge, He mBdc lhy namt to 
resound nurvclLousLj Ibiroughoul the cirlh ind 1biou wert 
obeyed ]n miny lands ind d]ds1 acquire honourabLi: fame 
among C tinsti ans. Of the gBtt^ of tht ocean stB sbiut up 
with such mighly rhi]ns He deL]vered lo thcc I he teys lhe 
Indict, Iho-^c wcaHhy regions of the world. He gave lhee 
forlhine own, and empowered lhee 1o dispose of I hem lo 
othcp>, aceonding to thy plei^ure. What did He more for 
the greal people of l-^nel, when He led them forth Frtjm 
Egi'pt?Or for DB^id, whom from being Jt ^hephertl. He 
made a king in JudacB'^ Turn to Him, then, and 
acknowledge 1hine error His mercy ]^ Lnfinile. Hr (la^ 
man^' And vb-^I inhentinces ye1 ]n reserve Fcbt no! lo scEt 
Ihcm Thine ige shall be no ]m[iedimenl to any greal 
Lindertiking- \brBhBm was ibove a hundred veBr^ ^^hen he 
tiegil KiBc; ind wi*^ Sirah 
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you1bifLil?Thoij urgent dcspo nd] ngl y for "^uccoLir \nswcr' 
ifr ho bialh afTliclcd 1bicc so miicbi. End !iO many 1 Lines. God, 
or lhc world? The privileges and piDjnjscs ^vhicbi God hilbi 
made to thee He hath never broken ^ neilher bialh He !iBid, 
afler hiving received thy ^>erviees 1hat Hi^ meaning w4h 
differem. End to be undeistiKKJ in a d]fferen1 sen*ie He 
fulfill all IhBt He promises and v^Hbi incre4'>e. Such is His 
ciEitom ] have shi>\^n thee \^hBt tbiy Creilor hilbinJone tor 
thee, ind wbial He doe1h for all The prei»ent is lhe rcwaid 
of the toiL'> ind penl^ thou hBS1 endured in serving olhers ' I 
bieai~d this," add^ Columbus "^^ one ilmo^t dead, Bcid had 
no power to reply 1o wonJsso I rue excepting to weep for 
my ciToi^_ Whoever it wi^ 1bial !ipoke to me finished by 
KBying 'Feir not' All the^e tribulations Bre wnlten in 
mart>ie, Bnd no1 wUhju! lb use ' 

'Though I his be madness, there is melhod in it " but 
bliil, the whole chirBc^ter of Columbus forbids us to BS'>ume 
th4l I his alleged vi'>ion wis merely an ingeniou'> device for 
remoiutrali ng wilh 

^ A sarcasm to "cUch the conscience of the ting." 
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tht SnvtrcigiVi ll miiiit mil be forfnUrn thil in those UincE 
the popular belief as 1o such m4ltep> was very differrni 
from 1bial ^^h]ch ob1aiii'> now\ and 1bial Columbus was as 
L rcdulo u"^ as biisconlemporBrLCE on the subject of thr 
supcrnBturaL ]1 \^as easy for Bn LmiginBtioii like biis la be 
wroLi^ht upon so is 1o give to "*]ry nothing-" lo the 
"thousand phmlasies lhat ciowd into the niemnry." lhe 
character of spee]al roclalions from heaven In Ih]*^ very 
despBt4.h h]s religioici fervour ]s displayed a^ain and BgBin 
JcrusBlem according 1o I he prophecy wb"^ to be rebuill by 
the hand of b CbinstiBn. He would be that Chns1nn_ Presler 
Johu^ so Slid IradiUon^ hBd asked for missionaries to 
instnicl him in 1bie Irne fBilh. He would conduct them to 1tic 
kingdom of this unknown potenlalc Then he ^ocs on 1o 
deplore his own hind cise, "sLirroundcd by crneL and 
tiosliLe savages^ isoLiled^ inftnn^ cxfieeUng each day w]ll 
be m> list severed \roTn the holy saerBmentsof the 
Church- so IhBt my soul, if pBrted here Fnnm my body, must 
he forever forgotten ___If it should please God lo deliver 
me hence, [ humbly supplicBle your mAjesties to permil mc 
to repair Id Rome, Bnd 
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perform Dlhcr p]LgnmBg«i_" Colunibus Ihcn bc]ng really 
convinced of 1hc fBtil cnnsfqucncc:^ o^ not being wHbiin 
r»ch of form al communLnn ^^ith tbic Church, must biavc 
fcLl ihflt he wai risking more ihfln his mere bodily life 
whtu he waiTJered inlo iho^e Linlznnwn counlncs; ihit tie 
slaked bolh body ind souL on bus succe'ts 

Lflden ^^]tbi ihe'^e de^ patches Mendc?. Bcid 4 Spani'th 
comrade ^et ou1 ilong tht coast in 4 4.4ix>t manned b> "^ix 
[ndnns- The parly arrived safely al the casternmo'^1 Cape 
of Jamaica |uow 4. 4 1 Led Point MorBn1|^ but while a^^Bil]ng 
cilm we*lher forci™>*iin^ 1bie si rail lo H]spaniola, 1biey 
were Btlackcd by 4 Inbe of sivigeii. who overpowered 
them by sheer force ot numbers^ Bnd CBrncd thcjn off B-i 
cjplives The bcBcIs Bnd toy^_ however- wh]ch Mender hid 
tiken w]th h]m lo barter with the nat]^es were 1oo 
at1racl]ve not to claim the chief ^hire of 1he 4lleul]on of his 
conquerora; ind while I hey were seltL]ng the division of Ihc 
spoil he managed to effeel his escape to hi:£ canoe^ and lo 
return in ]t ]n safely to Sinla GloriB As soon as a second 
cinoe could be pK>cured. Mender wis ready 1o mike 4 
second ittempl, but on ih]^ occBsion he "^lipnliled 1hat he 
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fihnuld be acco m p ariLcd lo the i:B'^1crnini>st point of Jiuibicb 
by a force ^LiffLC]cnt to piDlccI biim frojn tht ho^l]Lc tribc*i_ 
Accordingly, on the 7th July ]50_1, 1bic Adclantido. with 
an Brmcd escort, prtjetcdcd ilong Ihc shore; while Mcndci, 
with ^i\ Sp4ii]ards md trn Indi4ii'>, ]nonc canot, and 
F]ciich] {m Genoese, who had commBndcd one of the 
carivcl^l- wilh 4 L]kc number lu the other, midc ihcir wiy 
by sea to Poinl MonnL 

^ftcr WBiling B !ihort lime for nne weilher. the two 
C4ix>e'> "^lartcd for Hisfianioia, Bnd reBched b iitUe L'>LBnd 
called Mavazza on Ihc 1hird day bnlh 5[ianL4rd'> and 
lnd]ans hiving suffered Icrnbiy fiDm Ihc wani of wi1er. 
with which the> were ]nsuff]eLcntl> supplied. Anolhcr 
day's labour 41 Ihc oar biDught Ihem 1o Cape T]bLin>n, 
where Mender left h]'^ 4.omp4n]ons and proceeded ilone to 
S1 Domingo- Here he WB-i infonned I hat the govenmr had 
lefl for Xira^Lia; md thither he made his way Blone, 
thioLigh fifty leagues of wild forr^l country, to represent to 
Oviudo the nece^>SLly of sending rehcf to 1he Bdminl- Bnd 
thai !ipcediLy_ O^ando seem^ to hB^e lempon/cd He 
dreaded the return of CoLuinbus ^^ likely to c^cile Ihc 
scd]tioiis lo a 
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rcvoLl igBinM h]K own gnvrmincnt And so Tbt fiom lahing 
aclivc Elcfi'f in tbic matlcr himnrlr ]t was nnly ^^itbi 
reluctance thi1 be autbioriicd Mender to pranced lo 31 
Domingo to puirha'tt a cira^cl on behalFof Columbus^ la 
^hich F3«icbiL might rclum to Sinla GIoflb. imJ briEig him 
off. 

N^can\^h]Lc mi>nth after month pas^td by ind the 
LinforlLinatc CBS1awBy'> at Sanli Gloria biad no t]dings from 
Hi-^pinjoli ind were ocn ignoran! whether ihcir 
niesscngtrs had '>uccecdcd la rearing thil island Al last, 
in January. 154M-, 1bie murmup> a^ain^l the inBct]on of 
Columbus brokL" out inlo open muliny Francesco Porras- 
the captain of one of 1bie caravels^ headed the niLit]neer>^ 
and going to lbie adminl^ who whs confined to h]s bed by 
the gom lold him thil he, the admiral. e>]dent]y wa't afraid 
to return 1o Spain; but tbial the pei>pLe biad detenn]ncd lo 
remain no longer to perish, ind intended to depart at once 
On 1biis Ihere aro^e ^hout^ from the folLo^^era of Foiras, 
"To Castile' We folLo^^'" The 4dm]ral mide 4 temperale 
speech poinlingout the danger of aHempting to leive Ihe 
island in mere cinne^, and 1he absijnf]t> of suppo'>ing thit 
he hid not aoommon inlerest wi1h lhem ]n ilL respccK. Bm 
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Porras wa^ ^^ pizp>L'>ti:nl iii biis dt'>Lrt tn go, as CoLumbii't in 
biisdtlcnni nation to '>lBy and taking pas.'^c:£'>ion o^ tht 
canoes which had btcn [iLircbias«l fTDm the nat]^c^ thi: 
roLitinccis ^>t1 oul on 1 bicir journey towanfc Hispaniola, 
Leaving 1bic admiral md hi^ brother w]th '>carcely iny 
adhcrem^ excepl lho'>e whom '^]ckne'>^ incapicilatcd for 
LiFideTtiking thejourncy 

The prtjgre^ of Porras ind his followers through ihc 
isLind was marked by a "^enes of oul rag«i on Ihc nat]vcs 
w hie bi complete I y neul rail zed the effect of the admiral's 
conc]liatDry policy Thc^' seized forcLbl^' on whalever 
pro^isiions could be founds ind mocbinglj referred the 
owneii lo Columbus for paymcnl Three iUempts lo cioss 
over lo H]spBniolB fi]led in con-sequence of rough x^eather 
On one occas]on lhe canoes were in so much dinger of 
being swamped that 1he Sp4n]ards cast everylh]ngon board 
into the "sea and as Ihj-s did not lighlcn lhe c4noe'> 
suff]ciently. the> then prtjceeded to force overboanH their 
unfortunate compinioib lhe Indians^ who swam ifter them 
for 4 long Ume. but -sank one bv one be]ng prevented b^' 
the swords of 1he Spaniards from approaching. 
Abandoning as hopele'>s^ their 
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dcTiign of rtBcbiLiig HiKp4ii]Dl4 Ihc iniJlini^cr^ then 
firocctdcd In roam nvcr Ihc island qu^n^nng thL^in'^cIv^ 
on Ihc [rulL4iL'>^ and conini]tling c^cry |K>^:£]blc ctccs 

Of cDUHtf tbic ]nfLuciiccor ttiLi conduci on tbic rcLiUDns 
bclwccn ColiimbLii and 1bic nBti^cji wb-^ -^oon apparcn! 
Tbic tnnkcl'^ and bcad:£ ^^hicbi hid once been ho precious in 
their cyc^, hBd fLP>t Lost 1bic chBrm of novelty. 1bicn lhc 
value of rarity The ccrculalin^ medium bedme ho 
dcprec]alcd 1biat provistons were seirccLj prot-uriblc And^ 
h]nit]arL>, Ihc pep>i>nal venerat]on \^h]ch the nalivfs hBd 
Fiist evinced for tbic wbiHe men hid given way to conlcmpi 
and lo hBtrcd^ when famiiinly biid ^hov^n how worlhlcbs 
were Ibicsc '\i^enor be]ng*i_" The [ndLBnt refused to 
niini'flcr 1o their want'> Bny Longer, ind ramme wbs 
Lmm]ncnt. 

But jLUit It ih]^ Li'>l cxtremit>^ the admiral e>er fcrt]lc in 
devices^ bcthoLighl him of Bn expedient rorre-«>tBbL]^hing 
tiis infliiencc over ttie lrxJiin'>. H]^ isl i~o no m le b I knowledge 
lold him thai on a cert Bin nighl an echfiEC of Ihc moon 
woLiLd take place One would Ihink thil peopLc hving Jii Ihc 
open BIT mii"^! he accu-^lomed to ^ee siich 
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cri Lps«> SLif f Lc I cn1 1 y of1cn, not 1o be parliLularLy astoni^hL^d 
al them Bui Columbia j udgcd— and bs tht cvrn1 proved 
judged ngbitl>~lbiat by predicting the eclipse he would gain 
a rcpulalion ^\ b prophet, and commBnd thr reaped and Ihc 
obedience due to a person in>c:£led with "^upeniBturil 
powers. He B^^cmbled 1 he caciques of the neighbouring 
tribcsi- Then by means of bh i n teqtreler, he reproached 
them wi1h refusing 1o ronliniic 1o supply provisions to the 
3pin]ards 'The God who proteels me." he SBid, "will 
pun]'ih you_ Von know whal h^^ hBppcned 1o iho^e oF m> 
followep> who h4>e rebelled Bgainst me; ind the dangers 
which Ihey encountered in their Btlempt 1o ck)'>s Io H4]ti 
while thobe who wen1 41 my command ^ mBde the pB'^agc 
without d]fficijlty_ Soon, 1oo shall lhc d]vine vengeance 
fall on you; thi^i very nighl shBiL the moon change her 
colour and lo'>e her lighl in te:£limony of the evils which 
shflll be sen1 upon you from the skic^ " 

The night W4'> Fine: Ihe moon shone niown in full 
bnlluncy. Eu1, 41 I he ippoinled lime, the 

^ This \^ as 4 gralu]toiJ'> BS'>umplion as lhc idmiril hid 
as yel no lidin^ of lhc '>iicce'>s of N^endcz 
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prcdLclcd phcnojncnon toot place End Ihc Vr\[d biowL^ of 
the "iBvagcs proclaimed Iheir abject 1crn3r_ Tbicy came in 4 
body lo Columbus. End ]mpk>red bits intercessmn Tbicy 
prom]^ed to Le1 him WBn1 for notbiin^ ]f onl> bic would B^ert 
thi'f jud^mcnl B't all CBrncst of the]r sinccrHy I hey 
collected bla^tL]y 4 quBntily of foud^ Bnd offered ]t at his 
feel At fiist, diploiTiB tic ally hesilalmg Columbus pre^enlly 
affected to be softened by their cntreBtics. He consented to 
mierccdc for ihem. and. reUring to h]s C4b]n peTfonned, as 
the> Mjppi>sed, some my^lio rile which should deliver ihem 
from 1hc Ibireilened punishment. Soon the terrible sbiackiw 
passed aw By from I he fice of the moon; ^nd tbie grBtHude 
of ihc sivige^ wi^ as deep as Ibicir previous 1enor Eu1. 
being blended wUbi much awe it was not so evanescem bs 
grat]tude of1en ]s. Bnd bienLcforward lhcre was no lailure in 
the regiilir supply of provisions 1o I he CB-^lawBys. 

E]ght monlh*^ biad pB'^sed awiy w]thoLit any Tidings of 
Mende? when, one evening there hove ]n sight a "^mill 
caravel which stood in towards the hBrbourof Santi 
Glona^ and anchored just ouUsdde A boAl wh]ch pul off 
from the caravel 
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b rough! on ^biorc hcrciJjnjnBndcr 4 Lcrlain Dicgo dc 
Escobar, whom Colunibuy rs:cogn]^L'd as 4 [icr>i>n ^^hom 
bic hid "^tnlcnccd 1o b^ hBngtd a^ l1 nnglcadcr ]n Roldan's 
niLitin^^ and who had btcn pankmcd by EobBcl]llB The 
procccd]ng^ oF lh]!i pciyo n— w hmic reprieve nndt hi>e now 
seemed to the adniirBl part](:LiLBrly ] nj udic lOLi^~we^^ 
h] ngLiL B r c no Lif bi S landing al a d]^t4iice from CdLimbus as 
if tbie Bdmiri] hid been ]nqLiar4nlLne, bic '>bioLited, al the top 
of hES voice^ a me^isage fTDm Ovando. lo 1he effecl tbiat he 
fthc governor) rcgreHed the adm]ral^ misforlLincs very 
keenL>^ thai he bioped befbie long lo send b ship of 
hijff]CLen1 size lo tike bum off. He added^ tbial in the 
meinUmcOvBndo begged h]m lo iccepi a flight mark of 
his fnend!ih]p The "slighl mBrk of h]!i friencUhip' wi^>— i 
h]de of bacon^ wbiirh, witbi b small 4:B'^k ot w]ne Bnd a lelter 
from OvBndo he delivered lo the admiral, ind rowed ofF 45 
fast as po-^^iblc The whole n^heme of this vi-^it, which W4s 
probBbly piBnncd by Ovando wUh ihe object oF 
ascerta]ning 1 he real condition and designs of Columbia^ 
^^4'> ]n Ihe iB'fl degree insiill]ng lo him Bnd tinlahzing 1o hi'> 
comp4n]ons w]th whom D'Escobar would not pennil Bny 
comn^unacBtion 
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to be bicltl- However, the BdmirBl wrtJtc ar]VL] reply to 
Ovindo, deM:rib]ng piteousL> the hardship:^ of biLt 
condiHon, and disc I a] m ing Bciy ul1er]orde'>igii ^^ith rcgaid 
to the government of HiSipBniolB CBrrying thi^ mi^^ive 
D 'Escobar ^et ^^i\ Bt once ind was out of h]gbit, on hj^ 
relurn voyage, befbrr the morning of the day Bfter his 
aiTival 

Thi"^ my^lcrLoiEi vi^i1 was by no mein^ "ii! isf ac toiy 1o 
the admLrBl\ companiomi A'> he ilonc hid bieLd 
communLcal]on with D'E^^-obar, bie W4'> Free to give them 
whdlever aceounl he cbiose of h]s inlerview, and Ih]^ 
Liberty, il iin> be pareitbiel]CilLy ob-^erved he d]d nol 
icriiple 1o exercise ^>omewhat Bt 1bic expense o\ slnct Iruth. 
hfc rcprr^cnted h]nuieLr a^ having refused 1o depart wHbi 
D'EKCobar, because the caramel wis 1oo small 1o carry lhem 
ail Bwiy, and he wb*^ dclermined to shire iheir lot 
CO nf idem in Ovando's B-^sunnce of speedy siiccour. He 
mule overtures for a reconcLlLiUon to Porras, and 
endeavoured 1o persuade the mutineers 1o relurn on boan1 
the shjp-^ But 1hese overtures were "^cornlulij repuLsed and 
Ihc admiral's messengers were sent bick with threBts of 
foicc A^ for thecanvcl, PorrBS had 
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Little ■:l]ffLcu]ty in pcr^uidjng hL'> crcduLous rolnwcis lhal Et 
wi-i merely in ippBriUon which Columbu-^ had conjured 
Lip by m4g]4. Brts. and ^ucbi ^^a^ the rcpulBtion for sorcery 
whicbi lbic BdmirBl had icquircd by h]s astroiioni]C4l 
o b^f rv a1 LOii'>^ thai e>cn the sighl and 1astc of '>ome tir^ibLe 
baton |hi]f of 1bial present from Ovando of which wc hBvc 
ticaid] which he sent as a pcBct offtnng 1o 1bic mutineers- 
failed lo convince them at Ihe maleriA] chajBcterof the 
supposed phantom sh]p 

Soon_ however, the differences between the rivi] pirties 
were biDughl lo an issue The Adeiantido received 
infcirmat]on thil Pottb"^ wis planning a descent on the 
sh]p:£, with Iheobjecl of seizing 1bic '>tore:£ and CBptunng 
the admiral. Resolving to inlicipile 1bii'> ittBck, he pLBced 
hjm*icLf al lhc head of fif1y=^ devolcd pirlisans of 
Columbus ind '^4lL]ed onl lo engage ihe mulineer^. A 
furious "ilruggJe ensued; bu1 the 

=" [t wctitd appear f rem I his number thaT cither [here hid 
been :£ome defeclion from the ranks of the mutineers or 
thai more thin biaif Ihe ^panimis hid remBined faUhfui lo 
the idmirBl 
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.\dtlantBclQ [icrfbnnrd firodigLcs of valour, and hi^ 
followcis were bdtcr supplied wHbi firc-Brm*! 1bian the 
rebels, Mn IhBt 1bic laHcr "^ustiined b complete defeBt^ and 
Ihcir leader Pom'> wa^ ciTned olT a^ a pn^oner to tbic 
ships 

The nalivKi who had bccnspcclatoisof the affray, were 
niLich perplexed- WiJier people than th«»e poor "iBVBgc*! 
have looked with sorrowful wonder on I he ippeBl to bnile 
force to decide Ihe quarrels of nBtioii'>; and 1he lnd]ans, 
when they ^bw "flrire and dealh anH>ng 1he beings whom 
the> had formeriy considered as he Bvcn-de^t ended Bnd 
immodaL, felt 1hat the]r e'>lim4le of the'>e Btlrdnute^ oughl 
to be Lowered- Bu1 when curii>sHy impelled I hem 1o 
exam]ne 1he corpses of 1he Sp4n]anfc who had been killed 
tn the encounler, after minulely ins[iee1ing ^e^eral bodfcc^, 
they came 1o thai of Ledcsm a — w hose nime may be 
remembered ^^ thai of 1hc g]gantic pilot of Seville who 
swam Ihrough the ^urf al Bethlehem to 1hc AdelBcitido's 
relief— who hid now fallen, cohered wuh wounds- f]ghting 
on behalf of the mutineers \s the *iBvages pri>cecded 1o 
EhrusT iheirfingcis into hi'> wound'>, Lede'^ma, who had 
fainted from pain- recovered consciousness and 
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Litlcrcd B ^ttnlonan yell whicbi put tht Indians lo fL]ghK 
hBy^ an incicnl (.hroniclcr "b^ lF all Ihc nJcid men were al 
their biecis-' And 4S Lcdcsma cvenluBlly rrcovercd_ 
no t^^ H Ksl and ing h]!i having received wounds sufficicnl lo 
kil] Ibiree ordiniTy [lerton^, the nilives muM hive been 
inspired by a pnnper respect for the almosi mirBciiLous 
vilalily of Ihc white men 

The victory gBined by ihe AdcLinlado was concliii]ve 
The rebelsi al once Jiubinilled to 1he BdmirBl, who con-dented 
to pBpHon them; reserving only the]r ringleader, Porras, lor 
future pun]^hment. Tt was iTTBnged iHbI 1hey should nol 
again tBke up their habilat]on on boird the ^h]p:£, but 
Columbus Een1 ashore a Irusly L]eiitcnBnt b^ ihcir 
commander, Bnd supplied ihem Bt the -^Bmc 1iine wilh 
Enropcin artj(.lc!i to bBrter for food wilh the nal]ve* And 
ho the two binds of cist bw ays—one on :£hip ind one on 
hhore—awaUed Ihe premised succour, wjth the weariness of 
hope dcfeired- 
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]| v.B'^ no1 nil Ihc 2Sth of June, 1504_ whcnjuHC a year 
biad tlaps«J since their Brnvil 41 SbciLi Glona, tbial the 
Sp4ii]ar4is Vr^zc gladdened b> the ^igtit o\ the two caravels 
which had been ^cnl— one by MenJez, I he olher by 
OvindcH- to their relief. Their cmbirkBtion, as iin> be 
Siupposed, wi^ qu]ctLy effected bul adverse windi made 
the ^oyBge Id Hispaniola b Inng one, ind 1bie 1wa vessels 
did nol reacbi Si. Domingo before tbie J Jiti of August 

Much to the ■^nqtri'^e of ihe idm]ral. he Found hjnisclf 
trcBled wUh the mosi punctilious coijr1c*i> by Ovando who 
even proceeded lo the harbour, w]th a numerous ^uite, to 
rcce]ve h]m ]n ^tBte upon bus arrival However, differences 
soon aiD^c 
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as Id th? conflLcUng juriscl]ct]onH of the v]cciDy ind the 
gocrrujr c^pcculLj wHbi rcgiKi to ihccBsc of Pom^, 
whom Ovindo^ in oppo'>itLDii to the admiral''^ w]sh Lii'>L'>lcd 
upon rclcBMng from cu^lody Moreover he even annoLirw-cd 
bu'> mlcntion of iii'>t]tul]ng a general enquLry as to 1bie 
events wtiieh had 1aken p]a4.i: in JamaLCH. ]n older to decide 
whdbier FoirB-i and h]'^ assoc]ale'5 had been ju-^lified in 
the]r ri^belhon CoLumbiCi dL'>pLited the right ot Ovindo to 
tike upon hiiimflf ihe office of judge in '>u^h a matter, and 
remarked Ihat h]s own aLithorily as viceroy mwit have '>Link 
very low ]ndeei:l iF it d]d not empower biim to punish hh^ 
orfieer^ for mul]nyin^ against h]mseLf. Th]s dispule was 
Linfortunale a*^ reg4Kl'> the prix'ate inlerebis of ihe admiral 
for ihe revenues ar]:£]ng from h]s properly in tbie island had 
been coLleeled under the aulhonty of ihe govenH>r^ who^ 
tipon the occurrence of lhis quarrel, wa.'t e4'>i]> ible 1o i^izn 
difncult]es m the way of his obti] rung a fair iccouni of 1hc 
procecdik. Bui he was all the more Hnx]ou£ to return to 
Spiin^ aiul. w]thin a mnnlh from hts irnval al St. 
Domingo^ he '>lBrted homeward in the raravel wh]ch h^ 
bnnugh! h]m frojn Jamaica. 
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But even in lhi!i lasl voyage he wai forctd to "itibIzc 
biead Bgainst b sea of tTDubLct." His t>]l :£lar \^as in 1 tic 
aitcendanl. Twice his vessel nearly foundered Twice her 
masts were sprung ]nsiUccesMve tempests Hl^ own health 
W4'> '>uccumbing lo the acule iltBcks oF gout which hBd 
bc4.omi: more Bud more frequent for Ihe last few years 
And "^i, proslrated by ^ickncs^, nearly niined in mein^, and 
now hopeless of encouragemcn! from the Sovereigns. Ihe 
discoverer of ihe New World Brnved at Sev]Lle, on the 7th 
of November, 1504, in b"^ misenble b phght as bu^ wors1 
enemy could hive w]shed. 

He could HCBn.ely eupcLl lo be received with much 
favour al court. Hi: biad r4]Led in lhc search for lhBl "itrajt 
tciding 1o ihe kingdom of ihe Grand Khan, 1bie d]scovci7 
of wh]cbi hid been lhc ^petiaL objcLl of h]'^ eipcdinon he 
tiad loEl hi'> ship'>, bie had broughl home wonderful storLCi 
of golden Iannis, bu! no gold. Porras"" was Bt iBrge. 

^ Tiflecms jusi fOEShble I hit, as [he ongLnil namUve of 
the muliny of Porras wi^ wntlen by Fernando Columbus, 
who would naturally lake his filticr^ "^ide 'tomelh]ng i'> to 
be said for Foiras wh]ch hB-i not been "^Bid for him by 
tiistorians 
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and hid infLuimcc Bt courl^ whi4.h cnabLtd him 1o stimulalc 
tht CTL'>lin^ prejudice agiiibt Columbu'i. 

Poor, old, ]nFirm_ he had now lo rccr]^c LntclL]gcncc 
which WAS to dccprn all h]s cvHh He rcmiLiicd al Scvtllc, 
too un^^cLl In makt a journey hini'>r]f, bul ^cnt hi^ son 
Dicgo to coun 1o manigt biis 4ff4]ry for him. Tbic 
com[iLBint'> of tht admiral, thBl he hid no ntws from court, 
are quite toucling. He savs_ he dt'>ircs lo bicir news cicbi 
hour Couricp> ire arriving cvcr> day bul none For him hi"^ 
very hBir ^land"^ on eod Lo hcBr Ihrngs *iO conlrary lo whBl 
his soul dcsire'> lie BiLudcs, I imagiur, to the '>tBte of ihc 
Quetu'^ health, for. ]n b mtmormdum of i n'>lruc1 ions lo hL'> 
son, written at this period, the hist lhin^. he sBy'>, lo be 
cbnc ia, "lo commend ifFeclionalely, w]th much devotion," 
the soul of the Queen to God CouLd the poor Indian"! but 
have known whBt b friend lo them VtB'^ dying, one 
continued \^ail ^^ould hive gone up lo heaven fiom 
E~[i^p4n]ola Bnd all the western i'tlands. The dread decree, 
however, hBd gone forth, and on 1hc Zftlh ot November. 
L504, il wi^ only a prByer for lhe depirled 1hBt couJd have 
been Bddre'^'>ed; for lhe greBt Queen was no more. If it be 
permuted to departing sp]rils to 
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Kcc Ibio-^c pLBCK>i>n earth thc> yearn much if1tr, wc mighl 
Lmigine 1hat the ^nul of KibcllB ^^ould give "one loiig]ng^ 
Lingcnn^ loot" 1o the far Wc-^l 

Ami if BO, wbial did ^bc sec I here'' hJow d]ffcrrnt was I he 
aspcci of ihings from what go^crnons and officers of ilL 
kind'f had lold bier how different fn>m lughl ihat ^he h^d 
thong hl of, or commanded' ShL' biad ]n^i'fled ihBt lbic 
[ndnns were 1o be free: she would have seen Ihcir 
condilion lo be tbial of '>lBve^ She hid declared tbial ihey 
were 1o hive sfiiritnal in'>lruction '>hc would biave ^een 
them Le'>s ]nslnjcted than tbie dog'> Shi: biad ordered ihBt 
they should receive paymeni for Iheir laboun ^bie wonid 
have found thit all I hey received wai i moctcry of wages, 
jiEit enough 1o purchase once perfiips ]n Ihe course of tbie 
i'ear. '>ome chiLdjJih Iriflcs from Ca*itile_ She had always 
directed thil 1biey '>honLd have l:]nd Ircalment and pTDpcr 
maintenance ^he would hive seen thein L]teraL]y WBtch]ng 
nnder lhe lableh of Iheir ma^trra. to catch the crumbb which 
fell lhere. She would have beheld the TrxJiBn labouring al 
the mine under criiel bnbbct]ng'f, his family, neglected, 
perishing or enslaved She 
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would have marked h]m on his return BFtcrcigh! moiHh^ 
ordirr toiL cnlcr a piBcc wbiich knew h]iTi no t^ or 4 
hoLschold thi1 could only Jionuw over the gaunt crcilurc 
who hfld rdurncd lo them ind minpic ihcir ^orrow^ with 
bus or, ^tilL more '>ad^ she ^^ould bia^c "^ccn liKlLBn'> wbio 
tiad btcn broughl from fsr di'>lBn1 hamn>^ linger at the 
inin«>^ toD bujpclK>s or loo carcJc*i^, lo rcUirn. 

Tijrn]ng from ^^hit might have bcrn iccn by Quctn 
l^flbcllB hid her dc[iart]ng gajc picn.cd to the out^l:]rts of 
her domin]on'5, wc have to record 1hc cIomu^ nccnc of 1hc 
Etrangc eventful hu>tDry of Columbus, who did no1 long 
Siurvi^c hi'> bcnefae1ress_ Ever!i]nce hi!i rdurn from h]E 
fourth voyagt to the lnd]es he had dont litlle else than 
memoriahzc, and petition^ and ncgoUBtt about his rights. 
Eul FeidinBnd, who had BlwBy'> looked coldly on hL'> 
pnnjeels. wi^ disposed I0 regBnil his claims wi1h still lc^>s 
favour Columbus profc^^ed himself wjlling I0 sacnficc 1hc 
arre4P> of rtvcnut due I0 him, but urged strtiiui>us]y hi'> 
demand lhat h 1*1 son D]ego should be made Mtcroy of Ihc 
Indies^ ]n accordance w]th 1he 1enns of the grant making 
thil digii]ty hcredilary ]n hi'> family Ferdinand did nol 
Fefuse absolutely, ihc breach 
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cf fMiih would have been 1do fiBgrBnl But he 
[1 roc ^a^ tiniled^ End ended b> refemng the matler 1o Iht 
E]gnLf]CHntly named Board of Dischirfc^ of 1bie RnyBl 
Conscience^ ^^hich hnaid regnliled it'> pTDceedings by the 
knnwn \^]hhcs of Ihc king^ and pmcr4'>t]nattd too 

The proverb, 'Fear old Bgc for il does not come alone.' 
WAS e^pec]ally Bpplicible 1o CoLonirus, while SLifTcrLiig 
Si]ckne^'i witbiou! lbie elist]CLly lo beir l1_ poverty w]th h]gh 
h1al]on and Jebl and ilL tbie delay of '^ULlop>bii [i . nol 41 1bie 
beginning, bu1 Bt 1bie clo!ie, of a career. A s]niiiar decline of 
fortune ]'i to be seen m the Lives of miny men_ of Ihosc, 
too, who hi>e been moM Bd> e n tuioiii and successful in 
their prince Their fonnnes grow old and feeble wHbi 
themselves, and I hose clouds, which were bu! white ind 
icatlered during 1bie vigour oF I he dBy smt down logethcr, 
!i1ormful and niass]^e. ]n huge black lines, acri>s'f the 
setlingbun. 

Shortly aflcr ihc arrival of Philip and his queen ]n SpBin, 
Columbus had wnltcn to Ibicir Highnci-^e-^ deploring bus 
inability 1o eoKie lo them Ihrcnigh illness ind SBying lhat, 
nol w i thsl and ing hjs piulcss disease (ibie goulj he could yel 
do 
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thrm ■^crv]ct the likr of which HbcI not been Hccn_ PcrhBp^ 
bic jncant scrv]cc in lhc way of good ad^itc touching the 
admLii]'f1ralion of tht [ndir'>; [icrh4p'>^ for he win of in 
indLimHablc !ip]rH ihflt he could yd mflkc nH>rt voya^c*i of 
discovery Bui there \^as Ihen only Itfl for h]m lhat voyBgc 
m wbiich tht peasant v^ho h^^ "^ten but tht liltic di'^lncl 
round his home. End the ^rcal travellers in ihought ind 
deed, arr alike to find tbienmel^es upon lhe unknown 
wjtcra of fun tier life. Looked at in tbiis way, wtiat a greal 
discoverer each of us l^ 1o be' Eu1 we must no1 linger 1oo 
Long, even 41 ihe dcitbibed of a hcK^_ HiV]ng received all 
the s Bc rime n ts of 1bie Church, and ultenng a^ hi^ lisl 
word^, "hi maffiti Uj^jj^ Dr>^rTJ?rf, t r?jra FJTd"jjdr> sf?rHliifjr 
tn^iifn," Columbus died Bt VilLBdolid, on Ascension Day, 
the "ZOth of Hay 1506 His remBins werecBrned to SevilLn 
and buried m the mouB'^lery of Lbs Cucvbs, aflerw4nJ'> 
they were removed 1o Ihe CBtbiedril 41 St. Domingo; and, ]n 
modem limes, were lakcn to the catbedrj] At Havint, 
where they now it^L 

THE END 
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